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Teachtaireacht
ón bPríomhoide
From the Principal’s Desk

any other school in Ireland. They want our students
to do well and to reach their full potential and will do
everything possible to make this happen. Our subject
teachers and class teachers work well beyond their
teaching hours to support their students in achieving
their goals. Our SEN teachers and SNA’s also provide
a wonderful service to our students with special
educational needs. I know I speak for our students
and our parents in thanking all staff members for
everything they do to make our school the place that
it is.
It was another tremendous year in terms of academic
achievement with more university scholarships to
bolster our reputation as one of the most successful
schools in Cork. Three of our students received UCC
Quercus Entrance Academic Scholarships, John
Greally, Wymin Sivakumar and Joey Harrington while
five of our students achieved a place in Medicine in UCC
with others moving into finance and engineering and
other much sought after third level degree courses.
There were six students who achieved 600 points or
more and 28 students achieved 500 points or more. It
is no wonder then that the demand for places in the
school continues to outstrip supply.

One of the core elements of Colaiste an Spioraid
Naoimh, is to promote a vibrant experience of
community and partnership. That experience
of partnership between school and home was
particularly evident this past year as students
managed relentless but necessary health and safety
measures in the classroom and school environs and
as they moved seamlessly to full on-line learning at
short notice. We truly appreciate the support that we
have received from students and their families as we
journeyed in trying circumstances. That partnership
and combined effort of parent and teacher working
together is powerful.
I want to extend my appreciation to the teaching staff
for working tirelessly to support our students both
academically and pastorally. We have in Col iste an
Spioraid Naoimh a talented and committed group of
teachers that you would be hard pressed to find in

While academic excellence is always high on our
agenda, we are also very conscious of the importance
of the development of the whole
person, not just academically
but emotionally and spiritually
also. To do this, extra – curricular
activities have always been an
integral part of life here. Despite
the challenges in terms of our
ability to mingle safely, our
debating society, psych slam,
European Youth Parliament,
Guide dogs project and others
continued to flourish and our
first and second year, fun days,
were a tremendous success
ably led by our TY students. We Mr Andrew O’Reilly
were delighted to hear about
the success of one of our Leaving Cert students,
Robbie Walsh, who has been awarded a four-year

Mr Michael Twomey who has retired after 41 years of teaching. Below: At Sports Day in the ’80s

golfing scholarship to the University of Tennessee.
Robbie has represented both Munster and Ireland in
the past few years. Also, one of our TY students, Tim
Callanan, published his first novel this year, written
during lockdown and I believe a second is on the
way. My thanks and gratitude go to the teachers who
mentor and train the students who bring honour to
our school. Please God we will be able to reactivate all
of our sporting and other extracurricular activities in
the next academic year.
The Leaving Cert graduation ceremony took place on
Tuesday May 18th. Sadly, it was not possible to have
our usual gathering of students, families and staff in
the hall for the graduation mass. But in a very fitting
online graduation ceremony led by our Leaving Cert
students, Fr Bertie O’Mahony prayed a lovely blessing
on them and Br Martin in his response to the reading
gave us three key leads to follow. We enjoyed a ‘reeling
in the years’ photographic overview of their years in
CSN while being entertained by some very talented
musicians in the year group. Later we chatted over
hot chocolate and coffee in the school yard. We wish
all our students success and happiness in the years
ahead and we encourage you to please keep in touch.

Naoimh to continue to be up there with the best
schools in the city in terms of facilities.
This year we bid farewell to two great colleagues.
Michael Twomey retires after 41 years teaching
Physics, Maths and Science here. He is certainly part of
the culture and community and will be greatly missed
as a committed teacher and supportive colleague.
We wish him the very best on his retirement. Andrew
O’Reilly has decided to move back to his native Kerry
after 16 years of daily crossing the county bounds. His
dedication to his teaching of DCG was exemplary and
as Deputy Principal he worked tirelessly for the good
of all students and staff. We will miss him and wish him
well as he embarks on the next chapter. It is also fitting
that I mention Michael Sexton at this point.

We continue to improve our facilities each year. Our
Board of Management is engaging in replacing the
fence and gates at the front of our school in Summer
’21 and we will also resurface the yard and car park.
These are costly projects that are long overdue and it
is exciting to see such progress happening. Recently
we were given the green light for a 6.5 million
accommodation extension to include two science
laboratories, a DCG room, a Wood work room, extra
classrooms and SEN base rooms. We look forward
to the quality learning and teaching space that this
project will bring. We continue to seek and invest in
such enhancements as I know that you as parents,
students and teachers want Coláiste an Spioraid
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Though five years ago, Mick took up another role as
CEO of our Trust body, his formal retirement from
Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh happens in September
’21. As teacher, Deputy Principal and Principal, Mick
gave everything he had to this school. He truly believes
in and is passionate about CSN. He is a real Spiorad
Naomher in every sense of the word. We are lucky that
he will continue to guide us from his position as head
of the Trust and we wish him continued success and
happiness in that role.
Brenda Moriarty

2

SUMMER 2021

of us met Br. Martin when he came to our school last
year to give input for our Junior Certificate Religion
projects. We got a very good insight into Br. Martin’s
role as leader of the Presentation Brothers for many
years. He told us stories about his interaction with
people who supported and inspired him in this very
important role. At the end of his talk he presented a
challenge. He asked us to go away on that day and
do one good deed for someone. If we are leaders now
and in the future we must do this.

Leadership Workshop
We participated in a leadership workshop in the
L.E.A.F. Centre at Mardyke House. Br. Ray welcomed
us to the centre and told us to enjoy the day. Ms
Cleary facilitated the first part of the programme
beginning with the story of Blessed Edmund Rice
and how his leadership led to the founding of the
Presentation Brothers and then to our school in 1964.
We shared our views on who we believe are leaders
in our world today and in the past. Ms Moriarty got
a mention here, alongside Martin Luther King Jr.,
Michael Jordan, Ronaldo and others. We then looked
at various models of leadership and the roles and
responsibilities of leaders in our world today.

Br. Martin stayed with the group then as we listened
to a song called, ‘Search for the Hero Inside Yourself’
and he shared the Blessed Edmund Rice prayer with
us. The original version of this prayer is in our journals
and Br. Martin has adapted it to include a prayer for
all of us living through the pandemic.
Despite the restrictions, we did some work in school
to use our leadership skills including the making of
three powerpoint presentations on the life of Blessed
Edmund Rice and teaching all the first and second
year classes.

The programme’s focus then came back to ourselves
as leaders and to the belief that we can make a
difference. We watched a great clip from the movie,
‘Invictus’, when the captain of the rugby team goes
to meet President Nelson Mandela. There are several
inspirational quotations in the video clip and one in
particular stayed with me, ‘I lead by example’.

Special thanks, once again, to Br. Martin for his
support and to Br. Ray for allowing us to use the
facilities at Mardyke house.

Ms. Cleary introduced Br. Martin, and asked him to
speak about his own experience of leadership. Most

Brian Donnelly 4A3

Leaving Cert
High Achievers
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Ryan Baker and Michael Fitzpatrick read prayers of
intercession and thanksgiving. Gavin Malone and
Bryan Mc Govern shared a reflection called ‘A Creed
To Live By’ Dylan O’Toole addressed the ‘gathering’
summarising the various experiences the class of
2021 shared and he offered words of wisdom to his
fellow students as they move on to the next stage of
their lives.

6th Year Graduation
The Leaving Cert. Graduation Ceremony took place on
Tuesday, May 18th at 2.30pm. We were delighted that
the Leaving Certs. were in school this year as this was
not the case in 2020. Whilst we were disappointed that
we couldn’t have our Graduation Mass this ritual was
very prayerful and all of the students participated in
it. In keeping with the Covid regulations the students,
principal, deputy principals, year head and class
teachers viewed the ceremony from the Leaving Cert.
classrooms.

Fr Bertie gave a blessing to the group ending with
the words, ‘Inspired by the Holy Spirit and the life of
Blessed Edmund Rice, may we go from here with hope
and courage in our hearts to work together for the
coming of God’s Kingdom of justice, love and peace.’
This part of the ceremony concluded with a candlelit
procession as each student took a special candle and
walked out the front door of the school. Ms Moriarty
invited them to ‘Carry the light from this place to a
world that stands in need of wisdom; a world that
faces decisions and choices never dreamed of in times
past. May you be a light of wisdom for others. May this
light of wisdom guide you during your exams and in
your future life on the road ahead’.

