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Teachtaireacht ón bPríomh-oide
While the onset of winter weather remains, we hope, some weeks away, the
wet days of October and the ever-shortening hours of daylight leave us in no
doubt that we are now in deepest Autumn. Happily, the renovations at the
front of the school have given us all a lift and the planting of some beautiful
beech and maple trees will allow us to track the passage of the seasons as we
arrive each morning over the coming years. As we approach our 50 th anniversary year, we should all be conscious of our responsibility to ensure that
our school looks its very best and we can all play our part in this by taking
care to dispose of our litter in the appropriate bins (or better still, take our
litter home with us) and by tidying up after us as we go. There is no doubt
that we have made significant progress in the management of our waste over
the last year and we must thank our Transition Year eco-teams and our wonderful caretaker, Mr Skally, for much of this improvement. But everyone (or
at least, almost everyone!) has played their part - so keep up the good work.
Our computer room has been totally refurbished and fitted out with
the very latest high-spec PCs. We thank Mr Foley, Mrs Drinan, Mr Shortall
and Ms Healy for the work they have put into this project – much of it carried out during their summer holidays. The library continues to expand, both
in its range of books and in its use by students. A number of computers has
also been added to the library’s facilities, enabling students to carry out research or simply access the net. Again, we thank our librarian, Ms O’Sullivan, and the dedicated members of our Parents’ Association who have
worked hard to raise funds for new software that allows us to track bookborrowing far more effectively than heretofore. And by the way, don’t forget to check out our new-look website (www.csncork.ie). A lot of hard work
has gone into its reconstruction and we hope that it will, in time, develop
into a major channel of communication between school and parents and the
community at large.
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“C.S.N. are Top of the Class”
CONGRATULATIONS!
To Ger Collins (2nd
Year) who captained
Cork to victory in the All
-Ireland Under 14 hurling competition.
To Patrick Collins (5th
Year)who represented
Cork hurlers at minor
and U21 level this year.
To Darragh Corkery
(5th Year) who was on
the Cork team that won
the All-Ireland u16 hurling .
To Philip McSweeney
T.Y.on his success at
squash. He is ranked
no. 1 , U 17.
To Peter Fagan on his
win at the Musgraves
triathlon recently.
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Evening Echo Commenting on CSN results
August 2013.

Events in CSN Term 1.
A very wide variety of events and activities have been taking place
since the start of the year and, as many of them are described elsewhere in
this edition of Spiorad Signals, I won’t go into them all here. I would, however, like to mention one in particular: the pilgrimage to Knock that took
place on the 4th of October. The promotion of our Catholic identity is a very
important part of our mission as a Presentation Brothers Trust School so it
was fitting that a bus-load of young pilgrims, led by Mr Comerford, joined
several thousand others at this important national occasion.
I wish all staff and pupils a very enjoyable mid-term break (3rd Year
and 6th Year students, remember that a week of study in October is worth a
fortnight in April!) and best wishes to all for the rest of the year.
Viva Spiorad Naomh!

Mr M. Sexton.

s

Clubs 2013.
Computers ;Tuesday
lunchtime, lego robot
and coding.
Book Club; Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes.
Mountaineering club;
Climbs announced.;
Maths circles; Monday 12.50 room 4.
Fishing Club;; outings announced.

.

Basketball; U 19
Monday 12,50: U 16
Tuesday 12.50.
Soccor: Seniors, Friday lunchtime: U 17,
Friday 3.50 U 15,
Thursday 3.50.
Hurling; Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
12.50.
Chess club; Monday
and Friday 12.50.

