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Teachtaireacht ón Árd-Mhaistir
The events of the first half of the 2014-2015 school year bring to mind the
famous opening line of Charles Dickens’s great novel, A Tale of Two Cities:
where he wrote, It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. Our Jubilee Year began in fine style with the school looking resplendent following
two years of refurbishment both inside and out. The limestone façade above
the beautiful new glass entrance glistening as it surely did back in 1964, the
windows sparkling in the September sunshine, the autumnal colours of the
newly flower beds, the CSN flag fluttering proudly in the breeze all indicated to the observant eye that this was going to be a very special year. And so
it has proven to be.
The first big event was the official blessing and opening of our new
disabled access facilities by Fr Bertie O’Mahony P.P. and Cllr. Mary Shields,
Lord Mayor of Cork. A fortnight later, members of the entire school community – past and present – gathered in The Church of the Descent of the
Holy Spirit, Dennehy’s Cross, to celebrate our Jubilee Mass. And what a gathering it proved to be! As the school standard was carried aloft to the altar to the strains of Laudate Dominum sung by the school choir, there was a palpable
sense of pride in our having reached our 50 th birthday and in having grown from humble origins based in a suburban
house to become one of the most highly regarded schools in Cork, if not in the whole of Ireland. As a past pupil of CSN,
I don’t think I have ever experienced such a feeling of pride in my school and I can say that it is truly a privilege to be
Principal at such a significant time in our history. My only regret is that the limits of space in the church did not allow
us to issue invitations to the general parent body of the school. While all who attended played their part in this wonderful occasion, special thanks must go to three groups in particular: the Religion teachers who managed to find that
special balance between solemnity and joyousness; the music teachers who, in the space of three short weeks, turned
crows into larks and raised the bar for musical performance in the school to a whole new level; and the students themselves (and, most especially, those who took who took on presenting and reading roles) who were a credit to their
teachers, to their families and to themselves. A special word of thanks to Fr Tom Clancy and Fr Colm O’ Mahony for
celebrating the mass.
And then came the tragic news of the death of our 5 th Year student, Evan Kidney, in a house fire. In a matter of
hours, all joy had turned to sorrow and a pall of gloom descended upon the entire school. If the Jubilee mass had been
the best of times, these were now the worst of times. Evan had been an extraordinarily popular young man who had
forged friendships with students not only in his own year but also in 4 th Year and 6th Year. For a week, the senior
school ground to a halt as we all attempted to come to terms with the loss of such a fine young man. During that week,
supported by their teachers, students cried and laughed as they shared memories of a great friend. They comforted one
another through the disbelief of the first few days and through the sadness of the removal and funeral. The support for
one another shown at the special mass organised on the Tuesday afternoon was particularly moving. In extending our
condolences to the Kidney and O’Sullivan families on the loss of their son and brother, may I also acknowledge the
dignity shown by so many of Evan’s classmates and friends as they dealt with what was an extremely traumatic event.
May I also acknowledge the skills of our school counsellors upon whom the burden of supporting so many grieving
students primarily fell. Once again, the spiorad of Spiorad Naomh shone through.
We thought long and hard about whether to proceed with our 50 th Anniversary Student Fun Day which we had
scheduled for our school’s feast day, November 21 st – the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lady. In the end, and with a
certain degree of hesitation, we decided to go ahead – and what a day we had! Since the start of the school year, we
have had just two days with serious rainfall and we had to pick one of them. But while it bucketed rain from morning
to evening, the day will go down as one of the most memorable of recent years. The photos printed elsewhere in the
magazine tell the story better than I ever can of a great day of fun and laughter. There was everything from paintballing to wheel-chair basketball, table tennis to table quizzes, FIFA to football, art competitions to rock music – and
lots more in between. Highlights of the day have to include the sumo wrestling competitions, the teachers’ hammer
competition, the food stalls and did I nearly forget to mention the curvaceous Ms. Raychell Cooney? A huge thank you
to Mr O’Reilly, Mr Linehan (aka ‘Dumb and Dumber’!) and Ms Cahalane for the endless hours of work they put into
making this all happen.
And so Christmas is all but upon us (by the time you read these notes, it may indeed already be gone). May I
take this opportunity to thank you all – staff, students and parents - for your support over what has been a very challenging term for the school. I wish all our students, especially our 1 st Year students, every success in the Christmas exams. Finally, may I wish all Spiorad Naomh families a peaceful Christmas and a wonderful New Year. Spiorad Naomh
abú!
Michael Sexton
Principal

SCHOLARSHIPS AND ACADEMIC AWARDS 2013-14
The School was very pleased to learn
that five of our past pupils have been
awarded entrance scholarships to UCC
and UCD. Four students: Peter Barlow,
Kevin Holland, Michael O’Donovan and
Stephen O’Neill were awarded UCC Entrance Scholarships (now rebranded as
Quercus Scholarships); Kieran Hinds
received an Entrance Scholarship to
UCD. Additionally, two of our former
students received additional Quercus
scholarships: David Calnan in Enterprise and Conor Dorman in Sport. David Minhane received a sports scholarship from TCD. We are very proud of
their achievement and this continues a
very strong tradition in scholarship
awards in 3rd level.
The annual academic awards ceremony
was held on Fri. 28th Nov. The guest
speaker was Seán Gillane SC, who provided a vivid, very entertaining, picture
of the Justice and Peace group that was
active in the 1980’s in the school. Yet, it
is also clear that the fundamentals of
student encouragement and empowerment were then, and still are, part of the
CSN landscape.
The academic award winners are: Luke
Foley: Music, Kieran Hinds: Art and
French, Kevin Holland: Applied Maths,
Chemistry, English, Maths and Physics.
(Kevin also received the IAMTA Gold
Medal for Applied Maths and the Institute of Physics Award for Physics for the
best marks, nationally, in those subjects). Michael Lane: Construction Studies, Jack O’Connor: Design and Communications Graphics, Michael O’Donovan Biology: Geography, (Michael also
received a JP McManus All-Ireland
Scholarship), Denis O’Driscoll: Business
and Conor Philpott: Business, History,
Gaeilge and German.
The following 4th Year students received a certificate to acknowledge their outstanding results in the Junior Certificate Examination 2014: Alex Black, Joseph Dilworth, Dylan Foley,
Cormac Larkin and Dylan Morley
Congratulations to all the recipients, their families and their teachers on such excellence
and achievement.
In Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh, we have always been interested in the academic performance of all our students. When we analysed the results this year, it was clear that students
at every level had done exceptionally well. This year, almost a third of our students got 500
points or better – the national average is less than 10%. Almost two-thirds of our students
bettered 400 points – the national average is just over a third. It is also clear that many of
our students did very well in terms of their own ability. That, too, is to be celebrated.
Congratulations to all our students on their achievements.
Mr. Foley.

Memo Board.

50th

Anniversary
Gala Dinner
Saturday 21st
March
in
Clarion Hotel,
Cork.

Tickets available from school
office.