The theme of the ritual was: ‘Celebrating this time,
remembering our years together and looking forward
to the future’.
As David Rasmussen read a reflection, six students
lit candles representing each year of their time in
the school 2015 – 2021. Ms Moriarty addressed the
students, staff, parents, Presentation Brothers,
members of the P.B.S.T. and the Board of Management.

Class of 2021
On behalf of the Leaving Cert. 2021 group Daniel
Lombard and Gearoid Daly planted a tree at the front
of the school.

She thanked the students for all they had contributed
to the life of the school and said that their
perseverance, hardwork and resilience were truly
commendable. She wished them well as they embark
on their new journeys and assured them that the
great spirit they have shown will sustain them in the
future.
Thomas Otway and Sean O’Regan introduced the
ritual saying it was hard to believe that it was their
last formal celebration in the school. They spoke
about the values and ethos upon which the school
was founded and they believe these values live on
today 57 years later.

The students then enjoyed
‘Reeling In The Years’ 2015
– 2021. This compilation
of photographs brought
back great memories of
various involvements in
competitions, workshops
and extra-curricular activities. Refreshment were
provided to each class group in the yard and the
caterer for this occasion was Mr Canty (Sideline Hut).

Leo Callanan took the reading from the Prophet
Jeremiah which is used for the Graduation Mass. A
line from this that seemed to be so apt at this time
says, I have plans in my heart for you: plans for peace,
not disaster, plans to give you a future and a reason
to hope’.

Sincere thanks to the musicians:
Eoin Twohig, Thomas Otway,
Jamie Keegan and Sean O’Regan
and to all our Leaving Cert.
students for their participation
in this special event.

Br. Martin responded to the reading encouraging the
students to take time to reflect and pray. He had worked
with them on a number of projects over the years.

We are particularly grateful to Eoin Lombard (past
pupil) who collated all the different recordings to
produce the video.
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Class of 2021
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Fantasy Football
Different Platform Same Result!
This year with no teachers cup Mr Lenihan organised
a Fantasy Football league between the teachers and
sixth year students. As usual the teachers prevailed.
This year no referee decisions were needed!
Mr O’Regan came out on top in first place with the
teachers making up the majority of the top 10. John
Fitzgerald and Ross Dinnen put up the strongest
challenge for the students but by the end their
challenge wasn’t good enough. Mr O’Regan was shy
and modest in victory, asking for only one picture.
He did however just happen to pull a trophy out of
nowhere. Hopefully by next year the teachers cup can
resume in the hall.

Golf
Robbie Walsh who has secured an NCAA scholarship
to the University of Tennessee @ Chattanooga to start
in August 2022!
“I was delighted to commit to the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga last week. It was always
a big goal of mine to go on a golf scholarship to
America. I have been playing since I was very young
and over the past few years I have represented both
Munster and Ireland. I am a member of both Douglas
and Kinsale Golf clubs. It is a four year scholarship
and I am looking forward to starting in August 2022.”
Robbie Walsh, 6A1
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a range of administrative tasks relating to properties,
finance and compliance with an ever-widening range
of statutory requirements. Needless to say, these
duties continued as normal throughout the crisis.

News From
Your Trustees
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Trust Review
As has been the case throughout the education system,
the work of the school’s trustees has been impacted to
Last year, the trust celebrated ten years of
a significant extent this year by the ongoing Covid-19
establishment and, as is required by its own statutes,
pandemic. It has, of course, been a very difficult time
has just completed its latest 5 Year Review process.
for everyone in Irish society and the lives of those
This review of all the trust’s activities is conducted
in our school communities have
by an independent assessor and
been affected more than most.
involves consultation with Boards
THERS
Who could ever have imagined
O
of Management, senior school
S
such profound changes to the way
BR
leaders, teaching and non-teaching
we conduct our lives? Some in our
staff, parents and students. We are
communities have lost loved ones
enormously grateful to all of those
(often cherished grandparents)
who contributed to the process.
and we think of those families as
The report will be presented at
we reflect on the year gone by. As
the AGM of the trust in August and
I write these lines in late May, we
we look forward to sharing the
are emerging from our most recent
findings of the review with our
lock-down and, as more and more
school communities early in the
of us receive our Covid vaccines,
new school year. These findings
there is, I think, a greater sense
will inform the strategic plan
of optimism around now than we
which will be drawn up to guide
have experienced since the whole crisis began. We
the trust in its work for the coming five years.
can therefore look forward to a summer of outdoor
Mar fhocal scoir
activities and social events that will bring some
much-needed happiness to our lives.
On my own behalf and on behalf of the Board of
Directors of the trust, I would like to congratulate Ms
New learnings
Moriarty on her appointment as permanent Principal.
By the time these lines appear in print, the current
As many will know, I have been on secondment to
class of 2021 will have completed their studies and
the trust for the last five years. Secondment is in an
will be moving on to the next phase of their lives. I can
arrangement where the Principal is effectively on loan
only commend them and their teachers for staying
to the trust and, having been invited by the Board
the course in spite of all that was thrown at them. We
of Directors to join the trust on a permanent basis, I
have all learned much from our experiences – not just
have accepted their offer to do so. I leave CSN with
in terms of using new technologies to assist us in our
something of a heavy heart but I know that the school
learning but also in terms of how we view what really
is in very safe hands and I wish the senior leadership
matters in terms of family and community.
team, the teachers and support staff, the students
and the entire CSN community continued success in
Trust activities
the years to come. As I write elsewhere in this edition
Unfortunately, the trust wasn’t able to run a number
of Spiorad Signals, CSN has been a very happy place
of its usual programmes for teachers this year but
for me throughout my life and my departing wish is
we very much hope to have these up and running
that it will continue to be a place of kindness, justice,
again in 2021-22. As most readers will know, the trust
tolerance, hope and joy for many more generations
has responsibility for the promotion of the distinct
to come. Oh, and a Harty Cup success would be very
Catholic and Presentation ethos of the school and our
welcome too!
task is made so much easier by the ongoing efforts
of the school management and of a large number of
Michael Sexton
teachers who do much to ensure that CSN truly is a
CEO, Presentation Brothers Schools Trust
community based on respect, caring, partnership and
www.pbst.ie
a commitment to the values of the Gospel. The trust,
as legal owner of the school, also has responsibility for
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Here are some of the thoughts and feedback from our
schools’ participants:

Debating

“What made my experience on the Historical
Security Council enjoyable were concepts being
debated, watching them develop, defending their
efficacy in the final resolution, and gaining a sense
of the unique style of diplomacy within the UN
throughout the process.” – Rían Conway

NAT MUN DEBATING
Over the weekend, I, along with four other CSN
students and over 100 students from throughout
Ireland, participated in NatMun (National Model
United Nations) 2021.
During the course of the two days, Rían Conway, John
O’Leary, Timmy O’Riordan, Yousef Osman and myself
represented UN States in the Historical Security
Council, Disarmament and International Security
Council, UN Women’s Council, Historical Crisis Council,
and Security Council respectively. We debated issues
ranging from the Iran Hostage Crisis, to the Yugoslavia
Crisis, to the Combating of Maritime Piracy.

“It was a fabulous experience that improved my
public speaking skills, and I got to meet a lot of
new people. I would highly recommend taking
part if you have any interest at all in debating,
politics or current affairs.”– Timmy O’Riordan

We then drafted Resolution Papers for these topics,
before trying to convince the other delegates to vote in
favour of the Resolution. It is a great achievement that
all Councils passed their Resolutions and highlights
the high standard of debate throughout.

“I enjoyed NatMun because it was great fun. I
really enjoyed debating about very weird and
funny things like Finland making a resolution
about getting nukes from America for “defensive
purposes only”.– John O’Leary

Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh enjoyed great success
in the conference, with both Rían Conway and I
winning Most Distinguished Delegate in our respective
Councils; the Historical Security Council and the
Security Council respectively.

