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Numeracy

We intend to
begin preliminary work
on our School Improve-
ment Plan for Numeracy
in the coming months.
This plan has to be put
into action by September
2015. Ms Ward has al-
ready set about the task
of establishing a commit-
tee of teachers to look at
how we might go about
improving the mathemat-
ical skills of our students
in the years ahead. We
are so fortunate to have
teachers with such exper-
tise and dedication that
they are willing to give up
their free time to work
towards improving the
education outcomes for
our students. In fact,
more than a dozen staff
members 1  teachers,
SNAs, librarian i gave up
their lunchtimes to work
on the literacy plan.
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T.Y. Pilgrimage to Knock.

To celebrate the ending of The Year Of Faith, a ¢
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The event was attended by over 2000 secondary st
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The main celebrant at the mass was Monsignor Ch
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Each student was presented with a copy of YOUCAT
Church catechism for young people by Pope Benedic
the GP room in our school by Fr Maurice Colgan OF
YOUCAT in a sacramental manner. He encouraged eac
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CSN.

Oi sin McHugh, Conor



Film -making PrjOect

Litter pollution in our oceans is an
ever increasing problem. One of
the major companies involved in
the prevention of this litter is
MARLISCO. As part of a European
litter clean-up project my friend
Mark and | have entered a marine
litter clean up video competition.
The aim of the competition is to
raise awareness of the increasing
problem of marine litter while still
making it interesting and exciting
for us as film-makers. The dead-
line for the film is the fourteenth of
February and we will make sure to
keep all avid Spiorad Signals read-
ers in touch with the progress of
our entry. Euan Lindsay .
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We expect great things!

Conor Philpott. Ms Walsh



pants, mostly in fourth and fifth year. This speech on a committeeds resol
was the first time that ESP has ever been people had finished debating the resolu-
held in Ireland. After talks on various tion , a vote would be held. Each clause in
topics related to the parliament ("The a resolution would be voted on, with those
Future of our City"), the delegates were that failed to pass being removed. At the
split into five committees, and told what end of the three days, the five students
they would discuss. On Thursday work who would be going forward to the Euro-
started on resolutions in CIT. Each com- pean round were announced. Mark Reidy,
mittee was provided with an expert, who from 5th year was chosen as one of the
provided information and answered ques- winners.. That round will be held during
tions about scientific feasibility and the June, in Copenhagen.
like. On Friday all the groups came togeth-
er to discuss the different resolutions put
forward by the different committees. Each
committee brought forward their own
The CSN Cross Country team recently competed in the South Munster cross country championships held in Curraheen. The team,
albeit a small one was mighty, to put it in terms of OBt si | 6é. .
in and Peter Fagan, qualified for the next regional rounds with respective finishes of 9th, 6th and 2nd. The team performed excep-
tionally well overall. Evandés speech on |l osing, combi watiahiswi th & int
high in preparation for the oncoming rounds. Good luck lads! Peter Fagan.
CHESS NEWS
The Secondary Checkmate com- VI SI'T TO HHBUI RESDOGS
petition is about to begin! Six
teams from our school will take
part in this competition. Our As part of the Social Justice modul e, my c¢l
chess players are looking for- dogs. _ Thi s is an organisation t hat supplies
. ally impaired. They assist those who are v
ward to being part of the Sec- . .
-~ independently. They also help young childre
S0 TR Ge 2hia T come assistance dogs for these children and
and are also proud to be repre- ] ) )
senting their school. There is a mix of di ff erent types of do
ple, someone with an allergic reaction to d
| wish our chess players the very and does not shed very often. They record t
best of luck. T Kiely. what breed is more suitable for each purpos
an assistant dog. All the dogs from the sam
the alphabet.
Six weeks after the puppies are born th
called puppy wal ker s They hold onto the pu
Mountaineering news. py to the guide dogs and it is here that th
ing a guide dogs costs 38, 000earsoi pgradbigvi -
The CSN Mountaineering ties and community donations and initiative
Club has done four climbs so Centre every year and only a tiny portion o
far this academic year: Cro- Guide Dogs is a place where they change the
hane, the Cahir Ridge, the
Galtees and the Comeraghs, I't was a great visit There are many volunt
which served as the annual our visit we saw two volunteers playing wit
snow-hike. The next two
hikes are scheduled for 9h Stephen Fogarty
February (Carrauntoohil)
and 9th March (tbc.)

