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Ben Murphy, and Richard Lombard
with Sean Óg O hAilpín at the Cork
Innovates Summit in City Hall.

Teachtaireacht ón bPríomh-oide
As I write these notes, we look forward to the arrival of spring and the lengthening
of the daylight hours with a certain feeling of hope and optimism after what, thankfully, has been a stormy but comparatively benign winter in our little corner of the
world. For the first time in quite a number of years, we approach the coming year
with a sense that, at last, we may be seeing a genuine recovery of sorts in our economic fortunes. To those families who are affected by unemployment or moneyrelated stresses, we can only express the hope that the coming year will bring some
much-needed relief. Here in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh, we too approach the
new year with considerable optimism. Green shoots are beginning to appear on our
recently planted trees and shrubs and, hidden from view at the back of the school,
our new elevator is slowly but surely moving towards completion.

T.Y. Students discuss the peer support
programme with Mr Paul Moriarty,
(Head of Student Counselling, UCC)

We’ve had a busy few months. The main event in the lead up to Christmas was, of course, the Whole School Evaluation in early December. While it
made for a very busy few weeks for all involved, it was, thankfully, a very affirming experience. We have not, as yet, received the written report from the inspectors
but the oral feedback we received shortly after they completed their work was very
encouraging. We now look forward to receiving their recommendations on how we
might further improve the good practice which is already taking place in the
school. I would especially like to thank the members of the Board of Management
(who not only take on the onerous task of overseeing the running of the school, but
do so for no financial reward of any kind), the teachers, the parents’ representatives
and the members of the Students’ Council – all of whom made themselves available to the DES inspectors and shared with them their own unique insights into the
way we go about our business in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh. Thanks too to the
parents of 2nd and 5th Year students who completed and returned the inspectors’
surveys. We intend to make the findings of these surveys available on the school
website shortly. WSE reports are, of course, published on the Department of Education’s website though it may be some months yet before ours appears.
Meanwhile the ordinary life of the school goes on. The 3rd and 6th Years
are preparing for the Pre exams which will commence on the Tuesday after midterm break (please insist that your son attends school on the Monday!), and for the
6th Years especially, the pressure is mounting with CAO forms to be filled in and
oral and practical exams to prepare for. It’s never an easy time for the students in
state exam classes and it’s important that they have a regular study pattern and a
good study/rest/exercise balance. The 4th Years have the work experience fortnight
to look forward to, while most of the 2nd years will be heading off on the annual ski
trip. Lucky them! For the 1st and 5th Years, it’s business as usual.

Michael Sexton

February Edition 2014

S.H.A.R.E Executive
Well done to Tabish Muhammed and
Tadhg Butler for representing Coláiste
an Spioraid Naoimh on the S.H.A.R.E
Executive 2013/14. Br. Martin Kenneally acknowledged the contribution
made by the lads in co-ordinating the
S.H.A.R.E collections at Christmas
time and thanked them for their on going contributions to the work of the
executive.

DÍOSPÓIREACHT AN PHIARSAIGH 2014
ini
Ar an 14ú Éanair, ghlac ceathrar
againn, Alex Black, an captaen,
Shane Cahill, an chéad chainteoir,
agus mé féin, an dara cainteoir agus
Dylan Morley mar ionadaí, páirt i
gComórtas Díospóireachta an Phiarsaigh le Gael Linn i bPort Láirge. Le
go leor ullumhcháin déanta agam ag
am lóin agus tar éis scoile thugamar
aghaidh ar an mbóthar go Port
Láirge ag a leathuair tar éis a dó
agus thug athair Shane síob dúinn
chuig an gcomórtas.
An rún a bhí idir lámha againn ná
"Tá muid ag gabháil thar fóir le
caomhnú na timpeallachta in
Éirinn". Bhíomar agus Coláiste
Pobail na Mainistreach ar son an

rúin, agus bhí Coláiste na Toirbhirte,
An Mhairdíog, Corcaigh agus
Coláiste na Toirbhirte, Asca,
Ceatharlach i gcoinne an rúin.
Bhí an bua againn i gcoinne an
fhreasúra Coláiste na Toirbhirte, An
Mhairdíog. Ar an aistear abhaile
stopamar i McDonalds i nDún Gharbhán chun céilliúradh ceart a bheith
againn. Lá den chéad scoth a bhí ann
do ghach éinne.
Le Cormac
Pádraig)