“I relished the NatMun activity as it involved heavy
thinking and an effective strategy to settle on
terms with the opposition”– Yousef Osman
NatMun 2021 was a fantastic opportunity to learn new
skills and to meet new people and I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the International Relations
Society of UCC for organising what proved to be a
wonderful event.
Brian Donnelly

THE CSN DEBATING SOCIETY
The CSN debating society returned last November
after a long hiatus. For the final weeks of the winter
term, and again following the school’s full reopening
after Easter, debaters met twice every week for
exciting, entertaining rounds of debate.
The society’s junior members prepared speeches on a
wide range of topics, from mandatory voting and cancel
culture to the four-day working week. They developed
their skills as orators and learned the fundamentals of
speech structure. As a result of the ongoing pandemic,
there were unfortunately few opportunities for junior
competitions. Despite this, they continued to show
an inspiring level of engagement and commitment at
house meetings, throughout the year.
Meanwhile, senior members were able to participate in
a handful of online competitions. Six CSN debaters —
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Debating

event. Debaters, each representing a specific country,
were assigned to committees exploring topics such
as maritime policy, the militarisation of space, and
women’s welfare. Some of these committees also
modelled historical crises, such as the Iran hostage
crisis and Yugoslav wars.

(continued)

Rían Conway, Owen Mamo Cooney, Timmy O’Riordan,
Brian Donnelly, Seán O’Regan, and Dylan O’Toole —
entered the Munster regional session of the European
Youth Parliament during the Easter holidays. This
event was itself co-organised by a CSN debating
alumnus, Aidan Mamo Cooney.

Overall, this year was something of a quiet success
for the CSN debating society. Due to factors out of
anybody’s control, many hallmarks of the debating
calendar were unable to proceed. However, there
were still plenty of opportunities to interact virtually
with debaters from other schools, and the society
enjoyed a consistently high turnout at our house
meetings, every Tuesday and Friday lunchtime in the
Geography lab.

Students were allocated to committees with focuses
on issues such as transgender rights, artificial
intelligence, minority languages and media plurality.
Here, delegates worked together to identify the
problems at play, and produce robust solutions. They
then debated their resolutions with other committees
at the general assembly. Due to their outstanding
performances over the course of the event, a number
of CSN students were also invited to attend the EYP
national session in June.

Many thanks to the school’s debating coordinators,
Ms Barry, Ms Callanan, and Ms Fallon, for their support
throughout the year. Thanks also to our senior
committee members, in particular Robert Palmer,
Michael Keohane, David Cronin, and Leo Callanan,
who were instrumental in the training of junior
members this year. The CSN debating society looks
forward to resuming our weekly meetings next term.

The UCC International Relations society also hosted
their yearly National Model UN online this year. CSN
students David Cronin, Rían Conway, Yousef Osman,
Timmy O’Riordan, Brian Donnelly, John O’Leary,
and Robert Palmer represented the school at this

Dylan O’Toole, outgoing Chairperson

Speak Out Ireland

Robert Palmer who qualified as a Senior Finalist
in the recent Speak Out Ireland 2021 Competition.
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journeys. Whether it was getting into heated debates
about MJ vs LeBron, or tormenting Ms Walsh and Mr
Driscoll by blaring music. It was great craic.

Basketball

7. What is your plan for the future? Constantly
improve and play for UCC and Men’s Division One for
Fr. Mathews.

With no games to report on this year due to the
Pandemic our Senior Basketball Team captain Gavin
Malone answered Questions about his teammates
over the last six years.

8. Who is most likely to become famous and what
for? AJ Garrucho for becoming a millionaire on
cryptocurrency investments.

1. First up, who’s the best trainer you trained with
on school teams and why? I remember playing with
AJ Caballero in second year (when he was a sixth year)
and thinking how good he was. Shooting, dribbling,
speed, he had it all. I particularly remember when he
dropped 12 threes in an All-Ireland qualifier that year
as well. It was amazing to watch.

9. Who is the ‘Teacher’s Pet’ on your school team?
No matter how he performed, Patrick Reidy was
always guaranteed the starting point guard position
under Mr Driscoll.
10. Who fancied themselves as the team joker and
why? Jack McEvoy was always mocking everyone
and joking around but he stopped laughing when he
didn’t play all season.

2. Quickest player? AJ Garrucho won us countless
games with his blistering speed in the fast break.
3. Team hard man and why? Oisín Nagle often tried
to act as a big brother on the team and put us in
our place, but he was secretly a softy at heart.

11. Funniest moment while playing for school
teams the last 6 years? I vividly remember DJ
Duffy starting off 2 games in a row by trying
to score into the wrong basket, strangely
enough, missing made it even worse, he
didn’t play much after that ...

4. Who’s blessed with the most skills?
I would have to say Jordan Ukah. Although
he got dunked on in the game, I will never
forget his 33 point performance against
one of the best schools in the country with
numerous international players (Coláiste
Choilm). Simply one of the best performances
I have ever seen.
5. Sports players aren’t renowned for their brains
but who would you say was the most intelligent
on the team? Dr Lyne himself will probably get 700
points with ease.

12. One school match you would like to
change and how? I would for sure change
the All-Ireland Semi Final in third year. I broke my
elbow in that game! The other one would be the AllIreland Final that the lads went on to lose and a few
very close games in fifth year that would have seen
us advance if we won. It’s a painful memory I still live
with today.

6. Most memorable moment playing for school teams
the last 6 years? Most of the lads would probably say
winning big games all around the country or playing
in the All-Ireland Final, but I would say the iconic bus

13. Who’s got the worst dress sense in the squad and
why? We’re the basketball team, so we all had a great
fashion sense.
Gavin Malone, 6A3
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devised a seating method that, allowing for social
distancing, put the new capacity of the venues
from thirty to thirty-five percent of their original
capabilities.

BT Young Scientist
In September of 2020, Oscar Ó Corráin, Timmy
O’Riordan and myself came up with an idea for a BT
Young Scientist Project. Our title was “An Investigation
into the feasibility of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics”.

For a portion of our project, we designed and ran a
computer simulation to predict how many people the
virus could spread to. We ran this simulation over one
hundred times so that we could achieve an accurate
result.

Our project was designed to investigate if the Tokyo
Olympics was possible or not if COVID-19 was still in
the world. The Tokyo Olympic Games were supposed
to take place during the summer of 2020, but because
of the pandemic they were postponed to 2021. We
were curious to see if it was feasible for them to take
place and what restrictions would need to be in place.

Our results showed that the 2020 Tokyo Olympic
Games were feasible. It would require a lot of
restrictions, for both athletes and spectators, but
we believe the events are plausible. There would be
some people that might catch the virus, but there is
nothing that could eliminate that chance entirely.

There are over 40 venues planned to be used for the
Tokyo Olympics, with a wide range of capacities. We

We really enjoyed working on this project together.
It was a great way to learn more about the virus and
the Olympic Games. We were fascinated by how
complicated the structure behind this worldwide
event is, and how big an impact COVID-19 is having
on our lives. We hope that the Olympics are back
on soon, because we believe they are an important
event in many people’s lives and a symbol of a greater
world community.
Tim Callanan

Cork Goes Red
Our Go Red for Cork No Uniform Day earlier this school
year raised €1,500 in aid of Marymount. Past Pupil, St
Finbarrs and Cork hurler Conor Cahalane returned to
receive the cheque.
Thank you to everyone who organised and supported
the event!
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Christmas Food
Appeal
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Computers
This year has been a very busy year in the CSN
Computer department as we prepare for the
introduction of Leaving Certificate Computer Science
for the first time in September 2022. The teachers
in the Computer Department were busy during
lockdown upskilling with other teachers throughout
the country in areas including computational
thinking, block coding using MakeCode Arcade,
mobile app development using MIT App Inventor and
coding for embedded systems using BBC micro:bits.
Once schools reopened in March, students from 1st
year to TY were introduced to new programming
modules.
The TY Programming module followed on from their
modules in HTML and CSS before Christmas with an
introduction to programming using BBC micro:bits in
the MakeCode environment. BBC micro:bit is a pocketsized codeable computer with motion detection, a
built-in compass and Bluetooth technology. Students
learned about coding using logic, loops and variables
and completed projects such as a fridge temperature
sensor and flashing LEDs.
The TY programming class also took part
in the Bebras Computational Thinking
Challenge held in November 2020. This
annual challenge introduces students to
the concepts of computational thinking
including decomposition, abstraction,
pattern matching and algorithms through problem
solving. 3 TY students — Murtaza Ahmed, Tim
Callanan and Maciek Lunkiewicz as well as 2nd year
student Kieran Ravindran qualified for the National
Final in April 2021 when they competed with students
around the country as part of Tech week 2021.
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2nd and 3rd year students were introduced to
coding using block code in the MakeCode Arcade
environment. Students worked on creating games in
a style similar to retro arcade games like pacman and
asteroids.
1st year students worked on programming in Scratch
and in creating digital diaries using Google Sites. Next
year it is planned to introduce a lunchtime technology
club in CSN for 1st and 2nd years where students will
be encouraged and supported in using technology for
creativity and innovation.
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Gaelic Football
With no games to report on this year due to the
Pandemic our Senior Football Team captain Nathan
Gough answered Questions about his teammates over
the last six years.
1. First up, who’s the best trainer you trained with on
school teams and why? Conor McGoldrick always had
a good mentality at training.
2. Quickest player? James Hannon, his running style
always leaves people in his dust.

