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Teachtaireacht an Phríomhoide
It’s hard to believe that we are drawing inexorably towards the end of another school year. As we progress
from winter into spring and onwards towards summer, it’s as if the weeks speed up, leaving us with less
and less time to accomplish all those grand plans we laid out for ourselves at the start of the year. Tempus
fugit, as my old Latin teacher (a certain Mr O’Kelly as it happens) would say!
I’m sure our state exam students feel this sense of rapidly passing time more than most. They have
been working very hard in recent months and, with the oral exams and the practicals now behind them, their sole focus is on the written exams which start shortly. I know I speak for the entire school community – students, staff and parents – in wishing them well.
It has, of course, been a very significant year in the history of Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh. Over the course of the year, we have had
many days of celebration as we commemorated our Golden Jubilee Year. Highlights for many of us included the Jubilee Mass in October, the
Open Day, Jubilee Dinner and live Raidio na Gaeltachta broadcast in March, and the Student Fun Day on our Presentation feast day in November. Along with these marquee events, there were, of course, dozens of other smaller events where we had a chance to celebrate the success story that is C.S.N. A powerful indicator of the esteem in which our school is held was the presence of the Lord Mayor of Cork, Cllr
Mary Shields, at no fewer than five Spiorad Naomh functions. We have every reason to be proud of the fact that we are all Spiorad Naomhers!
I recently visited our 6th Year classes and spent a little time with these students on the eve of their moving on. I was curious to learn
what it was that they most valued in our school and to get their views on what we might work on to improve the lot of the students. Working
in small groups, I asked them to record their thoughts on work-cards. Again and again the same answers kept coming through. What they
most valued were the quality of the relationships between teachers and students and the extra lengths to which teachers go to help them in
their studies. They also consistently praised the standard of the facilities in the school, the broad range of subjects available and the wide variety of activities on offer to students. Suggested areas for us to work on included the provision of better lunchtime and toilet facilities, the introduction of continual assessment, provision of P.E. at senior level, a greater voice for students in the school and more relaxed rules on facial
hair and piercings!! The good news is that some of these suggestions are already being acted upon. The Student Council has been working
with an architect (past pupil, Alan Macilwraith) on plans to create a new student cafeteria and continual assessment is likely to become a feature of the junior cycle quite shortly. We will certainly look at the introduction of senior cycle P.E. when staffing resources allow but I wouldn’t be taking bets on the relaxation of the rules on facial adornments any time soon!
While we had great success on the academic front again this year (our students continue to be awarded more university entrance
scholarships than any other school), we didn’t win too many sporting competitions. It was a case of so near and yet so far in both hurling and
football with our senior teams losing out by the narrowest of margins in their respective competitions. It was a similar tale of what might have
been in the soccer, though our basketballers fared somewhat better by winning at U16 level. Our chess players had a very busy year travelling
the length and breadth of Munster. And let us not forget the victory of the CSN teachers in the Teachers’ Cup! There was also great success
away from the playing fields in areas as diverse as enterprise, robotics, art, science, creative writing and mini-company. We should never forget that these activities happen only because of the selfless dedication of so many teachers. CSN is truly a special place.
I will conclude by thanking Ms. Moriarty for her ongoing commitment to Spiorad Signals. Since it was relaunched two years ago, it
has gone from strength to strength and is a marvellous record of the activities of a vibrant, happy school.
I also ask that you to remember the Kidney family in your prayers. The loss of Evan earlier in the year was a blow not only to his
mum and brothers but to all of us. The way in which the teachers and students came together to support the family and to support each other
was extremely moving and a tribute to the strength of our community. CSN most certainly is a very special place.
Ml. Sexton

First and Second year Basketball
The First and Second Year Leagues started in late January and from early on it became clear that the Second Years would have to battle hard
to remain in contention. We were up against some good basketballing sides with club players. Unfortunately, our lack of basketball
experience and club players left us vulnerable. The lads always played with heart and enthusiasm but until we get some basketball experience
under our belt we have a way to go. One player on the Second Year squad, Sean Cunningham, deserves special mention. Sean is a very
determined and skillful player and has shown great enthusiasm and leadership throughout the Second Year League and the Class League
competitions.
The First Years are another great bunch and they made it all the way to the semi-finals this year. In the semi-final we met Chriost Ri. At first,
Chriost Ri seemed to be the more competent and skillful players. We appeared out-classed and by the end of the first quarter found ourselves
ten points down. The First years had to chase the game and they did so, coming back to within one point of Chriost Ri. In the dying seconds
it looked like we would force the game into extra-time but despite a free throw, a last ditch time out and possession we lost the game by one
point.