We’ve come a long way from Laburnum house. From two classrooms,
our school has grown to more than 700 pupils taught by over sixty
teachers and staff. Today we have a beautiful purpose built school building along with excellent facilities such as the sports hall and science
labs. We have grown a lot over the years, making a name for ourselves
on the sports field, in the debating hall, at the chess board and of course
in our excellent exam results. Yet some things remain the same.
The values and ethos that this school was founded upon still live on today, 50 years later. We build on the tradition of the last 50 years as an
inclusive community. Respect is paramount in our school. Students,
teachers and staff all get on well together in an environment that encourages learning and personal development. This commitment can be
seen in the variety of activities being offered by our school today. Fourth
years coach and manage first year hurling and football teams. They play
in leagues refereed by teachers. Once a month the mountaineer club
climbs a mountain which past pupils and teachers supervise. The chess
club, debating society and sports activities all take place at lunch and
require student and teachers to give up their own time for others. This
shows how willing the student body and the teachers are to get involved
with the extracurricular side of school. 50 years ago our school set out to
provide a comprehensive, holistic education to all who attended it. It did
not focus on a narrow specific field but instead on a wide range of activities providing a broad curriculum that allowed students to mature and
develop into responsible adults. This tradition is the main purpose of
the school to this very day. All students are encouraged to become respectful inclusive members of society.
The theme of our celebratory mass was Joy in Friendship. It is often
said that our school years are the best years of our lives. It is also true
that the six years spent in secondary school fly by. Yet the memories we
make during this time, the things we experience and the people we
meet, we will remember for the rest of our lives. The joy of chatting with
our friends every day and the fun we have, are an essential part of
school life. Some of the friends we have here we’ve known for almost
our whole lives whilst others we may only have meet in first year. Yet
the friendships we create and develop in our school years stay with us.
The Values we learn at Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh encourage us all to
be inclusive, friendly and respectful.
Bishop Buckley presided at the mass. Fr. Tom Clancy, who has a long
association with our school was the celebrant and we were delighted to
welcome back past-pupil Fr. Colm O’Mahony to concelebrate.

David Reidy, Senior Prefect.

In 1964, Brother Bonaventure, a true visionary of his time, saw the need
to provide an education for young men in the growing communities of
the western suburbs of Cork. He believed in holistic approach to education and wished to develop the full person. So in September of 1964
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh opened its doors in Laburnum House, on
Model Farm Road to two first year classes.
The original school started with just 2 classrooms, a staffroom, and a
principal’s office and relied on Pres for the sports pitches and science
labs. With time the school grew and added prefabs and converted the
garage to additional classrooms.
From the outset, the distinctive characteristics of the school were ,the
emphasis on high academic achievement and on the belief that extracurricular development was an integral dimension of its educational programme. An atmosphere of respect, trust and cooperation between the
teachers and students was created and promoted.
With increasing pressure to provide places for students and given the
growing reputation of the school, the Presentation Brothers responded to
the requests and built the new school which was opened in 1971. Although moved from its original building the same sense of community
and academic excellence stayed with the school. Throughout the years
these have been nurtured and have grown.
In 1992, the Presentation Brothers withdrew from the direct management of the school, leaving the position of principal to a lay person, Mr
Kelliher. Over the last 50 years, Brother Bonaventure and Brother De
Sales – ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha- Brother Ephrem, Brother
Bede, Mr Kelliher, Mr McCarthy, Mr McCann, Mr Kennedy, Mr Sexton,
and Mr Foley have taken up the roles of principals and deputy principals.
The Presentation Brothers continued to maintain strong links with the
school some serving as staff, others through their involvement on the
Board of Management, others through their leadership and work in
S.H.A.R.E. and in the Edmund Rice Camp. We welcomed Brother Martin Kenneally , Brother Hickey and many other Brothers on the day. We
welcomed members of the board of management- past and present. The
Board Members have the overall responsibility for the running of the
school. They ensure that the school is run in accordance with the rules of
the Department of Education and Skills, and also in keeping with the
ethos of the school’s trustees – the Presentation Brothers Schools Trust.
The members are volunteers and bring their skills, as educators, accountants, solicitors, social workers and so on, to the running of the
school.
We welcomed also our Parents’ Association who provide support in a
wide variety of areas to the parents and to the management and staff of
the school. They organise a number of social gatherings and talks that
are of interest to parents and also arrange various fundraising events
that improve the facilities for students in the school.
Finally, we welcomed Lord Mayor Shields. Lord Mayor Shields has been
part of our school community for a long time. She came to our school
over the years to the various parent teacher meeting, ceremonies and
graduating masses with her sons. During her official visit to the school
this year, she was high in her praise for the school. It was great to have
her present as she is someone who understands our school, can relate to
the students in Coláiste an Spioraiid Naoimh and we know she thinks as
much of it as we do.
Peter Walsh, Senior Prefect.

Top Awards for Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh Students.

On Friday night, our annual academic awards ceremony took place in the library. This event is held each year to honour the
highest achieving students in both the Leaving and Junior Certificate exams. This year, the following students received
awards at Leaving Cert level :
Kevin Holland - Maths, Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry and English, Conor Philipott - Irish, German, Business and History. Michael O' Donovan - Geography and Biology. Kieran Hinds - French and Art. Denis O' Driscoll - Business. Luke Foley
- Music. Jack O' Connor - Design and Communication Graphics. Michael Lane - Construction Studies .The following students received awards for outstanding results at Junior Certificate level: Alex Black, Cormac Larkin, Dylan Foley, Joseph
Dilworth and Dylan Morley.
Our guest speaker was Mr. Sean Gillane SC who was a student in Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh from 1983 to 1989. Sean
spoke with great fondness of his time as a student in the school. He paid particular tribute to the ethos of Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh as being a school which provided for the education of the whole person - academic,social and spiritual. He reminisced about his involvement with the Justice and Peace group in the school. As an active member of this group, he became
aware of the many pressing social issues in Irish society. He recalled many Saturday afternoons spent campaigning in town
with fellow students against the Apartheid regime in South Africa. He acknowledged the role of Mr. Roche, his former economics teacher, as the person who first encouraged him to become socially active and indeed, this may have set him on his
chosen career path. In conclusion, he paid tribute to the role of Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh as a key pillar in the formation
of generations of young men in the Bishopstown area over the past fifty years.
Thanks to our TY students who welcomed the visitors and treated us to wonderful refreshments.
Coman Corcoran

Two Gold medals for Kevin Holland
On top of achieving an out-standing leaving certificate this year, Kevin Holland has also been awarded a gold medal for top marks in two subjects; Physics and Applied Mathematics. The Institute of Physics awards the gold medal
for Physics every year and the Irish Applied Maths Teachers Association
sponsors the gold medal for Applied Maths, both of which will be presented to
Kevin in the following weeks. Achieving one gold medal is a rarity but two is a
very impressive feat. He is currently studying Chemical and Process Engineering in UCC.