Ó

Reduce your carbon footprint. Be energy aware.
ma Group investigating energy usage in CSN.
Numeracy
We intend to
begin preliminary work
on our School Improvement Plan for Numeracy
in the coming months.
This plan has to be put
into action by September
2015. Ms Ward has already set about the task
of establishing a committee of teachers to look at
how we might go about
improving the mathematical skills of our students
in the years ahead. We
are so fortunate to have
teachers with such expertise and dedication that
they are willing to give up
their free time to work
towards improving the
education outcomes for
our students. In fact,
more than a dozen staff
members – teachers,
SNAs, librarian – gave up
their lunchtimes to work
on the literacy plan.
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T.Y. Pilgrimage to Knock.
To celebrate the ending of The Year Of Faith, a committed group of Transition Year students volunteered at some cost to themselves to make the long trip to Knock.
The event was attended by over 2000 secondary students from all over the country. It was an impressive sight to see so many students congregate in one place especially to celebrate mass.
The main celebrant at the mass was Monsignor Charles Brown who is the Papal Nuncio. The Nuncio
was very friendly and chatted to students during the day. In his homily he spoke glowingly of the
great faith of the Irish people whose loyalty to the faith was so inspiring after suffering so many
hardships down through history. It is a faith that now comes under attack from so many quarters,
not least the non practice of the religion by so many young people today. He strongly appealed to
young people to be diligent in their practice and to centre their lives on the values of the Gospel. The
Nuncio strongly concluded that those who centre their lives in Christ will enjoy the fruits of happiness and contentment and urged to them live out full lives under the embrace and support of Mother
Church.
Each student was presented with a copy of YOUCAT which is a an abridged version of the Catholic
Church catechism for young people by Pope Benedict XVI. Two weeks later a mass was celebrated in
the GP room in our school by Fr Maurice Colgan OP where he presented each pilgrim with the
YOUCAT in a sacramental manner. He encouraged each young person to use their free gift of the
book as a treasure and a guide through the rest of their lives especially in the challenging young
years ahead into adult hood. It was the general consensus of the group that not only was it a most
enjoyable day but it was a day that would live long in their treasured memory of their time spent in
CSN.

Oisin McHugh, Conor Minehane.
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Film-making Prj0ect
Litter pollution in our oceans is an
ever increasing problem. One of
the major companies involved in
the prevention of this litter is
MARLISCO. As part of a European
litter clean-up project my friend
Mark and I have entered a marine
litter clean up video competition.
The aim of the competition is to
raise awareness of the increasing
problem of marine litter while still
making it interesting and exciting
for us as film-makers. The deadline for the film is the fourteenth of
February and we will make sure to
keep all avid Spiorad Signals readers in touch with the progress of
our entry.
Euan Lindsay.

AN TRIALL.

Ar an gceathrú lá déag de mhí na Samhna, thug ranganna Iníon Uí Chonchúir
agus an Máistir Tyers aghaidh ar Luimneach chun “An Triail”, an dráma mór le
rá a scríobh Máiréad Ní Ghráda, a fheiceáil.
Ní nach ionadh bhíomar ag tnúth go mór leis an ócáid. Léim Caoimhín Ó hAoláin le riméad nuair a chuala sé go raibh an realt ollmhór Clíona Ní Chíosain ag
glacadh páirt i ról Mháire Ní Chathasaigh. Bheadh súil aithne agat ar Chlíona
mar “Aifric” ón sraith teilifíse cáilúil atá á chraoladh ar TG4 le cúpla bliain.
Chun na fírinne a insint, níor chuaigh an taispeántas seo i bhfeidhm orm. Rinne
siad iarracht a thaispeáint gur dráma greannmhar é ach rinne siad praiseach de.
Maslaíodh obair Uí Ghráda. Bhain siad úsáid as fiseáin chun a chur in iúil
dúinn gur dráma deas, nua-aimseartha é ach theip orthu na mothúcháin agus na
téamaí is tábhachtaí a leiriú. Níor cuireadh ina luí orainn streachailt agus fulaingt Mháire. Ní haon ionadh nach bhfuair Ní Chíosáin aon phost mór le rá tar
eis Aifric. Níor thaispeáin sí morán talainne aisteoireachta, i mo thuairim.
Sular fhilleamar abhaile, bhí deis ag duine nó beirt bualadh leis na haisteoirí go
léir. Measaim gur bhain siad an sult as an seans sin. D’fhoglaim siad beagán
faoi na scileanna go léir a bhí acu (nó nach raibh acu sa chás seo) agus faoi
shaol an aisteora . Ba thuras an-sumiúil é ach i ndáiríre, bhí an-díoma orm tar
éis an taispéantais sin. Labhraíomar Gaeilge ar an mbealach abhaile, ba rud anchabrach é sin, an úsáideach ar fad chun ullmhú don scrúdú béil.
Conor Philpott.