12. Funniest moment while playing for school teams
the last 6 years? Evan Cullinane (a hurler) hand passed
the ball into the net and ran away thinking he had
scored a goal.

3. And the slowest player? Liam Hogan has a tough
time not coming last in sprints.

13. One school match you would like to change and
how? The Game against Patrician Academy last year,
we were a point up with only a few minutes to go and
couldn’t pull through.

4. Team hard man and why? Cathal Hynes, he thinks
he’s a gorilla in a human body.
5. Who’s blessed with the most skills? The only word
to describe Brian Lynch is graceful.

14. Biggest lesson learnt while playing for school
teams? Underdogs can always win.

6. Sports players aren’t renowned for their brains
but who would you say was the most intelligent on
the team? Simon Collins had a good football brain, he
always knew what to do.

15. What is your plan for the future? Play football at
the highest level I can.
Nathan Gough (6A3)
Senior Football Captain 2020-2021

7. Who’s got the worst dress sense in the squad and
why? David Holland or Conor quirke. David wears fluffy
Postman Pat crocs every day and Conor has a lucky
Tottenham Hotspur onesie that he sleeps in before a
game.
8. Who fancied themselves as the team joker and
why? Liam Hogan tried and failed desperately.
9. Who is most likely to become famous and what for?
I think Connor O’Neill could be a professional wrestler
if he put his mind to it.
10. Who is the ‘Teachers Pet’ on your school team?
John Gould.
11. Most memorable moment playing for school
teams the last 6 years? Winning the u16.5 Munster and
u16 county in the same year.
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Above: Ian Maguire, Past Pupil and Cork Senior Football captain
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Interview with Author,
Tim Callanan
A conversation with Tim Callanan, author of The Dead
Shall March, Cyborg Alpha and much more to come.
I’m meeting Tim Callanan on Zoom to talk about his
novel, The Dead Shall March. He appears with tousled
hair, wearing a blue hoodie, relaxed and no doubt
somewhat pleased with himself and justifiably so, not
just because he’s recently had his first novel published
and is working on more but because it’s a damn good
read. Very quickly I feel we’re having one of these
“very interesting discussions;” it’s not difficult when
speaking with Tim who — in all the time I’ve known
him — has been sharp-witted and open to ideas and
perhaps most importantly, a good listener.
RAY: Is school just going to interfere with your writing
now?
TIM: “A future as a writer is very uncertain; you’ve got
to do very well.”
RAY: Do you spend all your spare time now thinking
about writing?

TIM: Bruce was more hot-headed who would just go
straight in, whereas Helena would think about it more
and consider all the options and see which one is best.

TIM: A lot of the time I am thinking about it.

RAY: There’s a moment where Bruce encounters
a mysterious figure called Primatore who is more
capable than himself; predictably, it’s Helena who asks
for help. Bruce, I suggest, is threatened by Primatore,
this figure that they’ve encountered in the cave.

RAY: What form do your thoughts take?
TIM: Sometimes I’ll be actually imagining scenes
themselves — not the particular way I’m describing
them, just what’s happening in them - or other times I
might be thinking about the language I’d be using with
writing that scene or I might think a good line in my
head and say, ‘I’ll have to remember that.’

TIM: I never actually thought of it like that.
RAY: The beauty of writing and reading is that the
reader really is a big part of the art’s meaning.

RAY: Can you remember the first book you read
independently? Was it fantasy too that early?

TIM: Yes, for sure. I think the meaning changes over
time as society changes.

TIM: It was always a lot of fantasy or just general fiction
like Harry Potter and Percy Jackson, that kind of thing.

RAY: How do you feel about a book no longer being
entirely yours once it’s released?

RAY: A lot of our lives are mapped out by our parents,
our peers, society in general, by ourselves. Do people
like fantasy because they don’t want their lives to be
mapped out or for everyone to want the same things?”

TIM: Everyone can read it and like it and enjoy different
things and see things that others wouldn’t, and it can
make for very interesting discussions. Some people
notice things that others don’t and that even the writer
doesn’t see.

TIM: It gives you a sense that there is more to life than
just the things we see every day, the things we do.
You can imagine it happening to you and imagine you
having these amazing lives that you think the fantasy
people have.

RAY: Would you agree that classics are those books
where there’s always something new to mine. Are you
conscious of this when you’re reading, say, The Lord of
the Rings?

RAY: Tell me a bit about Bruce and Helena. They’ve
been tasked by the Duke to pursue the evil goblins
and their master who are presently laying waste to
the Empire. I’m interested in one difference between
Helena and Bruce, namely that the former can ask for
help while the latter struggles with it.
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TIM: Yes, because people see things in different ways
and even now people still discuss different elements
of it that I haven’t even thought about before and even
Tolkien wouldn’t have thought about when he wrote
The Lord of the Rings.
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Interview with Author,
Tim Callanan (continued)
RAY: There are moments in The Dead Shall March that
are very cinematic. The dragon fight is pure cinema,
Spielbergesque. You get into three types of dragons
and the fact that they’re not actually called dragons:
they’re called “drakaks,” isn’t it? But the dragon goes
up and comes down and Bruce is watching for fire in
his mouth but there’s none. The anticipation is great
there I think; it’s a very tense moment. Do you ever
think in terms of what it would look like on screen?
TIM: I think with the dragon in particular I was
imagining what it would look like on screen. Whenever I
was thinking of the dragon I was thinking about Smaug
from The Hobbit, and the scene where he comes out of
the pile of gold and then swoops down on Laketown.
That’s what I always seem to think about. I wasn’t
imagining my own dragon on screen.
RAY: Is there a role in literature for helping people face
their problems? They can use the characters they’ve
read as models for their own behaviour.
TIM: I think there’s definitely a role for it to play,
especially when you see heroes that are betrayed and
might have anxiety or depression and you see them
battling it. It makes it a lot more real to people because
all the people who don’t have it can see it on a screen
or whatever and they can understand it more. Then
when someone tells them about their struggles, they
can relate to it even just by having seen a character
with it or read about a character with it.

TIM: I’d like to have many more books written. Success
isn’t so much about becoming famous or anything;
I would want to be successful more so I could keep
writing, so it could become a way of living just because
I enjoy writing. I’ve loads of ideas for the stories and if
I was successful it means I can keep writing. I hope to
have a couple of series finished by then, lots of books
put out.

Tim has 100,000 words written for a new four-book
series; this is the second draft. He wrote 80,000 for the
first draft between September and Christmas of 2020:
TIM: I didn’t like parts of it so I rewrote the entire thing
from Christmas to April.

RAY: What is it about the lifestyle of writing, the
practice of it, that’s so satisfying for you?

RAY: What’s the rewriting process like? Is it frustrating?

TIM: I just enjoy coming up with the characters, coming
up with the scenarios, seeing how they progress as the
story goes on … making a full story that didn’t exist
until I put it out there…it’s under my control, I made
it; I can do what I want; it can be what I want it to be.

TIM: It can be. It’s like a different story entirely; there’s
a similar enough plot but everything about it seems
to be different; the characters have kind of changed,
there’s more depth to them; it’s almost fun to write in
that sense. I’d a much clearer idea of where the story
was going because I’d the first draft to look back on.