L’Echange Scolaire en Bretagne
Mardi, le 24 mars nous avons pris le bus et nous sommes alles a
Dublin. Nous etions un groupe de quinze… seize avec Mme
Walsh. L’avion a decolle de Dublin a midi et nous sommes
arrives a Redon a cinq heures. C’etait un long trajet et nous avions
tous le trac mais en arrivant, les Francais etaient tres chaleureux.
A Vannes et de Mont St Michel. Nous sommes alles a l’ecole
aussi…les cours etaient assez interessants! Nous avons joue au
basket, au foot et au ping pong dans un tournoi internaional
contre des eleves Francais et Italiens…..malheureusement nous
n’avons pas agne!!! Pour couronner le tout il y avait de belles
filles francaises et… en plus il y avait de tres belles filles
irlandaises parce’que Mount Mery et Christ King etaient a Redon
en meme temps que nous!! C’etait le paradis… un sejour inoubliable.
Tuesday, March 24th we took the bus and headed to Dublin. There were 15 of us, well…16, if you include Ms. Walsh! The plane took off
at midday and we arrived in Redon at 5pm. It was a long journey and by then we were all very nervous but on arriving the French were
very welcoming.
In Redon, we visited the area, the towns of Vannes and Mont St. Michel. We also went to school… the classes were quite interesting! We
played basketball, soccer and table tennis in an international tournament against French and Italian students….but unfortunately we didn’t
win. To top it all off there were the beautiful French girls and …what’s more there were also some beautiful Irish girls as Mount Mercy
and Christ King were in Redon at the same time as us!! It was heaven….an unforgettable holiday.

€1,328.89 for Nepal
Sincere thanks to all pupils, parents and staff who contributed so generously to the T.Y. appeal in aid of earthquake victims in
Nepal. We collected a fantastic €1,328.89 euro which was donated to the Trócaire campaign in Nepal. We are delighted to support such a worthy cause and your generosity is really appreciated.

Seachtain na Gaeilge
De réir seanchais i gColáiste an Spioraid Naoimh, eagraíodh
ceiliúradh ollmhór le haghaidh Seachtain na Gaeilge i mbliana.Tá
comhluadar Gaeilge an-ghníomhach againn anseo, comhluadar
atá bunaithe ar an Seomra Caidrimh ( Seomra 13 gach Déardaoin ), agus léiríodh an bród atá orainn go léir as an teanga.
A bhuíochas ar an bhfoireann, cuireadh tús le raidhse
gníomhaíochtaí le haghaidh Seachtain na Gaeilge. Bhí rogha
oiriúnach ann do gach duine le suim éigin sa Ghaeilge. Ghlac
roinnt ranganna páirt i mbiongó scoile as Gaeilge agus
taispeáineadh dóibh sin an spraoi a théann le cluichí teanga.

oine ó gach gné de shaol na scoile
páirteach.
B'é Pól Ruiséal aoi-chainteoir na seachtaine - chaith sé blianta ag
obair sa Teanglann i UCC agus thug sé cur sios dúinn ar choláistí
samhraidh, ar an siamsaíocht a bhaineann leo agus ar thabhacht
agus fiúntas na Gaeilge sa tsaol.
Bhí seachtain den scoth againn gan aon agó.

Chomh maith leis sin, cuireadh beim ar chluichí traidisiúnta agus
eagraíodh Poc Fada ina raibh idir na mhúinteoirí agus dhaltaí
páirteach. Cuireadh Tráth na gCeist ar siul chomh maith i ranganna éagsúla.B'í an leabharlann lár ionad na n-imeachtaí i rith na
seachtaine, agus baineadh taitneamh as seisiúin cheoil beo agus
Maidin Chaife as Gaeilge ann.
Eagraíodh Comórtas Griangrafanna don chéad agus don dara
bhliain agus léiríodh samhlaíocht aibidh na ndaltaí. Ach b'é cuairt
Raidió na Gaeltachta ar an scoil barrcheim na seachtaine agus tá
cur síos air sin in alt eile. Craoladh seó beo ón scoil agus bhí da-

Trad News
It has been a great year for
traditional Irish music at
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh.
The trad group is now well
established, meeting at
lunchtime every Tuesday.

Self Defence
As a part of our Fourth year experience, this year’s TY students were
given the opportunity to take part in
self-defence classes, which were held
every Wednesday over a four week
period. These classes included basic
training in self-defence, from blocking
different attacks to being able to defend oneself while in a life or death
situation. Over the course of the four
weeks, the students learned a lot about
different martial arts and self-defence
techniques but must importantly overall really enjoyed the experience.
Rory O Connor 4th year.