On Mr. Comerford’s retirement –

A valediction by The Dodger

I think Willy Shakespeare must have had Mr. Comerford in mind when he wrote, “he doth bestride the world like a colossus.” And that’s what he was – a Colossus – I mean Mr. Comerford, of course. While not the biggest of men physically, he towered over the Titans in his erudition, in his jocularity, in his humanity. They say that teachers never grow old –
well, not really; most of them resemble Peter Pan. Decades of interaction with young teenagers enable them to put their
hands on the wheel of time and stop it, albeit temporarily. Mr Comerford succeeded in bringing it to a grinding halt. A
teacher can have complete mastery over his / her subject but it does not matter a whit if he / she can’t engage, can’t
open up to the students. Mr Comerford could and did – because he was young at heart.
His exuberance manifested itself in the classroom, on the corridors, on the training pitches, at competitive matches. His
educational philosophy could be summed up by the maxim “education through fun.” I think I must have learned ten
“new big words” in every English class he taught: grandiloquence; contumely; obeisance; gasconade - the list goes on.
He was, still is presumably, a veritable thesaurus. What was truly fascinating was the way he introduced us to new vocabulary- like a comedic actor engaging with his audience – the drum roll of words reaching a crescendo until the key
moment when he’d shout “all together boys.” And to a man we would duly oblige and do you know what? The words
went in and stayed.
In the corridors, in the schoolyard, outside the school, sometimes in the most unlikely of places, Mr Comerford always
had time to have a friendly chat. It could be about anything but it was always student centred. I can’t quite put my finger
on it but he had a kind of spontaneity: students ended up talking about family, hobbies and weekend activities. In many
ways he wasn’t like a teacher at all- more like some interesting guy who would stay behind to talk and have a laugh.
He brought the same philosophy to bear on the hurling field: earnest endeavour, the will to win, self-expression, but
most importantly, the freedom to enjoy oneself. Every Student in CSN who took a hurley in his hand and played a competitive match under his stewardship, knew it was not the end of the world if the team lost. Every student was encouraged to go out, do his best and enjoy the game. We thank him for that. To give him his due he was an accomplished tactician but he could be impetuous. I recall on one very wet miserable day, when our Under 14 Hurling Team was being
ignominiously trounced, Mr Comerford cast an eye on the shivering subs and instructed his fellow coach – it could have
been Mr Greene – “put on Walsh; his grandfather played for The Barrs.” Three minutes later Walsh got a golden goal
opportunity but he hit fresh air. A disgusted Mr Comerford was overheard muttering “take him off! he’s useless!”
So what is Mr.Comerford's legacy? Will he be missed? We senior students have set our sights on the Leaving Cert and
after that who knows? I suppose we’re too busy to give his departure much thought. But I know for sure that in years to
come we will remember Mr.Comerford with great affection. We will remember his little idiosyncrasies: his forgetfulness: the half hour he probably spent day in day out looking for keys, notes, books; the public display of love he demonstrated for his dogs that accompanied him everywhere; his little chuckle of satisfaction having told a hilarious story or
joke. But we will also remember him for reaching out and touching our lives: the golf outings; road bowling on country
roads in the halcyon days; the trips to Dublin on some C.S.P.E project or other; the student council meetings. Most of all
we will remember him as a super teacher – A Living Legend.
“Vale”, Mr. Comerford – or should I say “ Vale atque Ave” – I believe that you intend to continue coaching C.S.N hurling
teams. Pity the full forward who hears the war cry; “warm up Walsh, you’re coming off.”

Building on the Great Tradition of a wide variety of
Extra-curricular Activities in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh.
CSN DEBATING
CSN debating has had an interesting start to the year. The society has had a good intake of talented First Years in September, which will hopefully carry us forward when the elders of the society leave the school. We have had a lot of success competitively this year. In the UCC Philosophical Society debating competition, five students have advanced into the
quarter-finals: Mark Reidy, David Reidy, Conor McKeown, Osama Shammary and Joseph Dilworth. Moving onto the
junior competitions, we also experienced great success in the Matheson National Mace. Five of the students sent to the
National finals in April from Munster came from CSN. Alan O’Sullivan, Shane Cahill, Martin Mosin, Cian Morey and Callum are progressing to the finals. I wish all of those listed best of luck in their respective competitions. Finally, I would
like to welcome any people who wish to give debating a go to come to the society’s meetings in Room 4 at Friday
lunchtimes.
Joseph Dilworth, Vice-Chairman.

FIRST YEAR FOOTBALL- Lunchtime
Leagues
This year the first year football leagues were of an exceptional
standard. The four teams that competed - Naomh Pádraig,
Naomh Fionnbarra, Naomh Antóin, and Naomh Breandán all could have emerged victorious, but it was Naomh
Breandán who triumphed in the end. Naomh Breandán,
captained by Jamie O Sullivan, beat Naomh Padraig on a
scoreline of 1-9(12) to 1-1(4) in the final.
The matches were played at lunchtimes in CSN, each team
was given 2 or 3 mentors (4th year students) and they gave up
their lunch by coming out onto the school pitch to pick teams
for each match. The matches were 20 minutes in length, and
were refereed by Ms. O Connor, Mr. Walsh, Mr. Twomey, Mr.
O Reilly, Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Sexton
I, along with Shane Dunne, was involved in coaching Naomh
Breandán. I found the coaching of the younger students to be
a thoroughly enjoyable experience. It was great to see that the
time I put into picking teams paid off.
Well done to all students and teachers involved in this wonderful competition.
Dave Óg Coleman (4th year)

CLOUD of THINK
Our editors, along with Miss O'Sullivan - librarian at CSN - held a competition for November comprised of 5 categories:
short story; poem; review; bookmark; and poster. Entries weren't too numerous and a good thing too because submissions were meaty, high-brow affairs for the most part and required a great amount of attention to read, edit and post. But
it was worth it. Winners include Graham Harrington for his belle lettre on "And Quiet Flows the Don;" an extraordinary
poem from Liam Whelan entitled "Footprints;" and a disturbing yet compellingly psychological story from Cian Morey
called "Red." Thanks very much to all those who partook and best of luck with future endeavours.
R.H.

LE CHÉILE.
Le Chéile is a peer support group set up by Ms. Cleary and the transition year students. The aim of the group is to offer a welcoming and enjoyable experience for first
year students in the school.
Transition year students attended the first year induction day. They welcomed and
chatted to the nervous first years and answered any questions the new students had.
With the help of the sixth year prefects they took the students on a tour of the school.
For the coming months the transition year students, with the help of Ms.Cleary hope to organise a few enjoyable events
for the first years to take part in. Various ideas have been submitted by the transition year students and the group is currently shortlisting ideas and coming up with new ones.
David McGregor.

ROTARY.
Every year the Rotary Club of Ireland aims to reward young people
who have demonstrated their leadership potential mainly based on
extra-curricular involvement. They do this through the Rotary
Youth Leadership Award. The Bishopstown Rotary club selects candidates to put forward for the award through a series of interviews
at school, club and regional level.
Originally two members of the Rotary club carried out interviews in
our school to select a candidate to put forward to the Bishopstown
area finals where they would compete against Mount Mercy, Colaiste Choilm and 6 other schools from the locality. The Rotary club
conducts interviews with each candidate and picks a winner to represent them at the Munster finals. As I was selected as the winner I
then represented Cork at the Munster finals in the Malton hotel in
Killarney where schools from all over Munster compete for the Award. Four interviewers then selected three winners
from the 12 schools competing.
The prize for the overall winners is a week-long Leadership Development Programme which includes a visit to Belfast
and Dublin to meet with local political and business leaders. The highlight of the trip is the opportunity to debate a variety of motions in the European Parliament in Strasbourg at Euroscola.
I will travel to Strasbourg on the 25th of January to represent the School, County and Country at the Youth Parliament
of Europe. The Rotary experience is fantastic and any student who expresses interest in the competition should submit
his application at the beginning of 5th year.
Euan Lindsay

GERMAN EXCHANGE.
Fifth year German students Jack Arslan, James
O'Driscoll, James Hogan,Liam Whelan and Peter
Murphy pictured with their German exchange
partners from Cologne and their German teacher
Ms. Lordan. This is the seventh year that the
school has been involved in this highly successful
exchange.
Ms Lordan