Tim was recently published again, this time in The
Irish Times as part of the “Fighting Words” series. The
story is about “The Surgeon” who’s just putting the
finishing touches to a cyborg called Alpha under very
challenging circumstances.

RAY: Do you write with a biro first and then type it up?
TIM: It’s mostly on computer. I do have some other
Google Docs where I have plots written out, especially
for later drafts when I know what I’m doing.

Tim’s first novel, The Dead Shall March is available
now on Amazon, via the author, or to borrow from
Cork City Library.

RAY: What kind of a conversation might we be having
in ten years’ time?
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Crinniú na nÓg

Duje Zatezalo (TY) helped to launch the Cork City Council in conjunction with Creative Ireland their largest
Cruinniú na nÓg Programme with over 30 free interactive and imaginative events for young people being hosted
by 26 cultural partners in Cork.

Guide Dogs

In total, our year group covered a distance of 222
kilometres and we raised €463.48. This money will
help the Irish Guide Dogs continue their great work.

This March, we had the privilege of participating in a
Transition Year online course run by the Irish Guide
Dogs for the Blind.

We would like to thank the Transition Years for their
support of the fundraiser and for running in PE. We
would also like to thank Ms Cleary for helping us to
organise the fundraiser.

During the course, we were given invaluable insights
into the different ‘pillars’ of the organisation, including
the; fundraising, dog, client services, technical and
resources pillars. These talks were very informative
and it was so enlightening to learn about the work of
such a great, local charity.

Finally, we would like to thank the Irish Guide Dogs
for the Blind for hosting their online course.
Aaron Barry, Brian Donnelly, Robert Fitzgerald,
Stephen Forde, Cian Nagle, Michael O’Brien, Adam
O’Leary, John O’Leary, Darragh O’Sullivan.

After this course, we participated in the Irish Guide
Dogs fundraiser for Guide Dog Day; #100k4GDD. The
challenge was to run, walk or cycle 100 kilometres in
the month of May. We signed up, and organised this
fundraiser for the Transition Year Group.
All TYs ran and walked laps of the pitch in their PE
classes. In addition to this, we raised money from the
TY group, and people sponsored the running.

SPIORAD SIGNALS
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Hurling
With no games to report on this year due to the
Pandemic our Senior Hurling Team captain Gearóid
Daly answered Questions about his teammates over
the last six years.
1. First up, who’s the best trainer you trained with
on school teams and why? Ruairi Fitzpatrick, he only
showed up before the championship games.
2. Quickest player? Joseph Enright without a doubt.
3. And the slowest player? Evan Cullinane.
4. Team hard man and why? Brian Lynch would say
himself but Dan Lombard swings his hurley like an axe.
5. Who’s blessed with the most skills? Shane Butler,
even with a torn ACL he could still catch a sliotar from
the sky.
6. Footballers aren’t renowned for their brains but
who would you say was the most intelligent on the
team? James Hannon was thinking of medicine so
probably him.
7. Who’s got the worst dress sense in the squad and
why? Dylan McSweeney has had some questionable
hair cuts.
8. Who fancied themselves as the team joker and
why? Darragh O’Sullivan was always very loud in the
dressing room.
9. Who is most likely to become famous and what for?
Conor Quirke as a formula one driver.
10. Who is the ‘Teacher’s Pet’ on your school team?
John Gould got on great with all teachers.
11. Most memorable moment playing for school
teams the last 6 years? Winning the Lord Mayor’s Cup.
12. Funniest moment while playing for school teams
the last 6 years? Brian Lynch chipping his tooth and all
the subs looking for it during the match.
13. One school match you would like to change and
how? Any Munster Senior Hurling game, played four
lost four, it would have been nice to win one.
14. Biggest lesson learnt while playing for school
teams? Mr. Greene is never wrong!
Gearóid Daly (6A)
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Each regional session of EYP is open to any student
in Transition, 5th or 6th years, and it provides a
great experience by improving your teamwork and
communication skills. I highly encourage anyone
interested to give it a go, regardless of whether you
have debating experience or not.

European Youth
Parliament
Over the last mid-term break, CSN students attended
the 2021 Munster Regional Session of the European
Youth Parliament, held from the 28th of February to
the 1st of March. As always, the students found great
enjoyment from the event, which was held entirely
digitally this year for the first time in its history.
The boys were placed into committees discussing
a certain topic with students from other schools
across Munster, such as the preservation of minority
languages, improving healthcare for the elderly, and
the regulation of A.I. The committees then formed a
General Assembly, where other committees debated
and voted on the resolutions that were created during
the group work. They also made time for fun social
activities each night. The group of students who took
part included Rian Conway, Owen Mamo Cooney,
Dylan O’Toole, Séan O’Regan, Brian Donnelly, Robert
Palmer, Timothy O’Riordan and Alan Hodgins. Many
of these students have been accepted to EYP’s 2021
National Session, taking place in June.

Robert Palmer,
Vice Chairperson of CSN Debating
One of the highlights of the session was a Roundtable
Discussion with three guest speakers: Holly Cairns
TD, Grace O’Sullivan MEP and Michael Loftus from the
Munster Technological University. We were given a
unique insight into their work, their beliefs and how
they approach public speaking.
The European Youth Parliament is a fantastic
initiative for young people from 4th to 6th Year to
get involved in. The experience is invaluable, helping
to nurture students’ development in life skills;
including teamwork, public speaking and effective
communication, while also having fun. I commend
all participants, delegates and officials, for taking the
time out of their mid term break to attend, and would
like to thank the officials for all of their hard work and
support.
Brian Donnelly

Fifth Year:
● Finn McEniry
● Colm McSherry

Student Council

Unfortunately this year we were unable to run regular
meetings due to the covid 19 pandemic and while this
was frustrating we understood what was at stake and
we knew we must put safety first. This deprived many
of the younger members the experience of being on
the regular student council. This also meant that many
of them were unaware of the democratic process that
takes place when raising an issue or matter of concern.
Luckily with the permission of our representative
teacher Mr. Corcoran, we were able to show some
of the younger members how they should conduct
themselves when raising an issue and we taught them
how to successfully structure their meetings so as to
gain maximum value from them. This also afforded
us the opportunity to highlight some of the changes
that were made in the past as a result of the student
council. Overall despite the major disruptions caused
by the pandemic we hope things will be back to normal
next year and we look forward to the future when this
important forum resumes.
George O’Sullivan Tynan. (6th Year)

The Student Council in CSN is an incredibly important
part of the student body in Coláiste An Spioraid
Naoimh. Every fortnight two members of each year
as well as our teacher representative Mr. Corcoran
would attend a meeting. These meetings give us a
chance to discuss matters in the school as well as
giving us an opportunity to bring forth any issues that
we have noticed in the school. This gives the students
a voice and it allows us to improve things for the other
students in the school.
This year’s members of the student council were:
Student Council Members 2020 – 2021.
First Year:
● Marcus Conroy
● Shane Maher

Third Year:
● Jason Foley
● Reece Daly

Second Year:
● Scott Callis O’ Connor
● Ilarion Zublialevich

Fourth Year:
● Naoise Whelan
● David Cronin
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Sixth Year:
● George O’Sullivan Tynan
● Joshua Keohane
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alight academically either but I had picked up enough
along to scrape into UCC — and, in a way, that was the
whole point. CSN had brought out the best in all of us,
allowing us to aspire ‘to be the best that we could be’
(long before that became a cliché)!

Reflections of a
Departed Príomhoide!
I wish I had a euro for every time someone has wished
me well on my retirement. Unfortunately (or actually,
fortunately), rumours of my demise, like Mark Twain’s,
are greatly exaggerated. As I have explained elsewhere in
this edition of Spiorad Signals, I have been operating for
the last five years in the twilight world of ‘secondment’
where I am gone but not really gone; gone but not exactly
retired; gone but definitely not dead. Instead, I have been
working away in that parallel universe that is the Trust –
never too far away but obviously far enough that I am out
of sight and largely out of mind.