Just before the Christmas
holidays we began the festive
season celebrations with the
school mass. After weeks of
Mrs. Dorgan’s relentless plámásing, the group was eventually persuaded to make an appearance at the Christmas carol service held at Dennehy’s Cross Church. The event was a great
success and as somebody commented, ‘Tosach maith leath na hoibre’ - there was no stopping
us from there !
A 4th year charity concert was organised
in February in aid of the Surgeon
Noonan Project. This event featured
various acts, most noteworthy being the
original boyband ‘No Direction with
Owen Good’ who are currently recording their new album with Hummingbird
Records in Tralee. Another concert was
held in April in aid of the Irish Guide
Dogs. This was also a great success.
The group was invited to perform for the
programme ‘An Saol Ó Dheas’ on Raidió Na Gaeltachta, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
CSN. This presentation was broadcast live from the school library. It was an honour to play
music for our school on radio. We played a selection of Airs, Barn Dances along with an outstanding performance by Kyle Neff on the piano and also a few lively sets of Cork polkas,
played as well as any Kerry man or woman!
Joseph Twomey 4th year

Mini Company 2014/2015

Creative Writing
This year two of our mini companies have been very busy organising their businesses
as they learn the key skills of running a business. From leadership to motivation,
brainstorming, creativity and innovation, the students have been working very hard
but also enjoying their experiences.
Motiv8 have created a series of learning aids for Junior Certificate students which
seek to help them cope with revising for their exams. Their market research showed
them that this is a busy and competitive market, but they felt confident about developing a product in an area they knew a lot about. They have met with a good response
and aim to keep in business up to the end of the year.
Their team are:- Killian Moriarty (chief executive), David McGregor, Dylan Foley,
Daniel Casey, Rory O'Connor, Cathal McCarthy, Stephen Twomey, Gary Linehan,
Dylan Boyle and Sam Edward.
smART mini company have developed a road safety comic for primary school children as they feel that the lack of road safety awareness is increasing as a problem
today. They met with very positive market research and have developed a very effective looking comic for kids. The response from primary schools has been very impressive as principals and teachers have rated the comic highly and have placed large
orders. They continue to visit more primary schools and give presentations and are
now targeting the pre-school sector. They have been interviewed by 96FM and have
found a big demand for their product.
Their team are:- Liam Coughlan (chief executive), Stephen O'Byrne, Kieran
O'Mahony, Daire Brady, Cormac Larkin, Conor Canavan, Kevin Machie, Dan
O’Mahony, Michael O'Sullivan-Greene, Cian O'Flynn, and Kevin Lynch.
Pictured are smART at the UCC competition, Motiv8 preparing for the Vienna
Woods competition and Cathal McCarthy who won an individual prize at the Blackpool Shopping Centre trade fair.
Increasingly the mini companies have
made more use of social media in their
marketing and the development of their
businesses has a substantial online presence. The lads have developed great skills
in e-commerce in developing their marketing mix. Both companies have met with
success at the various trade fairs with prizes for presentation, product quality and
team spirit. They can be found on Facebook, Twitter, etc.
So well done to all students/entrepreneurs

Liam Whelan came first in the Cork
City Library Short Story competition

with his story, "Anna." It's a scarily
accomplished work about the crisis
pregnancy in Trieste, Italy. Liam has
been writing exceptional material for
quite a while now; he is likely to continue and make a name for himself in
the literary world. Also picking up
plaudits were Cian Morey and Omar
Aftab, the latter writing a hard-hitting
piece about the serious theme of suicide. Cian is a skilled stylist too and
all three are remarkable writers and
we applaud them.

A year in Horticulture
This year horticulture was
provided as a module in transition year. The main objectives
of the module was to grow
some food and also to improve
biodiversity in the school
grounds.
Activities during the year included growing winter salad,
saving seeds, planting bulbs
and planting containers. During the winter months we put
out birdfeeders to feed the
birds. Nest boxes were made
and these were positioned on
trees in the school grounds.
An orchard has been planted
(10 trees) on the western side
of the school in the existing
meadow. These apple trees are
heritage varieties and include
eating and cooking apples. We
were delighted to receive funding from GIY (Grow It Yourself ) company in conjuction
with AIB . Congratulations to
Alex Black, Ronan Bullman,
Sipan Maged and Conor Hegarty who submitted the application and received a cheque
for 500 euro.
A polytunnel has been ordered and will be erected at
the back of the school, near
the sports hall. This will allow us to do even more growing next year.!