The U16 and the U19 Basketball
leagues finished for Spioraid
Naoimh before Christmas. Our
U16 team was knocked out by
Carrigaline Community College in
the semi-finals and the U19s were
knocked out by Glanmire in the
quarter finals. One player on the
U19 team deserves special mention
for his dedication, commitment ,
enthusiasm and dependability. We
will miss you Billy McConville!

The First Year class leagues have
started and there is great enthusiasm and big numbers participating.
For the Inter-Schools' competition,
the First Year and Second Year
squads have been selected and
their competitions start next week.
We expect great things!
Ms Walsh
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EUROPEAN STUDENT PARLIAMENT
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From Wednesday the 15th of January to
Friday the 17th, 3 students from C.S.N.
took part in E.S.P. This involved meeting
up in Cork City hall with 90 other participants, mostly in fourth and fifth year. This
was the first time that ESP has ever been
held in Ireland. After talks on various
topics related to the parliament ("The
Future of our City"), the delegates were
split into five committees, and told what
they would discuss. On Thursday work
started on resolutions in CIT. Each committee was provided with an expert, who
provided information and answered questions about scientific feasibility and the
like. On Friday all the groups came together to discuss the different resolutions put
forward by the different committees. Each
committee brought forward their own

resolution, with various clauses. Any person could stand up and give a speech challenging any of the individual clauses in a
resolution, or stand up and give an attack
speech on a committee’s resolution. After
people had finished debating the resolution , a vote would be held. Each clause in
a resolution would be voted on, with those
that failed to pass being removed. At the
end of the three days, the five students
who would be going forward to the European round were announced. Mark Reidy,
from 5th year was chosen as one of the
winners.. That round will be held during
June, in Copenhagen.

The CSN Cross Country team recently competed in the South Munster cross country championships held in Curraheen. The team,
albeit a small one was mighty, to put it in terms of ‘Persil’….. All three of the students who competed: Thomas White, Evan O'Broin and Peter Fagan, qualified for the next regional rounds with respective finishes of 9th, 6th and 2nd. The team performed exceptionally well overall. Evan’s speech on losing, combined with ‘ intimidation’ tactics helped secure an overall victory ! Motivation is
high in preparation for the oncoming rounds. Good luck lads!
Peter Fagan.

CHESS NEWS
The Secondary Checkmate competition is about to begin! Six
teams from our school will take
part in this competition. Our
chess players are looking forward to being part of the Secondary Checkmate competition
and are also proud to be representing their school.
I wish our chess players the very
best of luck.

T.Kiely.

Mountaineering news.
The CSN Mountaineering
Club has done four climbs so
far this academic year: Crohane, the Cahir Ridge, the
Galtees and the Comeraghs,
which served as the annual
snow-hike. The next two
hikes are scheduled for 9th
February (Carrauntoohil)
and 9th March (tbc.)
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VISIT TO THE IRISH GUIDE DOGS

As part of the Social Justice module, my class recently went a trip to the Irish guide
dogs. This is an organisation that supplies those in need with a guide dog for the visually impaired. They assist those who are visually impaired to develop the skills to live
independently. They also help young children with autism as they train dogs to become assistance dogs for these children and their families.
There is a mix of different types of dogs for different purposes. For example, someone with an allergic reaction to dog hair might need a dog that has short hair
and does not shed very often. They record the lineage of every litter and so they know
what breed is more suitable for each purpose ie: whether they will be a guide dog or
an assistant dog. All the dogs from the same litter are named with the same letter from
the alphabet.
Six weeks after the puppies are born they are sent out to volunteers who are
called puppy walkers. They hold onto the puppy for one year and then return the puppy to the guide dogs and it is here that they begin their training. The process of training a guide dogs costs 38,000euro per dog. This is paid by various fund-raising activities and community donations and initiatives. It costs 4 million to run the Guide Dogs
Centre every year and only a tiny portion of this, is supported by the government. The
Guide Dogs is a place where they change the lives of people in such a fantastic way.
It was a great visit. There are many volunteers who are given various tasks. During
our visit we saw two volunteers playing with 6 or 7 adorable pups.
Stephen Fogarty

Death of Brother de Sales R.I.P.

ini

T.Y. POSITIVE MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS.