SOCCER
After losing to Ballincollig C.S. and Rochestown College, the under 19 team bowed out of the Munster Senior Cup. The
under 15’s were defeated by Carrigaline C.S. Thanks to both panels for their commitment to trainings since early September. A special word of appreciation to the 6th years for their loyalty to C.S.N soccer teams over the past six years.
We wish them all the best in their Leaving Certificate exams.
The under 17 team began their campaign with a comprehensive win over St.Colmans Middleton. Gordon O'Meara (2), Dean Sexton, Cian o Flynn, Ronan Deasy, Robert Wyse and Jonathan Keefe were the goal scorers in a 7-0 victory. In a very competitive second round game
against Christian Brothers College, a second half goal by Cian O Flynn was the decisive score
in a 1-0 victory. The u/17s played some excellent football and had to be patient to break
down a stubborn Christians defence.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family, friends and team-mates of Evan Kidney on the loss of a well-loved and
popular son, brother and friend. Evan represented C.S.N school soccer teams, u15 and under17. May he rest in Peace.
Mr O Mahony, Mr Brett & Mr Davis.

TREND MICRO
This Year I am part of the Trend Micro team with 16
other Transition Year students. As part of the team I
had an opportunity to go to the Trend micro headquarters in Cork city. The Trend Micro headquarter is
situated on Model Farm Road, near some of the biggest Tech-companies in Cork such as Boston Scientific.
As a global leader in IT security, Trend Micro develops
innovative security solutions that make the world safe
for businesses and consumers to exchange digital information. With over 25 years of security expertise,
Trend Micro is recognized as the market leader in server security, cloud security, and small business content
security.
We were invited to go to Trend Micro on the 16th October. 15 students were selected by our teachers, Ms. Healy and Ms. Cleary. We
arrived at Trend Micro in the morning at 11 o’clock. Then we went into the visitor’s room and we were escorted by the staff to a room
where other schools were present.
The day started with us being introduced to the speakers of the day. First of all we discussed the importance of how to protect your
computer and software from hackers and people phishing. Then we were taught how to choose our email passwords sensibly.
During the lunch break we used the Oculus Rift. The Oculus Rift uses custom tracking technology to provide ultra-low latency 360°
head tracking, allowing you to seamlessly look around the virtual world just as you would in real life. Every subtle movement of your
head is tracked in real time creating a natural and intuitive experience.
After that we actually prepared the presentation that we will present to the current first years in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh. We
went through the phases of the presentation and the three topics: 1. your online reputation, 2. your online safety and 3. Cyberbullying. This is called the Be-Smart Programme for transition years. We finished up by choosing the roles of each person in the
group. I will be helping to present the project. I really enjoyed Trend Micro and I feel that we benefited from it and I hope the 1st years
benefit from it too.

Talha Mannan

S.H.A.R.E.
Visit to President Higgins at Áras an Uachtaráin
On the 10th of October, Tadgh Butler and I were invited, as part of
the SHARE Executive, to visit President Higgins at his residence at
Aras an Uachtaráin in Dublin.
It was a great occasion for the whole SHARE community as this
was the very first time that the SHARE Executive met the President. We arrived at Áras an Uachtaráin and were brought inside to
the state room, where we listened to the President’s speech and
had tea with him.
We were then given a tour of Áras an Uachtaráin by a member of
the President’s special security team.
It was a memorable occasion for me and all on the executive as it
was the last activity we did together.
Tabish Muhammed

TRADITIONAL MUSIC GROUP.

The Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh Trad. Music Group was formed
this year under the guidance of Mrs Dorgan.
Currently we have accordion, guitar, fiddle, tin whistle and banjo
players as well as singers. Our players include junior and senior
students who enjoy playing traditional music in a relaxed atmosphere.
We meet every Tuesday lunchtime in room 13. We encourage
anyone interested to come along even if you like listening to music but cannot play.
Joseph Twomey

BIODIVERSITY IN SCHOOL GROUNDS
Transition Year Horticulture students have been busy making
birdfeeders from recycled materials. Plastic water bottles and
sweet tins were used to make a selection of feeders. A selection
of different birdfoods will be provided to attract a wide range
of wildbirds into the school grounds.

CLOUD OF THINK

RTE visit Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh offers a unique outlet for aspiring authors, poets and journalists in the form of the Cloud
of Think society and website. At present there are over two hundred articles on the website, ranging from social commentaries on the Ukraine to intriguing book reviews, and from an analysis of W. B. Yeats’ poetry to short, madcap
works of not-quite-science fiction.
It was not so long ago that our school’s creative writers and their website caught the attention of RTÉ, who were seeking an inventive way to launch this year’s Specsavers Children’s Short Story Competition. A creative writing workshop
was filmed on the 3rd of October. The budding writers offered opinions and ideas, and read samples of their work. The
footage was later broadcast on RTÉ’s Today show to kick off the competition in a unique and creative way. Our writers
have made quite an impression on the country, and they will, undoubtedly, continue to amaze us all. A clip from the
‘Today show’ is available to watch on the school’s website. The website Cloud of Think is continuously updated with
new articles at www.cloudofthink.ie.

CSN MOUNTAINEERING CLUB.
The Mountaineering club, which started in the early 1970’s
is the oldest mountaineering club in Cork. It is currently
under the leadership of Mr. Cramer a past student of the
school who held the almost honourable title of club secretary. I received this title at the beginning of the year. The
club is currently captained by 6th year Peter Walsh, the first
club captain in the clubs forty year history not to be able to
navigate!!. His second in command is Daniel Dilworth, the
club’s vice captain. Despite being club captain and vice
captain, true control over the club resides in Mr. Cramer’s
hands, power he shares with some of the teachers that go
climbing with the club, such as “Headgirl” Ms. Walsh, and
the past members he calls back for climbs.
The club goes on quite a few climbs each school year, generally one a month, climbing places from the Galtee Mountains to Mangerton, and the Kerry Way when conditions are too bad to do a climb. There are attempts to organise a trip
abroad to Wales, during the last few days of the Easter holidays. There is the annual First Year climb, which generally
takes place on Mangerton towards the end of the school year. The climb takes the first years on the climb to give them
a taste of what the mountaineering club is like.
The club has been on three climbs this year, with an account of each put into The Log Book by the club secretary. I am
very happy to have been given the position as it allows me to read through this book and see how the club has changed
over the years. Let’s hope we get another forty years of the club!
Club Secretary & Photographer
Timothy McCarthy.

Thank you to all who contributed articles or photos to Spiorad Signals. We are delighted to share with the whole school
community a flavour of the many experiences here in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh, which makes this a very special place.
Happy Christmas to all our readers and best wishes for 2015.