Chess News
The CheckMate finals were held at the
Absolute Hotel, Limerick, on Friday,
24th April. Three of our teams were
present at the finals. Our boys played
well on the day and they represented
CSN in a positive manner.
The following chess players took part in
the CheckMate final this year:
Team A: Liam Duff, Nathanel Grant,
AlexLobo and Dylan Morley Team B:
Baki Albayrak, Dean Newman, Sufian
Muhammad and Jordan O Sullivan,
Team C: Joseph Dilworth, Jack Budden,
Aaron McGee and Alan McDonald
Well done, Boys! T. Ó Cadhla

Chain Reaction Project

A team of fourth years from Coláiste an
Spioraid Naoimh won a trip to the Chain
Reaction International Science Conference in Heidelberg, Germany. The team
of five is comprised of Joseph Dilworth,
Conor McKeown, Allan Barry, Adrian
Tsang, and David Delaney. Their project
is on Induction Hobs, a form of hob in
which the pot is heated by magnetic forces, leading to more efficient running and
faster cooking. In order to qualify, they
had to win a national final in University
of Limerick. They made a poster using

the information they had learned, and
produced leaflets so their work could be
seen easily. They project was voted best
out of the thirty projects at the event in a
joint student teacher ballet. Over the last
few weeks they have been helped by
Louise Lehane from University of Limerick, Mr Toomey, Mr Nolan and Ms Joyce
to prepare for their trip to Germany. They
attended the conference in the University
of Heidelberg from the tenth to the
twelfth of May.
Joseph Dilworth 4th year

CSN Student Council 2015
Recently, we met with architect and past-pupil, Alan Macilwraith, who showed us some of
the drawings he had made for the proposed new shop/canteen area at the western side of the
school on the ground floor. This area includes the current photocopying room and a block of
toilets which has been unused for a long time. Along with Mr. Sexton and Mr. O' Connor, we
walked over to examine the area. The drawings looked very good and would cater for around
eighty students. This would be great for us at lunchtime. The council then met together to
discuss the drawings. We thought about what changes/additions might be made to improve
this eating area for students. We will be meeting with Mr. Macilwraith again soon where he
will be looking for our thoughts on how the area might be furnished. We also had a brief
discussion on the inspection report on the Music Department. If you have any thing you
would like to have discussed at the student council meetings, make sure to let one of us
know!
The members of the Student Council
are:
6th Year: Graham Keeffe, Cian
Nunan. 5th Year: Kevin O' Brien,
Alan McCarthy. 4th Year: Mark Kenny, Daniel Casey. 3rd Year: Conor
Downing, Ben Marsh. 2nd Year: Adam Hayes, Charlie Murphy. 1st Year:
Samuel Kolodoye, Samuel Adu.

HURLING STAR HENRY SHEFFLIN VISITS C.S.N.
Recently Kilkenny hurling legend Henry
Shefflin paid a visit to Coláiste an Spioraid
Naoimh to meet the hurlers of all age
groups playing for the school. In a wideranging talk and lively question and answer
session, Henry described the victories, the
low points and the comebacks from various
injuries and consequent surgeries. Henry
Shefflin urged the boys in CSN to always
push for their best and never give up.
The students asked him many questions,
about his favourite scores, the best players
he lined out against, his attitude to his recently announced retirement from intercounty play and his views on the game as it
develops today. He was very popular with
the lads as he willingly posed for many photos and selfies, acknowledging the clubs they play with such as Bishopstown, Ballinhassig, the Barr’s, etc.
This was a great day for hurling in CSN and all the students really savoured being with one of the all-time
legends of Hurling.

Debating News
The debating society has had a good
second half to the year. In February, we

Tech Week is Ireland's nationwide festival of technology aimed at students, parents and the
public. Tech Week provides hands-on opportunities to learn about how computing and related
technology are shaping every area of life. They have many activities for you to enjoy on their
website www.techweek.ie. Tech week starts on April 26th – May 2nd.
During the week first years worked on different activities in their computer classes, one of
which was found on tagul.com. This website lets its users create word clouds in lots of different shapes, patterns, colours and fonts. The clouds created can be private or public. There are
plenty more activities we can also try at home if we have the use of smartphones and our own
computers.
We hope to spread the word of Tech week in the future and encourage others in the community
to get involved.
Aaron Buckley (N. Antóin)

Sailing in the Kinsale outdoor education center
A group of fourth year students attended the Kinsale outdoor pursuits centre for an introduction to sailing. The introduction was a 5 day course on a boat called a Topper out in the
Kinsale harbour. These boats are a two person boat which suited the students who have never
sailed before. The students found the first day or two difficult but gradually improved over
the 6 hour days. Weather was on their side for the whole week being windy and challenging
yet fun and exciting for the students. The week in Kinsale ended up being a highlight of the
year for some people.

hosted a debate for junior level students
form several Cork schools. This was
the first taste of interschool debating
for some students. In March, Shane
Cahill, Cian Morey, Callum O’Connell,
Alan O’Sullivan, and Martin Mosul
went to the Matheson Junior Debating
National Mace final in Blackrock College. All of our debaters did well, and a
good day was had by all. Finally, in
early May the debating society held its
AGM. At this the new leadership of the
society for the next year was decided.
Joseph Dilworth was elected Chairman,
Seán Layzell was elected Vice Chairman, and Shane Cahill was elected
Recording Secretary. We wish the new
committee all the best for the next year.
Joseph Dilworth, 4th Year.