From Wednesday the 15th of January to
Friday the 17th, 3 students from C.S.N.

took part in E.S.P. This involved meeting
up in Cork City hall with 90 other partici-

EUROPEAN STUDENT PARLIAMENT

resolution, with various clauses. Any per-
son could stand up and give a speech chal-
lenging any of the individual clauses in a
resolution, or stand up and give an attack
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T.Y. POSITIVE MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS.
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Death of Brother de Sales R.I.P.

It was with great regret that we
learned of the death of Brother
de Sales who had been Principal
of the school f
through to the
er de Sales (born John Burke)
was a native of Kilmallock, Co.
Limerick and will be fondly
remembered by many past
pupils as a kindly man who led
the school at a time when it was
beginning to establish itself as
one of the most successful
schools in Munster. Brother de
Sales had also served as Princi-
pal in Colaiste Chriost Ri so it
was appropriate that students
fromvbsth reehodlsa gathbreda to t
form a guard of honour at the
removal of his remains to the
S Bhufch 96t - Chiist St Klng, ’
Tirers Brodswar eness

S p 0 k eBrgther des Safel hid
¢ kepptarl comdct with many of hig a
e foprlerecolledigues kn Goldisty ana
Spioriad Naoimh and, most
recently, had attended a retire-
U hénk fuhctidh9last &fting® ©H €
! ttha St¥hsidnt hetv$ad in rébls?
e healths ankl Npo¥ed afér 0 phbto- Y
graphg @itht otheri durrént @nd U
é) e Pr nupals aéld Deput
rin as One ‘of the
Hg oW ﬁéjngs iR %urasl!a-
e fr eel pressur e
he chaI lenges he f
The school is extreme-
a lyfgfateful t&thdd€ Bogs (and td
their parents) who responded to
the, ca}1ll durlngd the Christmas
'holldays on one of the most
stormy evenings seen in many
years to honour Brother de
Sales. They did themselves and
their school proud.
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ECONOMICS LECTURE

On Friday 17 of January, Dr. Séamus
Coffey (UCC Economics Department)
came to CSN to deliver a lecture on
his discipline to the senior cycle eco-
nomics students. A group of T.Y. stu-
dents were also present.

In a wide ranging insightful talk, Dr
Coffey covered money and the most
important elements of modern eco-
nomics-: money, exchange rates, in-
flation and the current state of the
economy. Most significantly, the de-
mands of the UCC Economics course
today, were also covered.

Other most interesting facets of eco-
nomics he spoke on: historical eco-
nomic crises, the current recession,
the workings of the E.C.B, the I.M.F.,
the daily work of modern economists

and the difficulties of economic fore-
casting.

Overall it was a very rewarding expe-
rience to sit at the feet of such an eru-
dite (learned) economist; we all
learnt quite a bit and hopefully the
talk will have stimulated a keener
interest among the students privi-
leged to be present.

We are indebted to Dr. Coffey for his
talk and to Miss E. O' Donovan for
the hard work in organising the talk.

Ciaran Allen, 5th Year.

CSN will have two teams of 6" year students participating in the annual Team Maths Quiz. The
quiz takes place on Friday January 3%t in the SMA. Last year CSN progressed to the National
finals. No pressure this year lads!