B. Moriarty.

Comórtas Díospóireachta An Phiarsaigh
Chuir foirne sóisearcha agus sinsireacha Choláiste an Spioraid Naoimh
isteach ar chomórtas díospóireachta an Phiarsaigh ag tús na bliana scoile seo.
Dhein Iníon S. Uí Chonchúir teagmháil le heagraithe an chomórtais agus tháinig
sí chugainn leis an eolas go léir faoi rialacha agus coinníollacha a bhain le foirne
díospóireachta a ghlacfadh páirt ann. Chuireamar dhá fhoireann le chéile,
foireann shóisearach do dhaltaí atá sa timthriall sóisearach agus foireann
shinsireacha do dhaltaí ins an Idirbhliain agus sa Chúigiú Bliain. B’éigean dúinn
triúr a bheith ar gach foireann, agus ionadaí amháin a fháilt ar eagla nach
mbeadh duine in ann teacht ar an lá. Tháinig Liam Ó Faoláin, Cormac Ó Lorcáin
agus mise le chéile tráthnóna Déardaoin amháin ag am lóin chun cleachtadh a
dhéanamh agus na sonraí a fháilt amach maidir le rialacha an chomórtais. Ceapadh Liam mar chaptaen, tá a fhios againn gur maith leis an stádas! Tháinig ár
bhfoireann shóisearch linn. Bhí Christopher Murphy (captaen), Alan O’ Sullivan
agus Shane Cahill mar bhaill na foirne. Fuarthas rún na díospóireachta seachtain
roimh ré, ‘s mar sin, bhíomar in ann an díospóireacht a leagan amach agus é a
chleachtadh i rith na seachtaine. Ní haon ionadh é go rabhamar imníoch roimh
an gcomórtas. Ní rud furasta é seasamh os comhair daoine nár bhuail tú riamh
leo agus labhairt os ard … as Gaelainn! An rún a bhí ag an bhfoireann shóisearach ná ‘’Ba cheart gach gairdín ainmhithe a dhúnadh’’, roghnaíodh rún eile don bhfoireann shinsireach ‘’Tá rialtas na hÉireann beag beann ar fhabhanna na ndaoine bochta’’. D’eagraigh na múinteoirí bus chun muidne a thabhairt chuig Coláiste Phádraig, Cnoc
Ghairdinéir.
Chuaigh na foirne sóisearcha ar dtús. Dhein na leaids an-jab, agus bhí díospóireacht dhian acu i gcoinne
na bhfoirne eile. Chaith siad trí nóiméad an duine ag labhairt faoi na cúiseanna nár cheart gach zú a dhúnadh.
Faraor, níor bhuadar an comórtas agus theip orthu dul ar aghaidh do dtí an chéad bhabhta eile. An méid sin ráite,
chuaigh siad i dtaithí ar scileanna díospóireachta agus cinnte gur fhoghlaim siad cúpla rud. Thug na moltóirí
comhairle dóibh ag deireadh an chomórtais. Níor tháinig ach foireann amháin eile chuig an díospóireacht
shinsireach ar an lá, agus mar sin, chuamar ar aghaidh go dtí an chéad bhabhta eile. Thug na moltóirí comhairle
dúinn, an rud is tabhachtaí ná go gcaithfidh Liam stocaí dubha a chaitheamh an chéad uair eile!
Ba mhaith linn buíochas a ghabháil leis an mbeirt Iníon Uí Chonchúir as ucht na hiarrachta a dhein siad agus an teolas go léir a tugadh dúinn.
Le Cian Ó Murchú

Bebras.
On Friday the 14th the Bebras competition was held in the computer room. The Irish Bebras Computing Contest
(IBCC) is a competition which aims to raise awareness of Computer Science in a fun and rewarding way. It was set
up in September 25th 2004 in Lithuania and its original aim was to check the complexity of the questions.
This is a competition that asks the student to use their problem solving skills and common sense to try and find out
the correct answers. The questions are called bebras tasks and there is 15 questions for every exam. There is no
study needed for these tasks as they are basically testing the persons problem solving and common sense.
I found the competition to be fun and challenging. The questions were very difficult and involved a lot of thinking.
Out of all the students that took part every single one enjoyed the experience and thought that this competition was
a great idea.
Chris Kirby

Maths Circles
Maths Circles is now up and running in room 4 at lunchtime on Mondays. Dennis O’Sullivan, a past pupil now studying
financial maths in UCC, oversees maths fun puzzles and problems. Maths Circles is for 1 st years who like maths challenges and is sponsored by UCC Maths Department. For any further information, talk to Mr. Coughlan, Mr. Fagan or
Ms. Joyce.

Picture: Dennis is pictured with a crowd of very camerashy 1st year students.

ISTA Senior Science Quiz.
The annual regional Senior Science quiz was held on Thursday 13th November in UCC. Three teams from Spioraid
Naoimh participated and two teams qualified for the National
final held in TCD November on 22nd after a tense tie-breaker
round between both CSN teams.

Picture 1: Darragh Corkery, Conor O’Brien and David
O’Connor

Picture 2: Nathan Volfango and Peter Fagan.

Picture 3: David Reidy, Mark Reidy and Daniel Dilworth.
There were 44 teams participating in the National finals. The quiz was hosted by Aoibhinn Ní Shuilleabháin and organised by the Irish Science Teachers Association. CSN did very well on the day, the highest placed team finished 7 th. Congratulations to all of those who participated.
Ms Joyce.

Vex Robots
This year Bishopstown Rotary generously donated a Vex Robotics kit to the school. The Vex robotics competition is an
annual worldwide competition and is hosted in Ireland by EMC. The competition and kit is designed to encourage students to take an interest in engineering and computing by engaging in a fun yet challenging competition.
The CSN team are all from 3rd year; Harry Moran, Matthew Cronin, Séan Cronin, Elvinas Seporatis, Conor Fagan, Steve Ranjan
and Kevin O’Regan. Their robot, G-Raf, is designed to pick up
cubes and build a Vex Skyrise using a claw. They came fourth in
the November 5th Scrimmage held in CIT and are ready to particpate on Friday 28th of November for the finals.

CSN has a few more students also participating in the Vex competition with CIT Coder Dojo. Dean Hodge, Dylan Morley, Conor
McKeown and Joe Conway have designed and built Johnny 5 and
beat CSN in the practice session to come 3rd. May the best team
(CSN, obviously) win!

EWB
Engineers Without Borders (EWB) is an international organisation
attempting to bridge the gap between academia, industry and
NGOs. EWB /UCC is a student led organisation attempting to educate and raise awareness regarding sustainable development. Former pupil and member of EWB /UCC, Ross Christie, approached
CSN physics teachers before the Summer and asked would the TY
physics class participate in a competition to raise awareness about
sustainable design and energy consumption. Under the guidance of
Ross and Ms. Joyce, this resulted in the TY physics class designing
and building their own wind turbines from recyclable materials.
The project took place over several weeks and with much input
from Ross. Three teams went to UCC on Friday November 21 st, to
participate in a competition organised by Ross and his fellow EWB
members.
The three teams, pictured below with their wind turbines were;
Cormac Larkin, Elisha Pangan ,Dylan Foley, Dylan Morley, Allan
Barry, Nathaniel Grant, Brian Donovan and Conor McKeown; Patrick Vicente and Aziz Nasser. The competition on the day was very
well organised and the lads all enjoyed the adjudication process
where they had to explain their design and prove that the turbine
worked. Cormac’s team finished second but Brian Donovan and his
team were highly commended for their excellent work.

Ross Christie, Elisha Pangan, Cormac Larkin and
Dylan Foley.

Aziz Nasser, Patrick Vicente.
Allan Barry, Dylan Morley, Conor McKeown, Nathaniel Grant and Brian Donovan.

READATHON 2014.