Raidió na Gaeltachta
Bhí sé de phríbhléid ag an scoil inné (10ú Marta) fáiltiú roimh mheitheal Raidió na
Gaeltachta agus iad ag craoladh an chláir ‘An Saol Ó Dheas’ beo ó leabharlann na
scoile. Eagraíodh an ócáid mar chuid de cheiliúradh na scoile agus í 50 bliain ar an
bhfód i mbliana, agus mar chuid de Sheachtain na Gaeilge.
Ar an gclár chaith iar-phríomhoide na scoile Bertie Ó Céilleachair súil siar ar na laethanta luatha agus ar thionchar na gCiarraíoch ar an scoil (!) agus labhair Mícheál Ó
Seasnáin (an Príomhoide faoi láthair) ar an scoil mar atá sí i láthair na huaire. Tráthúil
go leor bhí an t-iardhalta agus bainisteoir peile Chorcaí Brian Cuthbert i láthair dhá lá
tar éis dá fhoireann stánáil a thabhairt do Chiarraí i Sraith Peile Allianz! Phléigh sé
féin agus Brian Tyers cúrsaí spóirt agus conas an láimh in uachtar a fháil ar Chiarraí sa
chaid.Chuir an grúpa ceoil traidisiúnta ceol den scoth ar fáil, chan Seosamh Ó Tuama
an-leagan den amhrán ‘An Poc ar Buile’, sheinn Kyle Neff leagan álainn de ‘ Danny Boy’ agus ghlac cúigear dalta (Liam Ó Faoláin,
Seán Ó Cunaing, Dara Ó Corráin, Seán Ó Cathail agus Cian Ó Murchú) páirt i bplé a bhí bríomhar agus greannmhar. Anuas air sin
labhair an Leas-Phríomhoide Mícheál Ó Foghlú ar chúrsaí díospóireachta, bhí Seosamh Mac Cárthaigh ag cur síos ar dhreapadóireacht
sa scoil agus ar dhrámaíocht san ollscoil agus chuir Sláine Ní Chonchuir clabhsúr leis an gclár le cur síos ar an rógaireacht a bhíonn ar
siúl ag muintir Chiarrai agus Chorcaí le chéile.
An-ócáid ar fad ab ea í don scoil agus caithfear buíochas a ghabháil le gach duine a bhí rannpháirteach sa chlár agus leo siúd a bhí i
mbun eagraithe. Thar aon ní eile teastaíonn uaim buíochas a ghabháil le Raidió na Gaeltachta as bheith inár measc. Buíochas ó chroí le
Helen Ní Shé, le Dara Ó Cinnéide, le hEibhlín Ní Chearnaigh, le Seán Ó Mainín, le Brian agus le Gráinne a bhí chomh deas agus chomh
Brian Tyers

proifisiúnta. Go mbeirimíd beo ar an am seo arís!!

CSN Senior Hurling & Football
Having emerged undefeated from their qualifying group earlier in the year and having earned a hard fought victory against Rice College
Ennis, CSN senior hurlers encountered Clonakilty CC in the Munster quarter-final. Both teams were quite evenly matched and it took
an excellently taken point in the last minute of extra-time from Conor Cahalane to force the teams to meet again. Conditions were atrocious in the replay but over the hour CSN’s gritty resolve turned the contest in their favour. Final score: CSN 1-11 Clonakilty CC 0-10.
Brian Spillane, Sean Foley and Steven Sherlock played particularly well. In the semi-final CSN faced local rivals Christian Brothers
College. In an absolutely enthralling encounter the senior hurling squad eventually bowed out of the Munster Colleges competition with
a gut-wrenching one point defeat.
CSN Senior Panel: Sean Foley , Alan McCarthy, Barry McIntyre, Ben Murphy, Brian Rigney, Brian Spillane, Cillian
McPhillips, Cillian Tyers, Conor Cahalane, Conor Hegarty,
Daragh Holmes, Darragh Corkery, David Og Coleman, Eoghan
O'Sullivan, Eoin Lombard, Gerard Collins, Kelvin Forde, Kevin Maguire, Mark Hannon, Olan Davin, Patrick Collins
Capt.,Richard Lombard, Sean O'Rourke, Sean Tyers, Shane
Kearney, Steven Selectors: B.Walsh, D.Coughlan &
M.Comerford
The CSN senior footballers also qualified for the Munster semifinal where they met Abbey CBS. In a very close contest CSN
were narrowly beaten by the eventual winners of the competition.
Both panels have represented the school throughout the year
with distinction and, despite the defeats, can be extremely proud
of their courageous and spirited displays.
CSN Abú