On the 4th of December, T.Y students organised a positive mental health seminar for all Transition
Years.
Six students gave their presentations about suicide, alcohol / drug abuse and bullying / cyberbullying. The aim of the presentations was to raise awareness about suicide.
A member of ‘Walk in My Shoes’, Allison Lane, spoke to us about the organisation and what they
do. The organisation helps people who are suicidal or have negative mental health issues. She also
told us that if someone believes that other people think they are stupid or pathetic, their mental
health can deteriorate.
After that, Paul Moriarty, Head of Student Counselling and Development in UCC, shared his experiences in dealing with 3rd Level students. He spoke to us about how stress, pressure, loneliness, and
so on can affect our mental health. He also let us know about U.N.I.C., a peer support group in
UCC. (Second and Third Year students help new students in the university).
After this, a former student of C.S.N, Diarmaid Lester, gave us an inspirational speech. He told us
about how goal-setting can make you more focused and determined. He also mentioned that you
don’t have to go with the flow; you don’t have to feel pressured to do something. For example, he
told us about his decision not to drink and the challenges he faced because of the decision.
The day finished on a high note! - thanks to Cathal Fitzpatrick, Darragh O Donovan and Paul
Moiarty.
Paolo Lamadrid & Tabish Muhammed

CHAPLAINCY IN CSN

My name is Ms. Ruane. I am delighted to take on my role as the new chaplain in Colàiste an Spioraid Naoimh. I will be in the school from 8.40 to 10.40 on Mondays and Thursdays until the end of
the school year. My role is to support the Christian ethos of the school by providing students with
opportunities to live their faith and spirituality within the school community.
I will offer weekly reflections on the school intercom. These will invite students to step outside the
academic dimension of their school day and reflect on other aspects of their lives. I will support the
RE teachers in the preparation of students for liturgies. In time, I will also open the prayer room to
students who would like to avail of some quiet time to pray, meditate or simply reflect in silence.
Finally I will meet with 1st Year students and conduct some meditation sessions with groups of
students.
I look forward to fulfilling my new role in the school.

It was with great regret that we
learned of the death of Brother
de Sales who had been Principal
of the school from the late 60’s
through to the mid 70’s. Brother de Sales (born John Burke)
was a native of Kilmallock, Co.
Limerick and will be fondly
remembered by many pastpupils as a kindly man who led
the school at a time when it was
beginning to establish itself as
one of the most successful
schools in Munster. Brother de
Sales had also served as Principal in Coláiste Chríost Rí so it
was appropriate that students
from both schools gathered to
form a guard of honour at the
removal of his remains to the
Church of Christ the King,
Turners Cross.
Brother de Sales had
kept in contact with many of his
former colleagues in Coláiste an
Spioriad Naoimh and, most
recently, had attended a retirement function last spring. On
that occasion, he was in robust
health and posed for photographs with other current and
former Principals and Deputy
Principals. One of these photographs now hangs in our staffroom.
The school is extremely grateful to those boys (and to
their parents) who responded to
the call during the Christmas
holidays on one of the most
stormy evenings seen in many
years to honour Brother de
Sales. They did themselves and
their school proud.
Ar dheis lámh
Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
Michael Sexton
.

ECONOMICS LECTURE .
ini

On Friday 17 of January, Dr. Séamus
Coffey (UCC Economics Department)
came to CSN to deliver a lecture on
his discipline to the senior cycle economics students. A group of T.Y. students were also present.
In a wide ranging insightful talk, Dr
Coffey covered money and the most
important elements of modern economics-: money, exchange rates, inflation and the current state of the
economy. Most significantly, the demands of the UCC Economics course
today, were also covered.
Other most interesting facets of economics he spoke on: historical economic crises, the current recession,
the workings of the E.C.B, the I.M.F.,
the daily work of modern economists

and the difficulties of economic forecasting.
Overall it was a very rewarding experience to sit at the feet of such an erudite (learned) economist; we all
learnt quite a bit and hopefully the
talk will have stimulated a keener
interest among the students privileged to be present.
We are indebted to Dr. Coffey for his
talk and to Miss E. O' Donovan for
the hard work in organising the talk.
Ciarán Allen, 5th Year.

CSN will have two teams of 6th year students participating in the annual Team Maths Quiz. The
quiz takes place on Friday January 31st in the SMA. Last year CSN progressed to the National
finals. No pressure this year lads!

Debating News

In recent debating news,
Alan O'Sullivan and
Shane Cahill have
reached the final of the
Cork City Schools debating competition, being
held on the 30th January. In news of the
Philosoph competition,
we had three semifinalists: Peter Barlow,
Mark Reidy and David
Reidy, who all unfortunately got knocked out.
Finally, three juniors are
to take part in the
Matheson Junior Debating Final after advancing
from the Munster
round, the three being
Osama Shammary, Joseph Dilworth and Cormac Larkin.
Daniel Dilworth

6

CORK COURT-HOUSE VISIT.
On Thursday the 16th of January, Naomh Eoin 2nd year, along with Mr. Driscoll,
their CSPE teacher, and Mr. Walsh visited Cork Courthouse. On the day the High
Court was dealing with a personal injury case. We saw some very interesting video
evidence. We also got a tour around the courthouse and saw the cells and the courtrooms. The class spent weeks planning the trip and everybody had a job to do. The
class enjoyed the trip and most students said they would go again.
Kevin O’Regan - Naomh Eoin.

