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       U.C.C.       

Scholarships 

Congratulations to three of 

our LeavingïCert students, 

Peter Fagan, Conor OôBrien 

and Nathan Volfango who 

were awarded Quercus En-

trance Scholarships to 

U.C.C. 



 

 

As I write these lines in late November, Christmas seems like a long way off. Only in the last few days 

have we experienced anything that might approximate to winter weather. Weôve been fortunate to have 

had a very pleasant autumn (I even saw a rose in bloom earlier today) and that has certainly helped to 

ease us towards the end of the first term. I am aware, however, that by the time you read these lines, it 

will be mid-December and all may be very different. Hopefully, not! 

 Weôve had a very busy opening to the school year but the decision to open rather earlier than 

usual in August allowed us to take a day to mark Presentation Day and to take a long weekend in De-

cember. Iôm sure our ever-diligent students availed of these breaks to cram in some extra study in prepa-

ration for their Christmas exams! Apart from the efforts put into their studies, our students have also 

been busy with a myriad of activities ï sporting, social, cultural and spiritual ï and many of these are recorded elsewhere in the pages of 

this edition of Spiorad Signals. Our teachers too have been extremely busy coaching school teams, designing new programmes for our 

Transition Year Choice Subjects, preparing new strategies in numeracy and ólearning to learnô, or just going about the mundane but no 

less important work of preparing lessons and guiding their students towards the State examinations next June.  

There has been an increased awareness this term of the importance of positive mental health. We have had a positive mental 

health week for a number of years now but among the new developments this term has been the introduction of Ms Barryôs teen yoga 

classes and Mr Reidôs programme on mindfulness. We have also begun working towards the attainment of an Amber Flag ï the award 

given to mental health promoting schools. We now have a beautifully refurbished prayer room where students can go for a few minutes of 

quiet reflection away from the busyness of school life. Our thanks go to Ms Cleary and Mr Skally for their hard work in bringing this 

about and to our trustees, the Presentation Brothers Schools Trust, for their financial support of the refurbishment. Irrespective of our in-

dividual religious beliefs, it is important that we donôt lose sight of the spiritual dimension that lies at the core of all of our lives and, in-

deed, at the core of what we stand for as a school. We have attended Mass together as a school community on a number of occasions this 

term already ï mostly for happy events but also for sad ones such as the anniversary of Evan Kidneyôs death ï and, in these times of reli-

gious intolerance throughout much of the world, it was uplifting to have quite a number of non-Catholic students join us. While we are 

proud to be a school founded in the Christian traditions of the Presentation Brothers, we are also a school that welcomes children of all 

religious traditions or indeed of none.  

As I write these lines, it is less than a fortnight since the horrific events in Paris. This month has also seen appalling atrocities in 

Mali and in Lebanon, while innocent people in Syria and Iraq continue to get caught between the medieval savagery of ISIL and the coun-

ter attacks of the western superpowers. Much of this violence is carried out in the name of religion. Unfortunately, we, in Ireland, know a 

thing or two about religious intolerance! I think we should be very grateful that Col§iste an Spioraid Naoimh is a place where all religious 

beliefs are respected. I am very proud that religious bigotry and racism seem to be almost entirely absent from our school. We must not 

take this for granted. The language of intolerance and the minor behaviours associated with it can seep in to the culture of a school almost 

unnoticed. We must guard against it. If you hear it or see it, challenge it!  

Whether you are a Catholic or a Protestant, a Muslim or a Hindu, the Christmas message is one of goodwill to all. It offers hope 

to all of us ï even those with no belief or those of us who often struggle with our faith. May I wish all members of the CSN community ï 

pupils, parents and staff ï a very happy and peaceful Christmas.                                                                             M. Sexton 

Teachtaireacht an Phr²omhoide 

Readathon 2015  
 
Well done to all our 1st and 2nd 

year students who participated 

in the Readathon. Many thanks 

to their sponsors ï (parents and 

friends). Proceeds go to The 

Marymount Hospice, Presenta-

tion Brothers' projects in Africa 

and Cork Simon Community. 

 
Krzysztof Kordeczka (T.Y.)  
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