On the 19th of November, all 1st and 2nd year students took part in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh’s annual “Readathon”
which was organised by Transition Year students. The event lasted for the full school day. The students raised money for
the following charities: Marymount Hospice, The Presentation Brothers’ School Project in Africa, The L’Arche Community, and The Irish Guide Dogs For The Blind. Overall, the day was a great success with a substantial amount of money
raised for these good causes. We would like to say well done to all our first and second year readers and a sincere thank
you to their parents.
Seán Layzell.

Green Schools

This year the school’s first ever Green Schools committee was formed. The committee consists of 16 people from 1 st to 4th
year. This committee is working towards getting the school’s first green flag in litter and waste management. We hope to
achieve this by the end of the year but in the mean time we will be organising many activities and campaigns to promote
awareness in the school. We would also like to ask for everyone’s co-operation throughout the year.
Jack Falvey and David Macilwraith (Members Of The Schools Green Schools Committee)

CAKE SALE for Irish Guide Dogs Association.
On Wednesday the 5th of November a cake sale was held in the G.P. room by Naomh Proinsías 3rd Year. The cake sale
was to raise money for the Guide Dogs which is the organisation we have chosen for our action project. Lots of treats like
brownies, cookies and buns were sold. After selling the goods during the third period and the ten minute break, we managed to make €174.00. We would like to say a special thanks to our teacher Ms. Dorgan for all the hard work she put in.
Thank you to everyone who purchased the items. It was a huge success. We went to the guide dogs centre on the 9th of
December where we presented the cheque. This is all to do with the junior certificate C.S.P.E action project so it was a
proud moment for this school when our 3rd year class organised a successful cake sale.
Brian Power

CHESS
Three teams (A, B and C) took part in a chess friendly against Bandon Grammar School on Monday, 1 st December. Our
students played very well and they represented their school in a positive manner. Everyone enjoyed the chess friendly
morning. Our chess players were deemed to be the WINNERS. The following chess players from CSN took part in this
chess friendly: Nathaniel Grant, Dylan Morley, Alex Lobo, Richard Vanyai, Sufian Mohammad, Dean Newman, Jordan O
Sullivan, Conor McKeown, Osama Ahmed, Aaron McGee, Liam Duff, Peter Kelliher and Alan McDonald .
Iontach! T Ó Cadhla

T.Y. students
launch the
Christmas Food
Appeal
for St. V. de Paul
at coffee morning
for staff.

Senior Footballers march into Munster Semi-finals.
Having lost out to Rochestown in the Simcox cup before the mid-term, the CSN Senior Footballers regrouped well to win
their first two games in the Munster Championship.
In that Simcox match, the CSN team fought bravely in the second half, but were eventually beaten by a strong Rochestown team on the score line of 3-11 to 1-10. Their focus quickly turned to the Munster competition, and a first round
game against Pobailscoil na Troinoide of Youghal. After doing so well in the Senior Hurling thus far this year, a lot of the
boys were looking to continue their march forward in both codes. Pobailscoil na Troinoide proved very tough opponents
and despite CSN taking an early four point lead, the Youghal school never let up in their fight back. The Colaiste defence
had to be at their very best, particularly in the second half when Youghal went all out attack. Only a late “45” and a Steven Sherlock goal finally put a bit of daylight between the teams. Relief was the overwhelming feeling at the final whistle. The final score on the day was 2-11 to 1-9.
Up next was a quarter final outing against Glanmire. St. Vincents GAA was the venue for the game, in which CSN delivered their most convincing performance of the year to date. Holding a five point lead at the interval, Spioraid Naoimh
upped their game in the second half and ran out convincing winners on a score line of 2-20 to 1-7. Glanmire simply had
no answers for CSNs’ work rate throughout the field and ability to take their scores when the chances arose.
Abbey CBS of Tipperary are the opponents in the semi-final where an even better performance will be necessary from
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh.
Mr S. Linehan

UCC and Cork schools
unite in aid of Irish WheelChair Association Sport
On Friday, November 21st, students
from twenty post-primary schools
around Cork city and county gathered
in the Mardyke Arena to take part in a
Wheelchair Basketball Charity Open.
The fundraising event to support Irish
Wheelchair Association Sport in their on-going endeavours to drive and promote the agenda of physical activity and
sport for people with disabilities was organised by final year students in the BEd. Sports Studies & Physical Education
degree programme in UCC.
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh sent a group of fifteen fourth year students along to the event and the manner in which
they represented themselves, their families and the school on the day was admirable. All students took part in the
matches in wheelchairs to give them the opportunity to experience adapted physical activity and in doing so raise awareness of disability and sport among young people. Not only did this fundraiser prove to be a fun and rewarding occasion
for the students involved but it helped promote the ideal of inclusion in sport.
Personally, I would like to thank each and every student for their efforts in obtaining sponsorship for the event, Ms.
Anne Cleary for her guidance and support in ensuring the school’s participation in the event and Brian Coffey, past pupil
and SSPE student for his help on the day. In all, the event raised a combined total E5, 010.

Mr Lester.

Hurling

CSN hurlers have had a busy first term
competing in both Cork Post Primary and
Munster Colleges competitions.
Our U14 panel have played two games to
date in the Cork Post Primary Schools A
competition and have acquitted themselves well on both outings, winning one
and losing the other in a tight encounter.
In the first game CSN were narrowly beaten by Colaiste Choilm while in their second competitive match the young CSN
hurlers enjoyed a fine win against Rochestown College on a score line of 1-14 to 5-04. Mr O’Kelly and Mr Greene are
delighted with the efforts made by all involved. Liam O’Driscoll, John Grealy, Jamie O’Sullivan and Patrick O’Neill have
performed particularly well throughout the campaign to date.
Our U16 1/2 hurlers travelled to Fermoy on the 23 rd of September to take on Abbey CBS in the first round of the Munster competition. Unfortunately on the day our opponents proved too strong and despite a spirited late rally the final
whistle concluded CSN’s involvement in the competition.
CSN U16 ½ Panel : David Og Coleman, Eoin Lombard, Dylan Kierans, Ger Collins, Jack O’Farrell, Conor O’Hora, Michael Murphy, Daire Cullinane, Luke Lordan, Bill O’Connell, Ryan Riordan, Ciaran Cullinane, Ciaran Foley, Ciaran Foley, Cian O'Flynn, Emmett Ryan, Cathal McCarthy, Shane Dunne, Kelvin Forde Capt., Cillian MacPhilips, Conor Larkin,
Aidan Cassidy, Kevin Barry, Bill O'Connell, Ronan Deasy, Colm O’Driscoll, Aaron Davin.
The CSN Senior hurlers opened their Munster B campaign (Corn Thomáis Mhic Choilm) against St Augustines of Dungarvan on the 7th of October in Killeagh. Over the hour CSN demonstrated great resolve in defence and opportunism in
attack and eventually emerged winners on a score line of 3-14 to 3-07. Alan McCarthy, Cillian Tyers, Kelvin Forde and
Darragh Corkery played particularly well. On Wednesday the 15 th of October the senior hurlers travelled to Whitechurch
to take on PS Glanmire in the second group game of the competition. Glanmire started strongly but CSN fought back
well to end the first half on 1-05 apiece. Stout defence from Olan Davin and Sean O’Rourke and three successfully converted long range frees from Shane Kearney were notable features of the first half. Glanmire posed questions of our defence in the early stages of the second half however CSN responded in kind with a volley of well taken points as well as a
superbly taking goal by Cillian Tyers to finish out the game CSN 2-21 PS Glanmire 3-12. In the first round of the knock
out stage of the competition CSN met Rice College Ennis in Rathkeale on the 19 th of November. Playing against a strong
wind and a stubborn opposition CSN found themselves trailing by 7 points at half time. In a dour second half CSN battled hard in defence and snatched vital scores to turn the momentum of the contest in their favour. The contributions of
Conor Cahalane, Cillian Tyers and Darragh Corkery at key times were crucial to the outcome of the game: CSN 1-11 Rice
College Ennis 1-09. The quarter final is due to take place on January 14th 2015 and our opponents are Clonakilty CC.
In the 1st round of the Dr. O’Callghan Cup CSN were once more drawn to play PS Glanmire. On the 7 th of November in
Ballygarvan both teams began in a determined fashion. Goalkeeper, Ger Collins, was excellent throughout the half while
upfront Patrick Collins and Richard Lombard were instrumental in serving up some great passages of play. Despite Spiorad Naoimh enjoying an advantage on the scoreboard the second half proved to be a full blooded contest with CSN finishing with 2 goals and 19 points to PS Glanmire’s 2 goals and 6 points.
CSN Senior Panel: Sean Foley , Alan McCarthy, Barry McIntyre, Ben Murphy, Brian McCarthy, Brian Rigney, Brian
Spillane, Cathal Fitzpatrick, Cillian McPhillips, Cillian Tyers, Conor Cahalane, Conor Hegarty, Daragh Holmes, Darragh
Corkery, David Og Coleman, Eoghan McCarthy, Eoghan O'Sullivan, Eoin Lombard, Gerard Collins, Jack Arslan, Kelvin
Forde, Kevin Maguire, Mark Hannon, Olan Davin, Patrick Collins Capt., Richard Lombard, Sean O'Leary, Sean
O'Rourke, Sean Tyers, Shane Kearney, Steven Sherlock. Selectors: M.Comerford, D.Coughlan & B.Walsh