Uini
16 football match vs
Midleton CBS in the
Cork Colleges competition.

On Friday the 24th of
January the Coláiste an
Spioraid Naoimh U16
football team took on
their Midleton CBS counterparts. Unfortunately
the CSN team lost by a
single point. The team
showed great character
and fighting spirit which
was epitomised by the
display of wing forward
Cian O Sullivan and the
corner backs Dylan Kerins and Cillian
McPhilips.

UCC Entrance Scholarships 2013/2014.
Six of our students were awarded a UCC entrance scholarship this year. Pictured here are
Alex Keating, Dennis O Sullivan, Eoin Baldwin and James Carr being presented by President
of UCC Dr. Michael Murphy. Absent from photo are the two other recipients, Pádraig Daly
and Luke Delaney. This is the second year in succession that CSN has topped the UCC Scholarship list.

German Exchange.
Three of our fifth year
students welcomed three
German students from
Cologne to their homes
as part of the German
exchange programme in
CSN. This is the sixth
year that the school has
been involved in the exchange and it is proving
to be a huge success. David Reidy , Mark Reidy
and Charlie Greer have
already been on their
exchange to Cologne and
in October their exchange partners returned .They attended
school and also participated in work experience.

Five CSN students formed part of CIT’s team of 8 coders. They participated with their robot in the EMC Vex competition. Well done to Eoin
Morley, Cian Hayes, Dylan Morley, Dean Hodge and Ciarán Cussen.

Teaching and Learning

ini

We’ve completed
the first full term of the implementation of our new
School Improvement Plan
for Literacy and it’s very
much a case of so far so
good. Officially, schools
aren’t required to have their
literacy plans in place until
next year but the CSN Literacy Committee have worked
hard and are well ahead of
the posse, so to speak, and
many of the initiatives listed
in the draft plan are already
up and running. A copy of
the draft plan may be examined on the school website in
the Teaching & Learning
section.
Cansat
Three teams from TY physics
are taking part in the 2014 European Cansat competition.
This involves making a small
can-sized satellite using electronic components to measure
temperature and pressure at an
altitude. This data is then sent
wirelessly from the can for
analysis on the ground by the
hard-working teams who must
then present their findings. The
three teams have already reported their preliminary results on January 24th at the
Lifetime Labs to a large audience of fellow competitors and
are now gearing up for the
Munster final which takes place
in CIT on February 15th.

MINI COMPANY.
Young Enterprise is a very active component in Transition Year in many schools
across Cork city and county. Students are
challenged to set-up and run their own
micro businesses and sell goods or service. While Young Enterprise continues
to prove to be very popular in schools, it
is very demanding and can be a very
tough TY activity. Students are expected
to come up with an innovative and creative product idea and then raise the share
capital to set up their company.
In Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh this year
there are two 'mini' companies, Stratos
and Pulse who have drawn up their business plans, set out their marketing plans
and launched their business ideas. Stratos are developing an app for the tourist
market here in Cork city and county
which will assist all tourists and visitors
to Cork. This will help all tourists to discover the attractions and sights of Cork
city and county, with details of heritage,
accommodation, places to go, etc. All of
these vital tourist facts will be easily
accessible in this app which will be available for download on all android devices.
The students' research pinpointed a lack
of coordinated information in device

form, for mobiles, computers, etc so they
are eager to exploit this gap in the market.
Pulse are developing a comic with cartoon stories in Irish to help young learners of Irish in primary school. Their stories are based around Irish folklore legends such as Cu Cuchulann.
Their research highlights the obvious
difficulty in learning Irish, especially for
children. They themselves know the challenge in studying Irish for their Junior
Certificate and for their Leaving Certificate, so they want to develop this product
in the hope that learning Irish will be fun
as well as appreciating the legends of
Irish folklore.
Recently, both the companies took part
in the Cork City Enterprise Board trade
fair in Blackpool shopping centre, along
with many other companies from schools
across Cork city and county. They were
delighted to win 3 awards in the competition - for best overall company, best
business plan and best team spirit. Pictured in the photo gallery are the two
teams as they prepared for their busy
trade fare day.

Reaching great Heights!