Late August saw the arrival of the latest crop of 1 st Year students. I
am delighted to see that they have settled in extremely well and
most have been involved in hurling and football leagues, chess,
book club and other lunchtime activities. And speaking of hurling,
wasn’t it great to see the school decked out in red and white as we
celebrated the involvement of our illustrious past-pupils, Shane
O’Neill and Jimmy Barry-Murphy, in the All-Ireland final? Congratulations too to our colleague, Ms Joyce, who was recently selected as the Irish Physics Teacher of the Year by the Institute of
Physics. Our students are fortunate to have a teacher of her calibre

Film; Commencing
after midterm
Badminton; Tuesday
12.50.
Debating; Friday
12.50.
Seomra Caidrimh;
Deardaoin 12.50.
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In February 2013 Ms Cas
halane,
Mr Shortall and I
began the Cloud as a
means to allow students
to write what they like.
It's very simple: they
write an e-mail; I edit it;
it goes up on the site. It's
easy, it's fun and it's not
homework.
So far, we have almost
200 articles from poems,
"Cheap Tricks" minidramas and Full Circle.
Mr Cooney
cloudofthink@gmail.com
The chess club meets
each Monday and Friday
at 12.50 pm, in Room H1.
If you would like to be
part of a vibrant chess
club then come along at
1pm!!
We hope to be able to
enter six teams from CSN
for the Secondary Checkmate competition, which
will begin in January
2014. Our boys are always
proud to be able to represent CSN, at the aforementioned competition,
each year. Go néirí go
geal libh!

The debating society has
resumed its weekly meetings in Room 4 on Fridays at 1. New members
welcome.
Upcoming debates include: The Mount Mercy
first year debate, the
Philosoph first round:
18th and 19th of October,
the Cork City Schools:
Competition Oct 23rd.
the Cork Schools Junior
Mace:in December.

QUIZ TIME AT C.S.N
Shortly CSN will be represented by two Junior Cert
teams in the annual CIMA
(Chartered Institute of Management Accountants) Business and general knowledge
quiz.
This annual event is open to all
Schools in Cork city and
County and is run in association with the Business Studies
Teachers Association. Questions will be based on current
affairs (Irish and international),
the Business Studies curriculum and general knowledge.

Teams will comprise 4 students
each and last year both CSN
teams came joint third in a
competition of over 40 teams.
CIMA will be providing refreshments and goodie bags on
the night. Good luck to both of
our teams.
A. Malone

Seomra Caidrimh.
Bíonn an seomra caidrimh ar siúl Dé Máirt i seomra 13 ag am
lóin. Tugann an seomra caidrimh seans iontach do dhaltaí feabhas
a chur a scileanna labhartha sa Ghaeilge in atmaisféar nadúrtha i
measc daltaí agus múinteoirí eile. Ní cosúil le rang Gaeilge é mar
ní bhíonn aon bhrú ar na daltaí. Caithimid ár gcuid ama ag caint
faoi spórt, teilifís, an scoil, cúrsaí polaitíochta, na rudaí a bhfuil
suim againn inti. Thosaigh mé ag freastal ar an gclub an bhliain
seo caite agus caithfidh mé a rá tar éis cúpla seachtaine thug mé
faoi deara go raibh feabhas ag teacht ar mo chuid Ghaeilge. I mo
thuairim is deis tairbheach é an club seo, bíonn craic, comhrá, tae
agus uaireanta brioscaí ann!! Cuirfimid fáilte roimh daoine nua i
gcónaí ann.

TRANSITION YEAR UPDATE.
•
•
•
•
•

All Transition Year students took part in a soccer marathon. Proceeds go to the children's ward in the C.U.H.
25 students attended the careers exhibition in Rochestown
Park Hotel.
The Social Justice class visited the C.S.P.C.A centre in
Mahon Point.
Students organised a coffee morning for the staff highlighting the issue of fairtrade.
The Drive-for-Life programme takes place on 21st October.
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Coláiste an Sporaid Naoimh – First Year Leagues
Lunchtime in CSN proved to be a busy and exciting time this
September with the return of the 1st Year hurling and football
leagues. Again all 1st year teams fielded full teams in both
competitions showing the popularity of the games as well as
the commitment of the newcomers to the spirit of the school.
Our Indian summer also led to large crowds of interested
spectators looking to spot the next Ronan Curran or Michael
Shields, which contributed greatly to the atmosphere at the
games.
The football league was a closely fought affair that saw three
teams tied together at the end of the group stage. Naomh
Pól had the luck of the draw in advancing directly to the final
while Naomh Éanna came up short against Naomh Finín in
the playoff.
The final mirrored what had come before as an enjoyable
and competitive game saw Naomh Finín hold the edge at half
time. However, they could not survive the Naomh Pól onslaught after the break as they powered to a merited victory.
The hurling league commenced immediately afterwards, taking advantage of the momentum produced by the fantastic
football served up. As with the football it was a close run affair with Naomh(s!) Rónán, Finín, Pól and Éanna producing
magnificent efforts all through.
After the bruising league section, it was again Naomh Pól
and Naomh Finín left standing. Clashing in their second final
it was refreshing to see that familiarity did not breed contempt. Again, however, there was to be no stopping the Naomh Pól juggernaut as they powered to double success. Congratulations to them on a fantastic achievement!
A special word of appreciation must go to the 4th years who
cut their teeth at management for the first - but hopefully not
the last - time! Their skills of organization and motivation
added greatly to the occasion.
Finally, a wholehearted thank you to the teachers who were
so generous with the time they gave to referee the matches
at lunchtime. The players, managers and referees all combined together to produce a thoroughly enjoyable and successful competition.
Ms G O Connor.