Breaking Bank
This year the 6 member school bank team, led by Chris Kirby
(manager) and Liam Coughlan (assistant manager) opened every
Tuesday at lunchtime and called themselves ‘Breaking Bank’. They
offered a number of banking services to First and Second year students as well as advice on internet banking, under careful guidance
and advice from Stephanie O’Donoghue AIB and Mr. Malone, Business teacher.
In the school bank competition they achieved a Silver rating and
were commended for their stand and presentation in what is always
a very competitive but very enjoyable event, with about 60 other
schools taking part. The students learned a huge amount about banking, customer service, marketing and teamwork.
This year they managed to raise a large amount of outside sponsorship from 4 Star Pizza,, O’Herlihy’s Supermarket, etc., as they
sought to raise the profile of the School Bank amongst the students
by way of social occasions with FIFA competitions, lunchtime talks
from the local AIB Bank manager, Mr. Fred Stone, and classroom
talks.
The team are:- Chris Kirby (manager), Joseph Twomey (assistant
manager), Liam Coughlan (financial controller), David McGregor (sales and marketing executive), Kevin Lynch and Daniel O’Mahony
(customer services).
Mr. Malone

Teachers’ Cup 2015

“Well Ma Walsh, what do ya think of that ha?!” growled Big Phil after the CSN Teachers team retained the coveted title this year. Some
clinical finishing by the P.E. department proved the difference with the teachers team winning by a scoreline of 5-1. Big Phil and Young
Lester gave the teachers a great start before a moment of “Bad Bro-mance” between Lady Gah Gah Captain Darragh Corkery, Shane Cox
and Gerry Walsh. A high ball into the box was flicked on by Corkery, lobbing Walsh (6’2”) and nestling in the back of the students goal
(3’).
Teacher captain, Mr. Boots O’ Connor, thanked official statisticians for the competition, KMPG, without whose help the victory would not
have been possible. “Detailed video analysis helped us identify our strengths and weaknesses and threw up a few interesting facts. An average of 99% of Bretts passes were backwards. This is very unusual for soccer- it would be considered high for rugby. Even Brian O’Driscoll knocked the odd one forward” the dynamic centre back revealed. “When analysing some of the goals scored, we viewed a tape of Mr.
hAndy O’Reillys finishes. To be honest, for a while we thought we were looking at action replays but apparently all of his eight goals were
identical. In fact, we thought they were in slow motion too. Statistics for Mr. O’Mahony proved difficult- the three so called “statistical
measures of centre” normally used are the mean, the mode and the median. However, Mahny just came up as mean “. Mr O’Connor also
paid credit to two squad members unable to be considered for the final. Mr. Lenihan was aiding his recovery from a broken ankle by skiing
on it, while Disco Driscoll was laid low by apathy.
The path to the final was far from easy for the teachers. A first round draw pitted them against “the Teachers Sons”, captained by Cillian
Tyers. As fate would have it, the same teams met in the semi-final a month later. While the first round game was a facile victory for the
teachers ( 13-1), the lads clearly did their homework (a first in some cases) before the semi-final and regained some pride before losing 73.These games came either side of a quarter final win (5-0) for the teachers against Lil Badges, captained by Denis Vaughan.
From the students point of view, this years competition was not without controversy. Early favourites “Je suis Steve” were beaten in their
semi-final on penalties by the Lady Gah Gahs. Some felt this was justice for hard-man and captain, Stephen Christopher refusing to allow the “Four Sprung Duck Techniques” to draft in a substitute in the previous round as their captain Daniel Adamson was sunning himself in Lanzarote. Making full use of their numerical advantage, “Je suis Steve” ran out easy winners (9-3).
This years wooden spoon is shared between Ryan Tobins “Togher Shore” team and the “Lapsy Pas” led by
Patrick Murphy. Neither team managed a victory and barely registered a shot on target but showed great
spirit.