Lunchtime Club
At the very end of January the
lunch club rolls on. We were
given a few new games after
Christmas and the boys have
taken them out for a 'test drive':
Battleship, Monopoly for Chelsea fans, and a kind of Scrabble
game. Meanwhile, the computers remain a popular choice.
There are still books here, of
course, and sometimes it is nice
to go for a quiet read at lunch.
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Congratulations to David Cussen 5th year who has represented CSN in
Schools’ competitions. He has won National titles at Junior and Intermediate Level – in the High Jump event. This led to selection for the
Irish Schools international team where he won the title on both occasions.
Last year he competed in the World Youth Championships in Donetsk,
Ukraine, where he qualified for the final and finished in 9th place.

ini

Hurling in CSN 2013—2014

CSN has four hurling teams competing in either Cork Colleges or Munster Colleges competitions this year.
Last September our U16½ panel met Coláiste Cholim in the opening round of the U16½ Munster ‘B’ hurling championship. From the throw
-in CSN were chasing the game and yet, despite a half time deficit of 8 points, the team rallied superbly to find themselves a point ahead
with three minutes remaining. However, moments later, a long-range free delivered into the heart of the CSN square took a cruel deflection
to the back of the net to put our opponents back into the lead. The game ended on a score line of Col Cholim 1-20 Col Spioraid Naomh 4-08.
Most prominent in this second half comeback were goalkeeper, Cathal Fitzpatrick, centre-back Richard Lombard and three-goal hero, Ger
Collins playing at full-forward.
Team: Cathal Fitzpatrick, Cillian McPhillips, Keith Desmond (Capt.), Cathal McCarthy, Con Butler, Sean O'Rourke, Eoin Lombard, Sean
Foley, Richard Lombard, Shane Dunne, Michael Coleman, Conor Hegarty, Kelvin Forde, Kevin Maguire, Eoghan McCarthy Subs: Dylan
Kierans, Cian O'Flynn, John Buttimer, Jack Arslan, Ger Collins, CSN Mascot: Buddy
The U16 hurlers played Christians Brothers College on the 8th of October in the opening round of the U16A Cork Colleges competition. In a
very competitive fast paced first half CSN defended and attacked with great purpose to lead at half time on a score line of CSN 2-05 CBC 007. The second half proved to be just as good as the first with two well-matched teams serving up some great passages of play. David Coleman in goal was rock steady throughout while Conor Hegarty and John Buttimer worked tirelessly out the field to gain vital possession and
engineer crucial scores. In the end the score line read CSN 3-09 CBC 0-13. St Colmans, Fermoy were our opponents in the next round and
proved just too good on the day and so ended CSN’s involvement in the competition.
Team V CBC: David Coleman(Capt.), Cathal McCarthy, Cillian MacPhilips, Cian O'Flynn, Con Butler, Alan ‘Freestyler’ McCarthy , Emmett Ryan, Conor Hegarty, Eoin Lombard, Shane Dunne, Jonathan Keefe, Aaron Davin, Kelvin Forde, Ger Collins, John Buttimer. Subs:
Luke Lordan, Ronan Barrett, Stephen Donnelly-Murphy, Sean O'Herlihy. CSN Groundskeeper and ball boy: Amiga
Our U14 hurlers have played three matches in the Cork Colleges ‘A’ competition. Having enjoyed a fine win in their first outing against
Coachford College their next two games were not as fruitful, however Mr O’Kelly and Mr Greene are delighted with the efforts made by all
involved. Seán Cunningham, Liam O’Driscoll and Evan Kavanagh have performed particularly well throughout the campaign to date. The
panel also participated in a very enjoyable 1st Year blitz held before Christmas. CSN Strength & Conditioning: Tiny
The U15 hurlers are due to play their first round Munster Colleges match on the 5 th of February. Their opponents will be Coláiste Threasa
Kanturk and, as current U14 Cork Colleges champions, the group is hungry for more success in the CSN colours.

Lego Robot
The 2014 CEIA Lego Robot
competition will be held in
CIT on February the 6th. A
team of 2nd year students
haveini
been working tirelessly
for the past few months
building and programming a
Lego robot to negotiate several tricky tasks on the night.
The best of luck to them and
their robot!
Debating Science.
The Debating Science Issues
is a Senior Cycle debating
competition which examines
the ethics of controversial
scientific research such as
GM foods and embryonic
stem cells. A team of 4th and
5th year students will be competing for a place in the Munster finals on January 30th in
UCC.
Philosoph
CSN were well represented at
the Philosoph Munster semifinals which took place on
January 21st in UCC. David
and Mark Reidy participated
in the team competition and
Peter Barlow as an individual
speaker. While success eluded the speakers on the night,
they must be congratulated
for all of their time, effort,
interest and enthusiasm. Well
done!
Mini Company City Hall
Event
In December the two mini
companies attended the Cork
Innovates Conference in the
City Hall. This prestigious
event was organised by the
chamber of Commerce, Enterprise Ireland and Cork City
and County Councils to showcase the wide range of I.T.
Businesses and new entrepreneurial start-ups in Cork city
and county.
Led by Oisin O’Keeffe and
Liam Whelan, the students
experienced first hand the
many diverse and progressive
business initiatives and support structures in the south
for new business start-ups.
The lads' own mini companies were there first hand to
receive much invaluable advice and experience networking skills.
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JUNIOR CYCLE PROGRAMME
Parents will be aware that the new
Junior Cycle Programme is being
introduced in September 2014. The
Minister recently announced that it is
to be known as the Junior Cycle
Schools Award (JCSA) and while it
won’t affect any of the students currently in the school, it will affect
anyone who has a little brother starting next September. The good news
is that, initially at least, the changes
will be minimal – only English will
see a new syllabus (or specification
as it will now be known) – and the
main difference will be seen in how
the subject will be taught. We will
attempt to keep you informed of developments in future editions of Spi-

