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óChain Reactionô- Physics project winners in Heidelberg: Conor Mc 

Keown, Allan Barry, Joseph Dilworth, David Delaney and Adrian 

Tsang with teachers Mr Nolan and Mr Twomey 
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Itôs hard to believe that we are drawing inexorably towards the end of another school year. As we progress 

from winter into spring and onwards towards summer, itôs as if the weeks speed up, leaving us with less 

and less time to accomplish all those grand plans we laid out for ourselves at the start of the year. Tempus 

fugit, as my old Latin teacher (a certain Mr OôKelly as it happens) would say! 

 Iôm sure our state exam students feel this sense of rapidly passing time more than most. They have 

been working very hard in recent months and, with the oral exams and the practicals now behind them, their sole focus is on the written ex-

ams which start shortly. I know I speak for the entire school community ï students, staff and parents ï in wishing them well. 

 It has, of course, been a very significant year in the history of Col§iste an Spioraid Naoimh. Over the course of the year, we have had 

many days of celebration as we commemorated our Golden Jubilee Year. Highlights for many of us included the Jubilee Mass in October, the 

Open Day, Jubilee Dinner and live Raidio na Gaeltachta broadcast in March, and the Student Fun Day on our Presentation feast day in No-

vember. Along with these marquee events, there were, of course, dozens of other smaller events where we had a chance to celebrate the suc-

cess story that is C.S.N. A powerful indicator of the esteem in which our school is held was the presence of the Lord Mayor of Cork, Cllr 

Mary Shields, at no fewer than five Spiorad Naomh functions. We have every reason to be proud of the fact that we are all Spiorad Naom-

hers! 

 I recently visited our 6th Year classes and spent a little time with these students on the eve of their moving on. I was curious to learn 

what it was that they most valued in our school and to get their views on what we might work on to improve the lot of the students. Working 

in small groups, I asked them to record their thoughts on work-cards. Again and again the same answers kept coming through. What they 

most valued were the quality of the relationships between teachers and students and the extra lengths to which teachers go to help them in 

their studies. They also consistently praised the standard of the facilities in the school, the broad range of subjects available and the wide vari-

ety of activities on offer to students. Suggested areas for us to work on included the provision of better lunchtime and toilet facilities, the in-

troduction of continual assessment, provision of P.E. at senior level, a greater voice for students in the school and more relaxed rules on facial 

hair and piercings!! The good news is that some of these suggestions are already being acted upon. The Student Council has been working 

with an architect (past pupil, Alan Macilwraith) on plans to create a new student cafeteria and continual assessment is likely to become a fea-

ture of the junior cycle quite shortly. We will certainly look at the introduction of senior cycle P.E. when staffing resources allow but I would-

nôt be taking bets on the relaxation of the rules on facial adornments any time soon! 

 While we had great success on the academic front again this year (our students continue to be awarded more university entrance 

scholarships than any other school), we didnôt win too many sporting competitions. It was a case of so near and yet so far in both hurling and 

football with our senior teams losing out by the narrowest of margins in their respective competitions. It was a similar tale of what might have 

been in the soccer, though our basketballers fared somewhat better by winning at U16 level. Our chess players had a very busy year travelling 

the length and breadth of Munster. And let us not forget the victory of the CSN teachers in the Teachersô Cup! There was also great success 

away from the playing fields in areas as diverse as enterprise, robotics, art, science, creative writing and mini-company. We should never for-

get that these activities happen only because of the selfless dedication of so many teachers. CSN is truly a special place. 

 I will conclude by thanking Ms. Moriarty for her ongoing commitment to Spiorad Signals. Since it was relaunched two years ago, it 

has gone from strength to strength and is a marvellous record of the activities of a vibrant, happy school. 

 I also ask that you to remember the Kidney family in your prayers. The loss of Evan earlier in the year was a blow not only to his 

mum and brothers but to all of us. The way in which the teachers and students came together to support the family and to support each other 

was extremely moving and a tribute to the strength of our community. CSN most certainly is a very special place. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           Ml. Sexton 



The First and Second Year Leagues started in late January and from early on it became clear that the Second Years would have to battle hard 

to remain in contention. We were up against some good basketballing sides with club players. Unfortunately, our lack of basketball 

experience and club players left us vulnerable. The lads always played with heart and enthusiasm but until we get some basketball experience 

under our belt we have a way to go. One player on the Second Year squad, Sean Cunningham, deserves special mention. Sean is a very 

determined and skillful player and has shown great enthusiasm and leadership throughout the Second Year League and the Class League 

competitions. 

The First Years are another great bunch and they made it all the way to the semi-finals this year. In the semi-final we met Chriost Ri. At first, 

Chriost Ri seemed to be the more competent and skillful players. We appeared out-classed and by the end of the first quarter found ourselves 

ten points down. The First years had to chase the game and they did so, coming back to within one point of Chriost Ri. In the dying seconds 

it looked like we would force the game into extra-time but despite a free throw, a last ditch time out and possession we lost the game by one 

point.  

  

First and Second year Basketball  

LôEchange Scolaire en Bretagne  
Mardi, le 24 mars nous avons pris le bus et nous sommes alles a  

Dublin. Nous etions un groupe de quinzeé seize avec Mme  

Walsh.  Lôavion a decolle de Dublin a midi et nous sommes  

arrives a Redon a cinq heures. Côetait un long trajet et nous avions  

tous le trac mais en arrivant, les Francais etaient tres chaleureux. 

A Vannes et de Mont St Michel. Nous sommes alles a lôecole 

 aussiéles cours etaient assez interessants! Nous avons joue au 

 basket, au foot et au ping pong dans un tournoi internaional  

contre des eleves Francais et Italiensé..malheureusement nous  

nôavons pas agne!!! Pour couronner le tout il y avait de belles  

filles francaises eté en plus il y  avait de tres belles filles 

 irlandaises parceôque Mount Mery et Christ King etaient a Redon  

en meme temps que nous!!   Côetait le paradisé un sejour inoubliable.  

Tuesday, March 24th we took the bus and headed to Dublin. There were 15 of us, wellé16, if you include Ms. Walsh! The plane took off 

at midday and we arrived in Redon at 5pm. It was a long journey and by then we were all very nervous but on arriving the French were 

very welcoming. 

In Redon, we visited the area, the towns of Vannes and Mont St. Michel. We also went to schoolé the classes were quite interesting! We 

played basketball, soccer and table tennis in an international tournament against French and Italian studentsé.but unfortunately we didnôt 

win. To top it all off there were the beautiful French girls and éwhatôs more there were also some beautiful Irish girls as Mount Mercy 

and Christ King were in Redon at the same time as us!! It was heavené.an unforgettable holiday. 
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Sincere thanks to all pupils, parents and staff who contributed so generously to the T.Y. appeal in aid of earthquake victims in 

Nepal. We collected a fantastic ú1,328.89 euro which was donated to the Tr·caire  campaign  in Nepal. We are delighted to sup-

port such a worthy cause and your generosity is really appreciated.  