Debating News

In recent debating news,
Alan O'Sullivan and
Shane Cabhill have
reached the final of the
Cork City Schools debat-
ing competition, being
held on the 30th Janu-
ary. In news of the
Philosoph competition,
we had three semk
finalists: Peter Barlow,
Mark Reidy and David
Reidy, who all unfortu-
nately got knocked out.
Finally, three juniors are
to take part in the
Matheson Junior Debat-
ing Final after advancing
from the Munster

round, the three being
Osama Shammary, Jo-
seph Dilworth and Cor-
mac Larkin.

Daniel Dilworth

CORK COURT -HOUSE VI SIT.
On Thursday the 16th of January, Na o mh
their CSPE teacher, and Mr . Wal sh vi si
Court was dealing with a personal inju
evidence. We also got a tour around th
rooms. The class spent weeks planning
class enjoyed the trip and most studen
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UWni6 football match vs
Midleton CBS in the
Cork Colleges competi-
tion.

On Friday the 24th of
January the Colaiste an
Spioraid Naoimh U16
football team took on
their Midleton CBS coun-
terparts. Unfortunately
the CSN team lost by a
single point. The team
showed great character
and fighting spirit which
was epitomised by the
display of wing forward
Cian O Sullivan and the
corner backs Dylan Ker-
ins and Cillian
McPhilips.

German Exchange.

Three of our fifth year
students welcomed three
German students from
Cologne to their homes
as part of the German
exchange programme in
CSN. This is the sixth
year that the school has
been involved in the ex-
change and it is proving
to be a huge success. Da-
vid Reidy , Mark Reidy
and Charlie Greer have
already been on their
exchange to Cologne and
in October their ex-
change partners re-
turned .They attended
school and also patrtici-
pated in work experi-
ence.

UCC Entrance Scholarships 2013/2014.

Six of our students were awarded a UCC entrance scholarship this year. Pictured here are
Alex Keating, Dennis O Sullivan, Eoin Baldwin and James Carr being presented by President
of UCC Dr. Michael Murphy. Absent from photo are the two other recipients, Padraig Daly

and Luke Delaney. This is the second year in succession that CSN has topped the UCC Schol-
arship list.

Five CSN students formed part of CI T6s
pated with their robot in the EMC Vex competition. Well done to Eoin
Morley, Cian Hayes, Dylan Morley, Dean Hodge and Ciaran Cussen.



Teaching and Learning

We 6 v e compl e
the first full term of the im-

plementation of our new
School Improvement Plan
for Literacy and

much a case of so far so
good. Officially, schools
arendt required
literacy plans in place until
next year but the CSN Liter-
acy Committee have worked
hard and are well ahead of
the posse, so to speak, and
many of the initiatives listed
in the draft plan are already
up and running. A copy of
the draft plan may be exam-
ined on the school website in
the Teaching & Learning
section.

Cansat

Three teams from TY physics
are taking part in the 2014 Eu-
ropean Cansat competition.
This involves making a small
can-sized satellite using elec-
tronic components to measure
temperature and pressure at an
altitude. This data is then sent
wirelessly from the can for
analysis on the ground by the
hard-working teams who must
then present their findings. The
three teams have already re-
ported their preliminary re-
sults on January 24t at the
Lifetime Labs to a large audi-
ence of fellow competitors and
are now gearing up for the
Munster final which takes place
in CIT on February 150,

Lunchtime Club

At the very end of January the
lunch club rolls on. We were
given a few new games after
Christmas and the boys have
taken them out for a 'test drive":
Battleship, Monopoly for Chel-
sea fans, and a kind of Scrabble
game. Meanwhile, the comput-
ers remain a popular choice.
There are still books here, of
course, and sometimes it is nice
to go for a quiet read at lunch.

y

MINI COMPANY.

Young Enterprise is a very active compo-
nent in Transition Year in many schools

t 8ErQpS Cork city and county. Students are

challenged to setup and run their own
micro businesses and sell goods or ser-
vice. While Young Enterprise continues
tojpreve tg be veyygapujar in schools, it
is very demanding and can be a very
tough TY activity. Students are expected

t oto cbme wp @ith 4n mre\ative and crea-

tive product idea and then raise the share
capital to set up their company.

In Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh this year
there are two 'mini' companies, Stratos
and Pulse who have drawn up their busi-
ness plans, set out their marketing plans
and launched their business ideas. Stra-
tos are developing an app for the tourist
market here in Cork city and county
which will assist all tourists and visitors
to Cork. This will help all tourists to dis-
cover the attractions and sights of Cork
city and county, with details of heritage,
accommodation, places to go, etc. All of
these vital tourist facts will be easily
accessible in this app which will be avail-
able for download on all android devices.
The students' research pinpointed a lack
of coordinated information in device

Reaching great Heights!

form, for mobiles, computers, etc so they
are eager to exploit this gap in the mar-
ket.

Pulse are developing a comic with car-

toon stories in Irish to help young learn-
ers of Irish in primary school. Their sto-
ries are based around Irish folklore leg-
ends such as Cu Cuchulann.

Their research highlights the obvious
difficulty in learning Irish, especially for
children. They themselves know the chal-
lenge in studying Irish for their Junior
Certificate and for their Leaving Certifi-
cate, so they want to develop this product
in the hope that learning Irish will be fun
as well as appreciating the legends of
Irish folklore.

Recently, both the companies took part
in the Cork City Enterprise Board trade
fair in Blackpool shopping centre, along
with many other companies from schools
across Cork city and county. They were
delighted to win 3 awards in the competi-
tion - for best overall company, best
business plan and best team spirit. Pic-
tured in the photo gallery are the two
teams as they prepared for their busy
trade fare day.

Congratul ati ons

t ohDathnad

School s6 competitions. He
medi at Bi rLetvled Hi gh Jump

l rish Schools international
sions

Last year he competed in
Ukraine, where he qualifplacéor

Capsesnel

event

t he



Hurling in CSN 20130 2014

CSN has four hurling teams competing in either Cork Colleges or |

Last September Gal§U46é @EGhokl mmeh the opening round of the U161 I
-in CSN were chasing the game and yet, despite a hapgofi nti mdecdafici
with three minutes remai nirnmg.geHdweevee rd,e | movneernetds ilnatoe rtdhedal hteoarrigo no f

to the back of the net to put our opponents b2a0c kColnt3mpitmdhded i4de aN .

Most prominent in this second half cbmelba®kkcwared ¢oooathllsehdggaond Car |
Collins pfaywagdat full

TeaGat hal FCit lzlpiagam iMe&iRhh | Dé pwmGadh §ICae Car tSheya,n @O0 RooiBir tkle&maanr d
Fol ey, Ri c hSahrach el dmtmdnred,] Coon cermahieegl avritnK,&wir ml e MBaogguh ane ,Mc Car t hy Subs:
Kierans, Cian O'FlynnGedoGol Bunsj mEEN Mas&o®¥r sBaddy

The U16 hurl er |

s played CHbfsOcaonbeBronhehs 6pkhégeg opbpunhdeo8 th
very competitiwv k

e

e fast paced first half CSN defendeS3N2@BdCBCtacked
07. The second half proved t omabtechadtt aasmg ovar vaisng hiep i dm€o gve & eht |
man in goal was rock steady throughout while Conor dHsgaonyaadd J¢
engineer crucial scores. -009n GBh®.0c8td ChlemarmoreFe¢i mey rwadle LBNr 30pp
proved just too good on the day and so ended CSNO6s involvement i
Team VD&€BLCd Col e@anif&apMcCarthy, Cillian Mad R débe phboy C adiiEamy Q' FIl yn

met t Ryan, Conor Hegart y,0nRAdihraeAh KetedR2dyi BhaKel Dunnéorde, Ger Col |
Luke Lordan, Ronan Barrrpentyt,, SStaemp O mHeDdnrheyl.l YCSN Groundskeeper and