orad Signals and on the school website (www.csncork.ie).

OLAM
For 1st and 2nd Year students, the most significant aspect of the new Literacy
Plan has been the implementation of our OLAM strategy. This, as all our younger students will know, is a strategy to improve standards of written work through the allocation of up to 10% of marks on all assessed work to punctuation, spelling, grammar and
presentation. For the first time, Christmas exams in all subjects were assessed in this
way and the informal feedback received from students to date has been very positive.
The majority of those I have spoken to have expressed the view that they are far more
inclined to take greater care with their written work now that there is a positive incentive to do so. Time will tell if this strategy has a sustained effect and actually leads to
improvements in the standard of written work.

SCHOOL BANK
Manager : Dara Baldwin; Assistant Manager : Sean Gunning; Sales and Marketing
Executive :
Daniel Moloney; Customer Services : Darragh O'Donovan and Tadgh Butler; Financial
Controller : Keith Desmond.
Every Thursday, at lunchtime in the GP Room, 6 Transition Students run the School
Bank and offer a banking service for the students of CSN. This is open a to all students
and they can open accounts, get a bank card, lodge money and get banking advice.
There is also a FIFA game competition for all First Years. See photo gallery, the manager Dara Baldwin with Elaine from AIB , Mr. Sexton, and Sean Cunningham.
All students are welcome.

ini

READATHON
2013/2014

Readathon.
Sincere thanks to the 1st and 2nd year students for their participation in the readathon.
Here are some of their thoughts on the day:
“The readathon was to raise money for Marymount Hospice, Presentation Brothers' Project in Africa and for the Philippines. We had to get sponsorship and explain to people that we would be reading for the whole day!”- Jack Dunne
“ On the 20th of November we took a day off work to read... The readathon is such a good idea and i cannot wait to do it
again”- Cathal Ring
“I really enjoyed the readathon as it was a very relaxing day and it gave me a chance to get stuck into my book”- Dylan Barry-Murphy
“The book i read on the day was called Gideon's Sword by Douglas Preston. I really liked the book”- Rory Kelleher
“For the readathon i read Class A by Robert Muchamore. My book was a mixture of action and mystery”- Matt Coffey
“I was unsure before the readathon if i would be able to last the whole day just reading. I was very happy afterwards as I
read my book non-stop”- David Cremin
“The students whiled away the hours with their heads buried in works of both fiction and fact, with the books ranging from
George R.R. Martin's A Game of Thrones to American football player Michael Oher's I Beat the Odds: From Homelessness
to the Blind Side and Beyond . As well as a fundraising event, the readathon was an activity to encourage reading which
tied into the Literacy Initiative, and an opportunity for students to see what others were reading and become interested in
new authors and books they had previously not explored.
“Returning to the purpose of the readathon, the school is delighted to announce that the event raised an amazing sum of
money for the three causes. We would hope that the tradition of readathons would continue, and those to come would be as
successful as this one”- Cian Morey
Well done to all involved. Many thanks to the parents and other sponsors. €3,661 was raised on the day.
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TY students ‘shine a light’ for Focus Ireland

2 new students for CSN!!!!!!

Thank You For Your Support

A special word of thanks to Mr. Skally and T.Y students
who co-ordinated the Christmas food appeal. Thanks to
Mr. Davis for his encouragement and support. Once again
we had an amazing response. Many thanks to staff, parents (past and present) and students for your generous
donations.
We know that the appeal is complete when we receive
Mrs. Coughlan's Christmas cake. Her son, Ian was in
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh in the 1980's but she has
never forgotten the appeal.
In his letter of thanks to the school, Daniel Holden, President of St. Vincent de Paul says, “I am happy to inform
you that due to the generosity of companies, schools and
individuals like yourselves we had a most successful appeal.”.

ini

TY students enjoying their visit to the Council chamber
in UCC.
ini

Manager Daragh Baldwin with Alaine from AIB.