Edmund Rice Action
Camp
Sincere thanks to our senior
students who worked on the
Edmund Rice Camp this
year. They, along with leaders from Mount Mercy, ran
a summer camp for children
who, for one reason or another, needed a break. In
June some of the lads went
to Lourdes as volunteers
where they assisted people
with disabilities. Well done
to all leaders involved.

Open Night 2013.
I would like to
acknowledge the contribution which many of the
4th year boys made in
welcoming the incoming
students and their parents
to the school on the opennight..
Ms Cleary.
T.Y. Coordinator.
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On the 4th of October,
one of our 4th year social
justice groups enjoyed an
informative visit to the
C.S.P.C.A in Mahon. A
wide variety of animals
such as cats, dogs,
poultry, and reptiles are
cared for by the kind
volunteers and helpful
staff. There are some
unusual and inspiring
cases which involved the
on site vet saving
dolphins and seals. Our
guide helped us become
aware of some unpleasant
puppy farms which still
operate in certain areas of
Ireland and he also
helped us to understand
the importance of
adopting a pet or making
a donation because more
stray animals are still out
there and every donation
is put to good use.
Overall, on behalf of the
class, I would like to say
that it was an outstanding
experience and I'd like to
thank the C.S.P.C.A for
the exceptional visit.

TEACHING AND LEARNING.

The development of the library, mentioned earlier, goes hand in hand with
the development of the school literacy initiative. Over the last year, Mr Cooney and
the dozen or so other members of the Literacy Committee have been busy gathering
data on our students’ reading and writing attainment and their attitudes towards these
important skills. 1st and 2nd Year parents have also been surveyed and results will
soon be published on our school website. We have recently introduced an important
assessment for learning (AFL) initiative to encourage improved standards of written
work in the younger year groups. This strategy – known as OLAM – is just one of a
number of action plans that we are developing as part of our School Improvement
Plan for Literacy. The plan, currently in draft form, will, when approved by the
school’s Board of Management, be available to parents and students on the website.
This coming year, along with literacy, we will also be focusing on numeracy
(mathematical skills). Ms Ward is to head-up a team which will, in due course, produce a School Improvement Plan for Numeracy.
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh has never been a school to rest on its laurels
and our goal is to continue to be recognised as a school that sets the highest standards
for its staff and pupils. Our school improvement plans will be practical, target-driven
plans which we believe will result in better outcomes for all of our students.
From next September, we will be introducing the new Junior Cycle Framework. The Framework (which replaces the existing Junior Certificate Curriculum)
will not impact on any students already in the school but will affect next year’s 1 st

Conor Bohane

year intake. In preparation for this, we will be examining our Junior cycle programme over the course of the school year and we may make some changes to the
structure of the programme. I will endeavour to keep parents informed through Spiorad Signals and through the website. At the time of writing, progress on all of these
initiatives is halted in most school as a result of the industrial action by members of

If you wish to submit an
article to Spiorad Signals
please e mail to
s.signals@hotmail.com

the ASTI. I think I speak for all teachers in saying that we hope that a satisfactory
resolution can be arrived at very soon that will allow us to return to the important
work of planning for the significant changes that the Department of Education is introducing in our schools .
Mr. Sexton.

Visit the school website
csncork.ie