Our U114 hurlers have played three matches in the Cornigg&ohéeges 0/
Coachford College their next two games were not as frraa bfyula]J | howe
invol ved. Se8§n Cunningham, Liam O6Driscoll and Evan Kdha&anagh ha
panel also partici®atagd bilrn ta ‘heerlyd erejfoyaeblIChrli st mas. CSN Strength

The U15 hurlers are due to play t'Hbefi rEefbirrusatr yr.o uThhde i Mu nosptpeorn etotlsl ewgi e
Kanturk and, as current Ul1l4 Cork Colleges champions, the group i



Lego Robot

The 2014 CEIA Lego Robot
competition will be held in
CIT on February the 6t. A
team of 2nd year students
have been working tirelessly
for the past few months
building and programming a
Lego robot to negotiate sever-
al tricky tasks on the night.
The best of luck to them and
their robot!

Debating Science.

The Debating Science Issues
is a Senior Cycle debating
competition which examines
the ethics of controversial
scientific research such as
GM foods and embryonic
stem cells. A team of 4" and
5th year students will be com-
peting for a place in the Mun-
ster finals on January 30t in
UCC.

Philosoph

CSN were well represented at
the Philosoph Munster semi-
finals which took place on
January 21stin UCC. David
and Mark Reidy participated
in the team competition and
Peter Barlow as an individual
speaker. While success elud-
ed the speakers on the night,
they must be congratulated
for all of their time, effort,
interest and enthusiasm. Well
done!

Mini Company City Hall

Event

In December the two mini
companies attended the Cork
Innovates Conference in the
City Hall. This prestigious
event was organised by the
chamber of Commerce, En-
terprise Ireland and Cork City
and County Councils to show-
case the wide range of I.T.
Businesses and new entrepre-
neurial start -ups in Cork city
and county.

Led by Oisin O6Keeffe and

Liam Whelan, the students
experienced first hand the
many diverse and progressive
business initiatives and sup-
port structures in the south
for new business start-ups.
The lads' own mini compa-
nies were there first hand to
receive much invaluable ad-
vice and experience network-
ing skills.

M

Parents wil/l b e aratl &gnds and bnahe schbohveeb -n e w
Junior Cycl e Pr ogir taanmfe insc.oblei ng
introduced in September 2014. The
Mi ni ster recently announced that it 1is
t o be known as the Junior Cycl e
Schools Award (JCSA) and while it
wonoét affect any of ts cur -
rently in the schoct affect
anyone who has a |1 r start -
ing next September. W'l ews
is that, initially = ,*ﬂhe change
wi || bei am Iny mElrthislA
see a new sspyelcliafbiucsat
as it will Tneonad bteh ek
main differendeowwil. vue oSsecen 1N
the subject wi || be taught. We wi ||
attempt to keep you informed of de-
vel opments in future editions of Spi-
For 1st and nd Year students, the most
Pl an has been the i mpl ementation of our OLAI
dents will know, is a strategy to improve st
tion of up to 10% of marks on al/l assessed
presentation For the first ti me, Chri st mas
way and the infor mal feedback received from
The majority of those | have spoken to have
inclined to take greater care with their wri
tive to do so. Time will tell if this strat
i mprovements in the standard of written work
Manager : Dara Bal dwin; Assistant Manager
Executive :
Dani el Mol oney; Customer Services Darragh
Controller Keith Desmond.
Every Thursday, at lunchtime in the GP Room,
Bank and offer a banking service for the stu
and they can open accounts, get a bank card,
There is also a FIFA game competition for al
ager Dara Baldwin with Elaine from AI B , Mr .
Al | students are wel come.


http://www.csncork.ie/
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TY students enjoying their visit to the Council chamber
in UCC.

Manager Daragh Baldwin with Alaine

from Al B.

BREATHING