ini

Findings of CSN Uniform Survey

ini

Reading Initiatives
Our new electronic
cataloguing system in the library
means that we can now monitor
our students’ reading patterns
more effectively, and the investment in the library’s book stock
means that there is now a much
improved range of books for both
the avid and the less enthusiastic
reader. In the coming years, we
hope to continue to invest in our
library, increasing both the number and the variety of books available. We are very grateful to the
hard-working members of the
Parents’ Association who have
provided the finance for these
initiatives. The new reading wall
in the cafeteria is also a welcome
addition to our facilities and it is
great to see students catching up
on the day’s news in sports, business, politics, features or even just
the tv listings for the evening
ahead. Great credit is due to Mr
O’Connor (senior) who takes the
time to update the board every
morning long before most of us
have even arrived in school.

The issue of school uniforms has been much in the news in recently. The Board of Management discussed the issue at one of its meetings last year and, in an effort to keep costs
down as much as possible, we used the text-a-parent service to invite parents to hand in
uniforms in good condition that their sons had outgrown. There was a tremendous response to this appeal and we intend to continue with it at the end of this school year. For
some reason, the departing 6th Year students seemed to be particularly happy to donate
their uniforms! Ideally, we would hope to operate a ‘Give one – Take one’ system where a
parent would hand in an item of uniform that their son has outgrown and, in return, take
a larger one from the hangers.
The uniform has also been discussed at CSN Parents’ Association meetings and
it was also on the agenda at the January meeting of the Board of Management. In an attempt to gauge parents’ opinions on the matter, we recently conducted an on-line survey.
All parents who have supplied the school with an email address were contacted and invited to click on the link to complete the simple on-survey. The results were very interesting
and indicated very strong support for the current uniform. Of the 139 responses received,
all 139 stated that they were in favour of having a uniform (as against students wearing
their own clothes) and 92% favoured having a uniform with school colours and a crest.
Just 8% would prefer to have a generic uniform without distinguishing features such as
crests and school-specific colours. This was particularly interesting as the Minister for
Education appears to be of the view that parents are clamouring for generic uniforms that
might be bought off the shelf in Tesco or M&S. It strikes me that this would merely add to
the profits of the largely foreign-based multiples – and could jeopardise jobs in the smaller independent retailer outlets which provide good quality, hard-wearing products and
whose business depends in very large part on the school uniform trade.
57% of respondents replied that they felt our current uniform was either
‘entirely satisfactory’ while a further 27% adjudged it ‘very satisfactory’. A further 16% felt
it to be ‘satisfactory in most respects’. Just one respondent felt that the current uniform
was ‘not particularly satisfactory’, while nobody adjudged the uniform to be ‘not satisfactory at all’.
There was great support for the ‘Give one – Take one’ system outlined above
with just 10% of parents indicating they would prefer not to be involved. Interestingly,
42% said that they would like to both ‘give and take’ but 47% said that they would be
happy to give but would prefer not to take. One respondent indicated that he/she would
be happy to receive a uniform but not to donate one. I’m not quite sure what to say about
that! Perhaps, he/she pressed the wrong button on the survey form!
Finally, the last question concerned the school jacket. 74% indicated that it
should remain compulsory for all students while 12% felt it should be optional for 5 th and
6th Years and a further 11% were of the view that it should be optional for all students. 3%
favoured scrapping the jacket altogether. Again, these findings are interesting and will
give the Board of Management food for thought in the coming weeks.

If you wish to submit an
article to Spiorad Signals
please e mail to
s.signals@hotmail.com

Visit the school website
csncork.ie

Perhaps it would be helpful to parents for me to say a little about the school
uniform policy as it stands now. We in CSN are very proud of our uniform and the 50
years of tradition that it represents. We do have a relatively strict policy in terms of uniform and general appearance but we very much believe that the reputation of a school
depends in large part on the ‘image’ projected by its students as they come and go to
school and when they represent the school at matches, TY activities, debates, events and
so on. We believe that the high regard in which our school is held in our community
works to the benefit of the boys themselves in the long run. As Principal, I am regularly
complimented to how well presented our boys are. While I am happy to take these compliments on behalf of the school, it is really the great majority of parents who deserve the
praise for ensuring that their sons leave home each morning so well turned out for the
day. It is, then, a little disappointing to see some students walking to and from school in
‘hoodies’. I would, therefore, once again appeal to all parents to help us by not allowing
your sons to leave home in the morning wearing anything other than full uniform. I understand that 6th Year students who have outgrown their jackets may be reluctant to purchase new ones at this stage in the year. If this is the case, please let us know. We have
some spare jackets that have been handed in and we will be happy to pass them on to
students who may require them.