The place wasn’t perfect - no institution and certainly no
school in the Ireland of the 70s was — but it was a place of
energy and opportunity and a lot of really good fun. And
while there are, no doubt, past pupils whose experiences
weren’t as positive as mine, I don’t think anyone would
say that it was the grim, regimented and brutal institution
that is the caricature of schools of that era. In those days
(and to some extent even today) the Leaving Cert was
about remembering and regurgitating lots of facts —
something I wasn’t especially good at — and I would say
that within three months of leaving, I had, like Einstein,
happily forgotten 90% of what I had learned but I had
certainly left with an education (there the comparison
between me and Einstein ends). I also left with friends for
life. I am not a person who has, or possibly, even needs
a lot of friends but those that I do have are almost all
Spiorad Naomhers. That says something. So there you
have it. It was 1980; the long hot summer of that year
beckoned. The gates of CSN closed
behind me — job done!

Looking back on my time in CSN, the word that comes
to mind is ‘lucky’. It could so easily have been all so
different. I had applied for a number of other secondary
schools but was unsuccessful (rejected at 12!) and found
myself washed up on the shores of the new school out on
the edge of town. I was desperately disappointed. CSN
was, at that time, a step up from Donnellys but a long
way down the pecking order from Pres or
Farna. It was an ever so slightly anarchic
place in the mid-70s — no uniform, long
hair, a designated smoking area (for the
pupils!!), and a band of young teachers
who were very obviously products of the
60s generation — and I loved it. I wasn’t
by any measure a stand-out pupil but the
place just seemed to bring out the best in
people. There was a balance to the place.
You had what would now be described as
varied socio-economic mix. We were the
kids of the new middle class and the aspiring working
class, the kids of ‘immigrants’ from West Cork and Kerry
and of third and fourth generation city folk. We knew that
we were pupils of a school that was upwardly-mobile. It
was as if we were participants in a grand project dreamed
up by the Brothers and implemented by inspirational
teachers whose ultimate vision was to take on the old
firm schools in town and beat them at their own game.

In August 1985, my mother received
a phone call from (I think it was) Ger
O’Kelly to say that there was a possible
opening for a job in CSN and that I
should apply. I was in London that
summer, and very happily so, with
thoughts of travelling to Zimbabwe of
all places to take up a teaching position.
My mother’s phone call summoning me
home was not a welcome one. Very
reluctantly, I got on the Slatterys bus and headed home.
At that time, all my college classmates were in London
and there (or maybe Harare) was where I really wanted
to be. But in the Cork of 1985, even the smell of a job was
enough to see graduates scurrying home and I trudged
to the interview confident that I had as much chance of
landing the job as I did of hooking up with Debbie Harry
or Lady Di on one of our nights out in the West End.

Within a decade, CSN students were competing at the
highest level — university scholarships, debating, soccer,
football — and pioneering in new areas like computers,
enterprise, drama, mountaineering, social justice. No
other school had quite the range of subjects and extracurricular activities that we had, and few schools had
that relaxed yet respectful teacher/pupil relationship
that ours did. We were now a school that everyone
wanted to attend. My own contribution to the project
was, well, let’s just say, modest. I got involved in the
sports but left with one single solitary medal – for Cork
Colleges U14 hurling. Our coaches trained us for Corn Uí
Mhuirí with a dedication that bordered on the obsessive
but we disappointed them (thankfully, greater success
came shortly after we left). I can’t say that I set the world
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My recollection of the interview is vague. Bertie Kelliher
was there and, I think, Brother Ephrem. I think it lasted
all of 15 minutes. I don’t know whether or not anyone
else was interviewed.
The interview didn’t go well. I got it. I had done the H.
Dip in the school the year before so I wasn’t exactly an
unknown quantity. At the end of the interview, they
offered me job there and then. A permanent, pensionable
job for life. I was horrified. I told them I would think
about it. How they must have laughed. 24 hours later,
following a skin and hair conversation with my mother, I
had signed up. I discreetly told my father I would do it for
a year ‘for the experience’ and then head off for Harare
or Honolulu or even Hacketstown — anywhere but Cork.
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But CSN has a way of sucking you in. I started the same
day as Brian Tyers and Dan Sweeney. I always reckoned
I was senior to both because of the alphabet. Within a
year, I was well settled in, back in my happy place. Even
though I had been primarily a footballer while a student,
I decided to throw my lot in with the less fashionable
hurlers. I hadn’t been a particularly good hurler myself
but I loved the game. Unfortunately, I wasn’t an especially
good coach and I quite possibly have the lowest ‘win to
games played’ ratio of any coach in the entire history of
colleges. But we had some fabulous days out on Deccie
O’Brien’s bus travelling to places like Bruff and Bansha
and Effin, and the company of the two Gers and Mick
Comerford made it all worthwhile. The staffroom in CSN
in those days was an extraordinary place. It was not a
place for the faint-hearted and it was the sort of place
where you didn’t open your mouth unless you knew
what you were talking about. For that very reason, I kept
my mouth shut. Staff meetings were theatres of debate –
articulate, impassioned speeches were the order of the
day. Some of it was mad stuff but what a place to learn
your craft.

is one that saddens me a little. Isn’t this the whole point
of what we are about in Catholic education? Aren’t we
expected, compelled even, to do more for the weakest,
for the vulnerable, for the marginalised? Anyway, let’s
move on.
Some years later, I again got lucky. The DES had
decided that the Junior Cert should be reduced to three
years and that schools should offer a transition year
programme to fill the gap between junior and senior
cycle. Students would step away from the academic
programmes that focused exclusively on exam results
and experiment with new concepts like ‘self-directed
learning’, ‘problem-solving’, ‘active and experiential
learning’ and ‘transferable critical thinking’. Being
perhaps the least likely person on the staff capable of
making a cogent argument against all this edu-babble,
I was again sent away by Brother Bede for training. On
my return, I was appointed TY Co-ordinator and over the
next ten or so years, we expanded the TY programme in
the school, introducing work experience and a whole
range of modules that were so far from what we had
ourselves experienced in school that I’m sure it left the
traditionalists scratching their heads. Nowadays, the
terminology mentioned above would be standard to any
education programme worth its salt but, in those days,
it was a whole new lexicon. And you try explaining those
terms to sums teachers who did know what lexicon
meant, never mind ‘transferable critical thinking’.

The kids were fabulous – eager to learn (in most cases!),
respectful, appreciative and friendly. About five or six
years in, I was asked to go to Dublin to train as the school’s
first ‘remedial’ teacher – our first venture into the world
of Special Education Needs. I was delighted as I had long
held the view that there was a small but not insignificant
cohort of students whose progress in education was
impeded because the ‘one size fits all’ approach to
teaching doomed them to failure. Thankfully, the level
of support available to children with special needs has
grown massively over the years to the extent that no
child is neglected by the system and, in the true spirit of
Presentation education, he is given every opportunity
to fulfil his God-given potential. In recent years, I have
heard people say that the pendulum has now swung too
far and that the exam system, in particular, is ‘rigged’ in
favour of SEN students or that the ‘disadvantaged’ tail is
wagging the dog. This isn’t a widely held viewpoint but it
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I’m at risk of boring you now so I’ll move along to
how I came to ascend to the heady heights of senior
management or leadership as we like to call it now. Again,
this was largely fortuitous. Frank McCarthy, the Principal
at that time, took leave of absence for a year and Denis
Kennedy took over as Acting Principal. There were, in my
view, a couple of equally able and experienced people
on the staff at that time who might have stepped into
the role of Acting DP but for whatever reason, they chose
not to put themselves forward. It basically went from
there. A year later, I became permanent DP and a little
further along, I became POTUS (Principal of the Ultimate
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School). I had absolutely loved being Deputy Principal,
working with Denis and Frank - remarkable men from
whom I learned so much. The DP role is very much taskbased and one thing I am actually quite good at is admin
— or so I like to think anyway. In another life, I think I
could have been born to run the railways in a corner of
19th-century India or to have had a role allocating fishing
quotas for the Common Fisheries Policy at the EU. They
are lovely, clean administrative tasks. Being Principal
is a very different deal. As the old joke goes, it’s a bit
like having lunch with Mussolini: very much a privilege
but not always a pleasure. A lot of people are trying to
influence you in your decision-making and, sometimes,
selfinterest, rather than the good of the school is their
primary motivation. The school becomes a little like
your most difficult child: you will always love it but there
will be plenty of times when you’d just like to let it go.
I became Principal in 2011. The troika had ridden into
town in previous November and the most swingeing
cuts the national education budget had ever seen were
coming into effect.