Fair Trade.
As part of our CSPE studies this year with our teacher Ms Dorgan, we learned about Fairtrade and the work they
do. Fairtrade make sure that the producers of items such as coffee beans, bananas, chocolate and tea get paid
fairly. Companies such as Nescafé ad Fifa are Fairtrade companies.
Our parish, Dennehy’s Cross, was the first Fairtrade parish in Ireland. It was established in 2006 and this year a
poster competition for all school in the parish was run to spread awareness of the Fairtrade group. We were delighted when two members of our class, Mark O’Kelly and Shujah Rehman, claimed prizes for their work. The top prize was a hamper
‘choc full’ of Fairtrade chocolate. It was great o the class to have two winners and the lads really enjoyed their hampers too.
Making posters for Fairtrade was, in my opinion, a fun and enjoyable way of learning about the association. It made us aware of the importance of Fairtrade and the wonders they work for the farmers and producers of a product. So, next time you’re in a shop, look for the
Fairtrade logo on various goods. Think before you buy as it could change somebody’s life for the better. So please bear in mind the good
you could be doing by buying Fairtrade products. It won’t make much of a difference to you but it will make a big difference to them.
-Tadgh Connery. Naoimh Ronán.
In total, we had four poster prize winners from our school. They were: Mark O’ Kelly N. Ronán; Shujah Rehman N. Ronán; Lanz Yanson
N. Pól and; Jamie McNulty N. Pádraig. Congratulations to the Fairtrade poster competition winners. Well done.
-Denise Dorgan.

Department of Foreign Affairs talk. May 1st 2015.
On May the 1st, Eoghan McSwiney and Stephen
O’Dwyer from the Department of Foreign Affairs spoke
to a group of Transition Years in the library. Eoghan is a
past pupil of CSN and studied law at UCC. He will
shortly be heading off to work in the Irish embassy in
Nigeria for two years. Stephen is involved the Irish Aid
aspect of the department. The talk focused upon various
aspects of Irish foreign policy notably diplomacy, trade,
EU relations, UN peacekeeping, passport services to
expats, and Irish aid to impoverished and tragedy-struck
regions to name a few. There was also a scenario-based
activity in which a fictional fire broke out at a venue in
Spain and the transition years (acting as the embassy staff in Madrid) had to prioritise the demands and needs of the different Irish citizens
involved. Overall, the talk proved to be fascinating and everybody took something away regarding both the department and Ireland’s relations with the international community.
Sean Layzell 4th yr

S.H.A.R.E.

the time talking and getting to know her. We have organised parties
for the residents throughout the year at Christmas, Pancake TuesLast year way back in September I was elected to the S.H.A.R.E.
day, and a Games Day and in a few weeks times a bbq for the
Executive along with Darragh Kelleher. We have been attending
Bealtaine festival. Darragh and I had a great year, we made lots of
meetings every Thursday
new friends and most importantly we had fun. We will take some
in Dún Rís and planning different events for the year. The highlight great memories with us.
Donncha Barrett.
of the year was the annual Christmas collection; it started off with
the opening of the crib in Daunt’s Square on the Sunday evening
and the
collecting commenced Monday morning at 8am. We were on the
streets from 8am to 6pm. Over the next ten days, each member collected for close to one hundred hours on the cold streets of Cork
and the people of Cork were immensely generous in their support.
Every member of the Executive visits a resident for over an hour
each week. We are very lucky to visit a lovely lady, who looks after
us very well and makes sure we don’t go away hungry. We spend

Friday May 1st The Teachers' Cup.

The Final.
The Lady Gagas gave their all but unfortunately on this occasion it just wasnt
enough. They say Fate favours the brave but in Spiorad Naoimh it seems to
favour the teachers, although Fate gets a fair auld helping hand from Bang
Bang (aka Mr O' Mahony.)
It all started so well despite the teachers scoring first. The first half was a
tight enough affair and there was a tense golden period when the sides were
tied at 1-1 but... it wasn’t to be. Mr Lester, once a 6th Year student himself,
crossed over to the dark side that is the Teachers' side, and fired several ruthless shots on goal.
In retrospect the cards were stacked against The Lady Gagas for the final as
there had been the not-so-controversial dismissal of a certain player, along
with the loss of another player due to injury. Luckily, however there is much
talent in 6th year so Gerry Walsh and Jack Crowley filled those boots with

style.
On the day of the final though, sensing victory, the teachers pushed on. Darragh Corkery was FLOORED by Mr. O' Reilly but Player/ Referee O' Mahony saw nothing wrong with the tackle. Gerry Walsh played his heart out until he was TAKEN OUT by Mr. O' Connor with 8
mins remaining. And so, ANOTHER replacement player was needed .....The Lady Gagas desperately scanned the crowd and Graham
Keeffe stepped forward but at this stage the students were 4-1 down. The final score was 5-1. It is true that sport isn’t always about winning and that there is a lot to be learned from defeat. As Mark Twain said, “ It is better to deserve honours and not have them, than to have
them and not deserve them."