BASKETBALL

The U16 team are on a roll!

(Although they did hit a bump against Kenmare in the Schools' Cup!) Having beaten Colaiste Chriost Ri in the quarter-final
of the U16 Cork League, they then beat Glanmire Community College in a thrilling semi-final. When I say thrilling.... it was
thrilling from half-time on!!! Prior to that we were struggling and the side-line was a pretty uncomfortable place to be. At
half-time it was 15-25 and things were not looking good for CSN but in the third quarter Spioraid Naomh scored 9 points
and played great defense, allowing the opposition to score only one basket. (Dara Costelloe deserves special mention for his
superb defensive play.) And so, we were back in the game and from then on, there was rarely more than one point between
the teams.
With 40 seconds left on the clock, we led by a basket and the score was 30-28 but Chriost Ri got possession to equalise and it
looked like we were heading for extra time. However, with only a few seconds remaining Rob Wyse dribbled the ball down
the court , laid the ball up and thankfully scored, putting us out of our misery and guaranteeing us a place in the U16 Cork
final, on Thursday December 4th, in Neptune Stadium.
We played the final against Patrician Academy, Mallow and it was ANOTHER nail-biter!!! We led by one point at the end of
the first quarter, only to be down by 2 baskets at the end of the second quarter! The lead kept changing hands throughout the
game but with four minutes to go we were 7 points down and my heart was sinking. Mr Driscoll kept commenting that we
were going to win the game, I couldn't see it happening ....BUT... Patrician Academy ran in to foul trouble and Jonathan
Keeffe hit a purple patch, scoring several free throws apparently effortlessly...(Jonathan scored in total 15 of our 46 points
and Rob Wyse scored 14.) It was a great team performance right up until the last 29 seconds....then....we were one basket up
and all we needed was ONE COOL HEAD and unfortunately we hadnt one on the court!!!! We only had to hold possession
for 29 seconds and instead we gave the ball away.......TWICE!!!.... AND Patrician Academy got 2 free throws. They scored
one. The score was then 44-43. Fortunately, Lady Luck was smiling on us as Jonathan Keeffe got possession and scored a
basket at the other end on the buzzer... it was no more than we deserved!!!!
Roll on 2015 and the All-Ireland Play-Offs!!!!
U19
On Wednesday November 26th Patrician Academy came to Spioraid Naoimh. It was the quarter-final of the Cork U19 league
and we were the underdogs. With a squad of eight players on the day, five of whom were fourth years and with Brian O' Neill
injured and so doing the score-sheet for us, it wasn't looking good. However with superb passing, some effective direct play,
not to mention the play of James Hogan, Mark Hannon and Kevin Barry, who were on fire and shooting three pointers at
will, the Gods appeared to be smiling down on us!
Against the odds we finished ahead in all three quarters. It wasn't to be however, as fatigue beat us in the final quarter......(to
be honest the opposition weren't half bad either!)
A big THANK YOU to the U19 team for their commitment and enthusiasm... they were a pleasure to work with this term...(as
ALL BASKETBALLERS are!!!) We look forward to doing a bit of damage next year U19, as the present team will combine
with the U16s so......for Mr Driscoll and myself, that's something to look forward to!!!
Second Year Leagues.
The final of the Second Year Class Leagues takes place next week. The two teams involved are Sean Cunningham's Team, and
Shane Riordan's Team. Both teams met serious competition in their semi-final matches and the final likewise will DEFINITELY be a great game. The players on Sean Cunningham's team are: Liam O' Driscoll, Gearoid Murphy, Adam Hayes, Jason Scully,Dara McGee. And on Cian Spicer's Team: Shane Riordan,Liam Kelleher Twomey, Adam Murphy O'Dwyer and
Ronan O' Connor.

Ms Walsh

Settling into Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh
‘Coming to CSN is the best decision I ever made’
Having completed my first four months in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh, settling in to the daily routine of classes has
been startlingly easy. This was helped enormously by the various extra-curricular activities, both during and after
school time. The first of these activities were the First Year Hurling and Football leagues. They helped everyone in
the class to get to know each other, and as we had only begun school a couple of weeks earlier, I for one, did not
know the names of the other boys in the class. But, as the games went on I became more comfortable around the other boys in Naomh Antóin.
However, the friendly atmosphere in our class is not just down to the first year leagues…. Teachers have given us a
warm welcome and every opportunity to enjoy and do well in school. They have helped everybody in the class realise
their potential and feel confident before the Christmas Exams. The older students have also been a fantastic help,
always prepared to point us in the right direction if we ever get lost.
I cannot ever remember going to any club or team and being able to settle in so quickly and easily. Deciding to come
to CSN has been one of the best decisions I have ever made, and I am sure that I will reap the rewards of this in future years.
John Greally .