young lads, I have learned just two things that I would
offer by way of advice to any new teacher: one, that they
(ie teenage boys) respond much better to praise than to
criticism and two, that no matter how bad things are,
they forgive and forget and really don’t care that much
(in other words, they instinctively know that their pals,
their mams, their dog, their club, their music etc are
ultimately far more important than systems, money,
their future careers or even the Leaving Cert).
I had presumed that I would finish out my career as the
Principal of CSN and that I would expire, feeble and
spent, at the age of 63, like a demented worker bee or
some prizefighter who had gone on just that little too
long. But then, out of the blue, five years ago, I got the
opportunity for one last throw of the dice. The CEO of
our trust had retired and I thought I’d throw my hat in
the ring and, lo and behold, I’d fooled them again. I was
now a CEO! My mother, God rest her, would have been so
proud!! Not exactly a global corporation, I admit, but an
organisation whose vision for education corresponded
seamlessly with my own. The term CEO is something
of a misnomer as the ‘Chief’ doesn’t actually have any
underlings. I’ve thought about ditching the chief part
and restyling myself the EO but I think it sounds a little
too much like a braying donkey. The truth is I could
hardly be happier in my job. I work with an amazing
board of directors (all lay volunteers) who see it as their
mission to ensure that the generations of young men to
come will get to enjoy the benefits of the Presentation
education that I have enjoyed. I had the option to return
to CSN at any time over the last five years but I really saw
little reason to. The school is in very capable hands and
I am in the fortunate position of being able to influence
the school’s future without having to do any of the work
on ground so to speak. I leave, enormously grateful to
have had the privilege of having taught six full cycles of
wonderful students and of having worked with some of
the most talented, committed and supportive teachers
anywhere in this country.

Teachers’ salaries were cut, the pupil/teacher ratio was
increased, grants were slashed. For the first time in my
life, I had sleepless nights, worrying about losing teachers
and the prospect of having to make changes that would
impact on students’ subject options. At the same time,
the DES decided that the crisis provided the perfect
opportunity to introduce a whole range of innovations
to make schools and teachers more ‘accountable’. Given
that Mr Chopra from the IMF didn’t spend a lot of time
in Bishopstown addressing teachers’ concerns, the only
person staff could vent their frustrations at was the guy
who was implementing all the pain. But in truth, I kind
of enjoyed the cut and thrust of all that and I’m proud
of the fact that we began a process of long-overdue
reform in teaching and learning practices that continues
today. Looking back on that time, the words allegedly
spoken by George W. Bush following Donald Trump’s
inauguration speech come to mind (and if you don’t
know what they were, look them up). It wasn’t an easy
time but we were just so lucky that in CSN (and I hope
parents of that time appreciated this), our teachers
pretty much just got on with it.

I began by saying that I have been lucky but I should also
say to any young teacher that an unthinking reliance on
providence or on just being in the right place at the right
time isn’t exactly a recommended strategy for career
progression. You do have to do the hard graft and get
the qualifications too and you need to put your hand
up to get involved beyond your work in the classroom. I
have taken the decision not to return to CSN as Principal
but, instead, to take up my Board’s offer of an extended
contract with the trust. I will, of course, continue to take
every opportunity to stay involved with CSN, working
with Ms Moriarty and the Board of Management and
with all the staff to further the goals of Presentation
education. I haven’t gone away, you know! And if you
do meet me up at ‘the Gaa’ or in Dunnes or when I’m out
walking the dog, please just don’t dare to ask me if I’m
enjoying retirement. I’m likely to bite your head off!

They did more work for less money (as, to be fair,
did most workers) and implemented, somewhat
reluctantly, the government’s bidding. When I think of
the challenges of those years, I am just glad that I’m
not faced with the, perhaps, even greater Covid-related
challenges of the last two years that Ms Moriarty and her
team have been presented with. Mr Bush’s words are
even more appropriate now. I don’t know what sustains
Ms Moriarty at this time of crisis but what sustained
me through those difficult days of 2011-2014 were the
support of family and colleagues (and I must mention
the incomparable prince of a man that is Mr Foley in that
regard) and the total and unadulterated indifference
of the students. And in my 35 years of teaching those
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We would like to thank Ms Evans for organising and
facilitating our entry to the competition as well as
guiding us through the experience.

Psych Slam

Further to this, we would like to thank the UCC School
of Applied Psychology for organising such a fantastic
event. PsychSlam is a brilliant way of exploring a
different area of science and learning new skills. We
would thoroughly recommend it to anyone who has
an interest in Science and presenting.

This year, we entered UCC PsychSlam 2021 with the
topic title “How Can We Change People’s Minds?”
PsychSlam is a psychology competition that runs
annually for Transition Year students.
We began with an information session where we were
given pointers in the right direction to begin our work.

Judah Arun, David Cronin, Brian Donnelly,
Adam Laverty, Timmy O’Riordan
and Darragh O’Sullivan

After this, we were able to begin our research. We
learned about psychological phenomena such as
“Confirmation Bias”, “The Illusion of Explanatory
Depth” and “Choice Blindness”.
After this, we had to collate our research into a
presentation in PechaKucha format. “PechaKucha’’
means conversation in Japanese. This involves a
PowerPoint presentation 20 slides in length, with each
slide lasting 20 seconds, 6 minutes and 40 seconds in
total. This presenting format was a new challenge for
us and ensured that we had our presentation planned
out in the utmost of detail.
The next challenge was to then record this
presentation. In ordinary times, we would have gone
to UCC and presented our research in person, however
this wasn’t possible and instead, a pre-recorded video
was asked for. This gave us an insight into film-making
and everything else involved in recording and editing
a video.
Special thanks to Murtaza Ahmed for assisting us with
the editing process. We were delighted to get through
to the final of the competition and it was a great
privilege to come 2nd place overall.

Technology
Wood
1st year technology wood christmas decorations and
Second years completed their family crest projects
(top right).
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First & Second Year
Funday
On Wednesday the 19th of May, all of the first year
classes participated in a fun day.
It was organised and run by the fourth years, with the
help of Ms. Ward and the P.E. Department. It was a day
of fun and excitement for all of the first years and their
fourth mentors.
The first activity was an obstacle course. The first
years jumped over hurdles, crawled under obstacles,
ran along beams, did a bottle flip, all while dizzy after
spinning countless times at the startline. Some of
them even raced against their fourth year coaches to
see who could complete the course fastest.
Then there was the rounders. The students played a
covid-friendly game of rounders, competing against
each other for the honour of being the best team in
their class.
After that there was zone soccer. A game of both skill
and fitness, it pushed the students to their limits as
they worked as a team to beat the rest of their class.
Finally, there were the challenges. The first years had
to complete puzzles, solve riddles, decrypt codes, all in
a race to be the first group to complete eight challenges
They had to use history, maths, languages, working as
a team and combining their knowledge to become the
winners.
Overall, it was a fantastic day for everyone. A great
break from the unusual year that we have just
completed, a well-deserved rest from the hard work
that school has demanded of them. Organised in
compliance with covid regulations, and with the
weather luckily holding out for long enough, both first
and fourth years alike were able to enjoy a fabulous
day, one that was repeated for the second years the
week after.
Tim Callanan
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Reflections from
a Past Pupil
“The Kids Are Alright”
By John Coleman

Teaching is one of the most rewarding careers that
one can pursue, for multiple reasons. The best reason
is the students. As a secondary teacher, having the
opportunity to engage with teenagers every day
is enriching, stimulating, fascinating, occasionally
frustrating but more often than not, savagely
entertaining.
School is one of those rare things that everybody
can relate to, that everybody can have an opinion on
and it’s even a field in which everybody is an expert
due to their own unique experience of a theoretically
utilitarian system that is designed by people who, all
too often, imagine life from the top down as opposed
to the bottom up; like the Care Bears being sent out to
wage the war on drugs.

However, once you remember to cut through all of
that, it’s brilliant.

Like friends, family, death, and taxes its inevitability
will scorn you and mind you, hurt you and help
you, haunt you and occasionally inspire you, while
ultimately butchering its pound of flesh from your
adolescent bones.

The ultimate bonus of the profession, however, is
in the extra-curricular opportunities that present
themselves, should you be of a mind to take them.
Some of the best memories from my own school
days revolve around such events. There were trips up
mountains, road trips to watch games in Sligo, weeks
away in Mayo, day trips to An Rinn, sports days and
endless trips to play games all over Munster.