The green schools committee is made
up of 1st to 5th year students, with the
help of Ms.Cleary and Ms.Moriarty.
The aim of the committee is to obtain a
green flag by improving litter and waste
management in the school. This will
also save the school money which can
be reinvested into various clubs and
societies.
On Thursday the 31st of April we had a
green schools focus day. On this day we
gave practical demonstrations to first
year students on what goes into the general waste bin and the
recycling bin. We also noted the contents of the recycling bin
and unfortunately, there was a lot of waste, which should have
been put in the general waste. We took pictures and weighed
the bins. We then used these records in our presentation to 1 st
and 2nd year students. Our aim is to make students aware of the
areas that need improvement and how they can help.
David McGregor 4th year
Members of the Green Schools committee: Back row L to R: Daniel Casey, David McGregor, Elisha Pangan, David Macilwraith, Matthew Manaid, Donncha Barrett, Shane Cahill. Front row L to R:Ian Burchill, Gabriel Donohoe, Aaron Crowley,
Ruairí O’ Sullivan, Joey Harrington.

Photo Gallery

Puc Fada ar súil i rith
Seachtain na Gaeilge

New planting at school front

Congratulations to Leon Keating 2nd yr .who is allIreland Mathletes champion 2015.
Pictured with Donnacha O’ Callaghan at Edmund Rice Schools’ Network
Conference: Euan Lindsay, Kelvin Murphy and Darragh Kelleher.

Congratulations to Rourke Cahoon 2nd yr. who won the overall
life saving award at the recent Cork Life-saving awards ceremony

Chain reaction winners Allan Barry, Adrian Tsang, David Delaney, Conor McKeown and Joseph
Dilworth speaking at an international conference in Heidelberg recently

Gradam an Choláiste winners 2015.

Mara Sports 2015

TY Variety Concert

Ciarán Meers winner of 1st yr speakers club and Conor
McKeown secretary debating society

TY visit to UCC

Raidió na Gaeltachta ar siúl i gColáiste an Spioraid
Naoimh

TY students preparing for Readathon

Some junior members of the Trad group

C.S.N. First Year Soccer Championship 2015
This year's First Year Soccer championship was one of the best on rec-

ord in terms of participation, drama and excitement. Eight teams (2 per
class) participated and the eight captains did a terrific job organising
their teams for match days.
Of the eleven games played only 2 were decided by more than a one goal
margin. 6 games were decided by a one goal margin, some after extra
time, and three more were decided on a penalty shoot-out.
The final between Conor McGoldrick's team from N. Breandán and Andrew Hickey’s team from N. Pádraig was a close and tense match in
which defences were on top. It took a penalty shoot-out to decide the
final outcome and Conor McGoldrick’s team emerged victorious.
Well done to all eight teams on a superb championship which was
played in an excellent spirit of sportsmanship. Sincere thanks to the 4 th
and 5th year students who generously gave their time to officiate at all
the games – an example of the great spirit in our school.
Final teams: N. Breandán: Conor Mc Goldrick (Capt), Patrick O’ Neill,
Euan Coughlan, Rian Kelleher, Jamie O’ Sullivan, Jordan Murphy, Konrad Dagiel, Luke Murphy, Filip Klepal, Morgan Sheehan and Lee O’ Callaghan.
N. Pádraig: Andrew Hickey (Capt), Brian Lynch, Cathal Hynes, Adam
Mc Evoy, Craig Keane, Nathan Collins, Jordan Sullivan, Josh Cronin,
Aidan Mamo-Cooney, Samuel Koledoye, Kevin Delaney, Peter O’Connor
and Robert Mc Stay

CSN Enterprise Day
The 5th Year Dragons
On May 6th in conjunction with the school’s 50th anniversary, we were very proud to present
‘Enterprise Day’ as part of the Enterprise module for 4 th years. We explored business models
and ideas, and encouraged others to create their own during the Enterprise lunchtime club held
on Mondays. So far we have had major success in encouraging business activities amongst first
and second year students. The level of interest we encountered was phenomenal.
Enterprise Day itself was a day for students to pitch their own, unique business ideas. We
dubbed it “The CSN Junior Dragons Challenge”. The fourth years split the work between them
and promoted the day by acquiring sponsorships, Local Enterprise Office endorsement and
running a website devoted to the Enterprise Club. On the day our endeavours were extremely
well received by all but we were particularly happy with the reactions of the LEO, the
Principal, the Business teachers and local entrepreneur and past pupil James Grimes. Such was
the level of pride we took from the young dragons presenting their innovative ideas that it felt
like we got to walk in our parents shoes for a change!
Osama Shammary

We hope you enjoyed reading Spiorad Signals this year and that each edition helped give a
good flavour of the wide variety of activities and achievements that happen during the busy
school year. We wish the whole school community a wonderful Summer .

Brenda Moriarty