‘I made many new friends and look forward to school every day’
On the 26th of August as I walked through the gates of Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh with my friends, I feared moving
into a new school. I was dreading managing a locker as I thought I was so disorganised, but all those anxieties were
put to bed after the first week in CSN. We were given a wonderfully warm welcome on the first day by Mr. Sexton,
Mr. Foley, Mr. Twomey, the sixth year prefects and all our new teachers. Immediately we all felt secure in our new
school. The school day would be longer of course, but after a day or two, I noticed that the day felt shorter than those
in primary school. No doubt the adage “Time flies when you are having fun” comes to mind. The changing of classes,
while at first seemed strange, now feels like normality to me. I like the variety of subjects and the tests we have on a
weekly basis are certainly keeping us on our toes.
Lunchtimes are always a busy time for me. Between the Enterprise Club, the Maths Club and the Seomra Caidrimh, I
do not have much time! When I began in CSN, I was really looking forward to playing with the U-14 football team as
I am a fanatical football fan. Our two mentors Iníon Uí Chonchúir and Mr. O’ Reilly make our training sessions and
our matches very enjoyable for us. We are looking forward to winning our next match!
I have made many new friends in first year and really look forward to going to school every morning. I am delighted
that I chose to go to Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh rather than any other school because I have settled in so well. My
dad is a past pupil and I am honoured to be part of the historic celebrations of CSN’s jubilee year. Mar a deirtear “Is
aoibhinn beatha an scoláire” agus níl aon dabht ná go n-éiríonn le Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh é seo a chuir i gcrích.
Joey Harrington

Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh congratulates past-pupil on recent ordination to
Priesthood.

On 23rd of November Marius O Reilly a past pupil of our school celebrated his ordination to the Priesthood in the Church of the Real Presence in Curraheen. Marius did
leaving cert in 1990. He went on to U.C.C. to study for a BComm and later an MSc in
Marketing from the Smurfit Business School, UCD. He played GAA with Bishopstown
and rugby with Highfield. He spent a number of years working in London and Ireland
in internet business and marketing. As an ambitious graduate, he cut his teeth working for various businesses, before setting up his own marketing consultancy, Zip Marketing. While he had always harboured ambitions of owning his own business, he had
a niggling feeling that he should be doing something else. “The idea was popping into
my head quite frequently. It was a call from God but I didn’t understand it or wasn’t
really enthusiastic to explore it. I suppose I was afraid really in case it was a vocation.
“I had my own business and I was doing well. I was making a lot of money and I was quite happy in the fast lane, doing an awful lot of travelling, and doing the things I always wanted to do, but this just kept coming back.” Marius says that a “faint
voice” kept coming back to him before he took notice and decided to explore it.
“I left London in June 2007, made my decision in March 2008, and joined the seminary in August 2008.” Marius said that
people have been “unbelievably supportive”.
Marius is currently a Chaplain in UCC. We, in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh wish Fr. Marius the very best and look forward to
a visit from him in the near future.

Music and Singing—Celebrating 50 years

In September of this year it was announced that CSN would hold a celebratory mass on
October 8th to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the school's foundation. Immediately plans were put in place to organise music and singing for this very special event.
The Music department (after the initial panic subsided) began to formulate a plan of
action. Ms. O Connell auditioned all the first year boys and put together an enthusiastic
group of singers. All the Music students were brought together and as a result, a number
of very competent musicians emerged. We were pleasantly surprised at the talent that
presented itself. It was decided that the programme would include a mixture of different
types of music. We used a combination of traditional music, some Liam Lawton compositions and some classical church pieces. Rehearsals were intense in the weeks leading
up to the mass After a few false starts the musicians began to progress. During these rehearsals the increased confidence, the togetherness of the group and the musical sound
produced were a pleasure to behold! At this stage it must be said that the help and guidance offered by retired teacher Mr. Davis was invaluable. On Wednesday Oct. 8th the
performance produced by the boys was far beyond anybody's expectations. They did
themselves proud and greatly contributed to a very memorable day. Ms. Garde
.

Remembering our Friend.

Evan was one of those lads in Naomh Pól whose absence you'd notice. You’d find him at the back of the room sitting
with Emmet or Conor laughing at anything that caught his attention. If there was nothing to laugh at, he'd make
sure to do something amusing himself; he'd pull a face or make a noise or do anything at all to distract the class from
work. Luckily, Evan had the ability to get teachers to laugh at his jokes too.
Evan's natural place was on the pitch. He could turn his hand to anything. We spent three years losing basketball
matches together, even though he had his technique perfected: a head-down, high-speed barge for the hoop. He was
a talented sportsman, excelling in soccer, football and hurling. He had a few stints with boxing clubs and an ill-fated
match at the ‘Barrs Fightnight’. Afterwards he told us he'd ‘almost’ won! He seemed to have some sort of training
everyday and would attend it religiously even if he'd eaten a King Dino Meal five minutes beforehand.
Evan spent hours training but still found time to socialise. Kidney could be counted on to be at every single party or
night out. He knew everyone. He was friends with all of sixth year, fifth year and fourth year. Even if he didn't know
you he'd show up to your party and get to know you there. As long as you weren't in ‘Pres’, you were a potential
friend. No-one else could have had the sort of impact on people that
Kidney had. This was evident by the number of people who remembered him at various ceremonies over the last month.
In school we wrote a book outlining some of the best memories that
we have of Evan. Someone recounted a story in which he was getting
ready for training and struck up a conversation with the first year
next to him. Not long into the year, the first year was feeling nervous
about one of his first training sessions with the school team. Evan
set him straight; if he kept training, he said, one day he'd find himself playing with the Cork team. The first year left the dressing room
that day feeling ten-feet tall. Another story had Kidney fixing a
friend's mom's bike. She'd wheeled it into the house and asked if
anyone there could give her a hand with it. Kidney spent so long outside working on it that they forgot he was there at all. Eventually he
came back in, smiling and pushing the fixed bike along beside him.
Everyone who knew Evan has dozens of stories – these are only a
few of those I saw or have been told. Each story tells something new
about him and that is why it's so important that we keep sharing
them.
Liam Whelan

COLAISTE AN SPIORAID NAOIMH ACTIVITY DAY
On Friday the 21st of November Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh held an activity day as part of its 50 th anniversary celebrations.
Although the day was wet the student’s enthusiasm was not dampened. Activities on the day ranged from novelty quizzes,
computer games, table tennis, indoor games, basketball, sumo wrestling, soccer and board games. On the day the school yard
was transformed into a carnival with activities such as bouncy boxing, soccer shot speed test, demolition ball, giant Jenga and
bungee races. Music was played throughout the day by students while burgers and crepes were enjoyed by all. The highlight of
the carnival was the strength tester, Mr Twomey finishing the day with the highest score! The day concluded with everybody
gathered in the yard where prizes for the art and fancy dress competitions were handed out, although teachers were not eligible for the fancy dress competition an honourable mention must go out to Mr Brett, Ms Ring, Mr O Mahony and last but not
least, Mr Cooney! The day really highlighted the camaraderie and respect between all members of the school community.
Thanks to all who made the day such a success and we look forward to many more great years in CSN.
Mr O’ Reilly

PHOTO GALLERY compiled by Neil O’ Sullivan-Greene

This story can fit 175-225 words.
If your newsletter is folded and mailed, this story will appear on the back. So, it’s a good idea to make it easy to read at a glance.
A question and answer session is a good way to quickly capture the attention of readers. You can either compile questions that you’ve received since the last edition or you can summarize some generic questions that are
frequently asked about your organization.
A listing of names and titles of managers in your organization is a good way to give your newsletter a personal touch. If your organization is small, you may want to list the names of all employees.
If you have any prices of standard products or services, you can include a listing of those here. You may want to refer your readers to any other forms of communication that you’ve created for your organization.
You can also use this space to remind readers to mark their calendars for a regular event, such as a breakfast meeting for vendors every third Tuesday of the month, or a biannual charity auction.
If space is available, this is a good place to insert a clip art image or some other graphic.
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