They are strange places, every last one of them.
Inevitably, all of them are, despite the incredible
endeavour that permeates the majority of them,
doomed to be deeply flawed institutions. They are
living and breathing cathedrals of dysfunctionality,
because there is nothing natural about having 550 kids
coming together under the tutelage of 40 teachers,
secretaries and a caretaker.

There was hurling, football, soccer, basketball,
debating, chess club, lunch-time table tennis and all
sorts of other things in between that might tickle your
fancy. They gave the 65-minute lunchbreak a purpose
for us boggers who were confined to the school
grounds (in theory, anyway), they gave us something
to look forward to, they gave us a break from the
building, a break from the monotony and exposed
us to a different kind of education altogether. One of
immense value but one that still remains, thankfully
in the current world, totally immeasurable.

The second-best thing about being a teacher, a
secondary teacher in particular, is that every day you
get to pursue some of the greatest passions of your
life through the subjects that you teach. Before I,
eventually, found the path to teaching, I was worried
that it would ultimately be a boring existence, as the
monotony of teaching the same texts year after year
would lead to a comfortable numbness that I was
trying to escape from in the first place.

For while the merits of algebra, Darwin’s theory of
evolution and the Tuiseal Ginideach are selfevident;
they will never really match the thrill of finding out
who can throw a stone the furthest into the silt of the
Blackwater estuary.

How wrong was I? I found out quickly that it is the
students that make it all worthwhile and interesting.
The texts don’t change, but the kids do, and there lies
the satisfaction, or the fulfilment, or whatever you
want to call it.

And then there’s the games. Or then there isn’t the
games. There are those who may question their
benefit in school, but now that the Utopia of a
distraction-free education has been exposed to be a
dystopian abyss of meaninglessness, perhaps we can
truly appreciate fully the role that the games, and,

Of course, the aforementioned plague of top-down
dogma does its utmost to drain the marrow from your
bones (what else could you expect from a society in
which ‘learnings’ has become an acceptable term?).
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But, more than anything else, there’s the kids. Every
last one of them. The hero who will play in goal
because nobody else will, the lad whose giving it a go
again even though he’s slipped away from his club, the
leaders who drive everything on with a maturity that
belies their years, the kid who is capable of anything,
literally ANYTHING, the kids you would never had got
to know were it not for sport, the lads who you know
will have long careers, the guys you fear will drift
away, the chats in the yard, the laughter on the bus,
the dirge from those accursed Bluetooth speakers,
their hopes their fears, their youth, their excitement,
their fecklessness and their commitment.

Reflections from
a Past Pupil (continued)
obviously, all extra-curricular activities play in our
schools, especially as they are being squeezed more
and more by bureaucratic ambivalence and a pace of
life that is relentless in its unsustainability.
On becoming a teacher, I was inevitably drawn to
all things GAA in my school, having been blessed
with a management who are fully supportive of all
endeavours of all creeds. While it is hard to describe
the love I have for every facet of it, it’s even harder to
articulate how much I miss it.

But there has been none of that this past year. There’s
just been the books.

There’s the boorish enthusiasm of the first years, the
feigned indifference of the second and third years, the
nonchalance of the fourth years and the focus of the
fifth and sixth years as, for the first times in their lives,
they realise that the sporting life is a finite one as they
desperately try to make their mark.

In the meantime, to the classes of 2020 and 2021
whose school sporting lives ended with a whimper as
opposed to a scream; go n-éirí libh. We had good days,
bad days, and the occasional great day; but you were
always brilliant.
This is an extract from John Coleman’s Blog. John is
a past pupil of Coláiste An Spioraid Naoimh. He is a
Secondary School teacher and a contributor to the
Irish Examiner.

Then there’s bus journeys to nowhere in particular, the
inevitable in-game snow-storm (Old Parish, de gnáth),
the chronic mis-matches, the pondering as to why we
never seem to have a 6 foot-plus first year, the days
when the score is irrelevant, the day when the score is
everything, the intricate ballet of organising the games,
the training sessions caked in the mud and haze of the
winter twilight that give way, when things are going
well, to the games played in perfect conditions.

Follow this link to read more of John’s work: https://
colemanajohn.blog/

chocolates. We talked about our hobbies and how our
year had gone so far. It also gave us a chance to voice
our suggestions on how to improve the upcoming
months in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh.

Wellbeing
The 2021 First Year experience has not been ideal,
however, one of the highlights has without a doubt
been the hot chocolate trips. The school felt like it was
a good idea to run the trips to allow first year students
get a taste of what school would normally be like
without Covid. Not only did it give us a much needed
break, but it also gave us the chance to get to know
each other better without the challenges brought by
masks.

Going for hot chocolates gave us an opportunity
to escape the cold and loud hall. Even just sitting in
the school made us feel more connected rather than
isolated in the hall. It also benefited us by also giving
us a chance to get to know our teachers as people
instead of strangers behind masks. Huge thanks to Mr.
O’Regan and Ms. Cahalane for taking the time out of
their busy day to run the trips.
Kieran Lane Panah and Zac Wallace

When the teachers informed us that our class was next,
you could sense the excitement in the brisk air. The
day itself was great and you felt like a celebrity walking
down to Costa Coffee. You went with classmates but
came back with friends. The fresh air was enough to
lighten our moods, but the hot chocolate put the icing
on the cake.When we came back from Costa, we sat in
an empty classroom and chatted with each other in the
relaxed environment while enjoying our delicious hot
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Soccer
20th Anniversary of FAIS All-Ireland

“Dear Colleague,
Following a directive from the F.A.I., all football
matches are now to be postponed until further notice
due to the Foot and Mouth crisis.” 1/3/2001
The fax from the FAI solved a small problem but
replaced it with a potentially far bigger one. The CSN
U15 squad had just beaten De la Salle, Waterford in
the Munster quarter final and were facing an away
semi-final against Nagle Community College, Mahon.
The play-by date was causing an issue — it clashed
with our schools pre exams. Mr. Denis O’Flynn, the
Nagle coach (and later a CSN teacher) was happy to
move the fixture but the FAI were intransigent. The
moratorium on field sports bought us some time.
Surely a lockdown couldn’t end our season, could it?

Declan Davis shared several stories of dubious
refereeing decisions and challenging games over the
years. Luckily, Derek O’Keeffe opened the scoring in a
tense first half to relieve some of the pressure. Late in
the second half, midfielder David Gough stepped over
the ball, having drawn the De la Salle centre backs
towards him, leaving Niall Fehily with an easy tap in at
the back post. Job done.
The path to that quarter final had seen some
convincing wins. In the group stage, victories against
Colaiste Mhuire, Patrician Academy and Colaiste
Chairbre meant we progressed to the knockout stages
against Kinsale Community School. That game was
played on a hockey all weather pitch in Ballincollig
— a long way from the 4G pitches of today. We fell
behind to an early goal, and only a full length save by
Eoin Walsh (made all the more impressive by the rock

The win against De la Salle had been terrific. Waterford
has always been the most difficult of away fixtures.
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he obliged late in the game and celebrated with a
cartwheel. Game over. “Style, pride, precision and
utter ruthlessness were the attributes that landed
Cork School the FAIS U15 All Ireland soccer title” wrote
Conor George in the following days Evening Echo.

hard surface on which he landed) kept us in the game.
Fortunately, we scored three without a reply later in
the game to run out easy winners.
The ban on games was lifted after a month and the
game against Nagle was scheduled. It was worth
waiting for. Following an exciting 3-3 draw, the game
went to penalties, with goalkeeper Declan Murphy
saving 3 times to help put us through to the final.

Many of the team went on to win an U18 Munster
title with Paddy Meehan in 2004, captained by Jason
Twomey. That was twenty years ago. I now meet Joe
McCarthy doing the shopping in Supervalu, Eoin Walsh
pushing his son Sean around Ballincollig in a buggy
and Barry Crowley is my dentist.

The Munster Final took place in UCC Farm against
the highly fancied Limerick CBS. Limerick had been
dominating schools soccer for a number of years, and
we were certainly second favourites. The overriding
emotion during the game was stress. There were no
barriers around the pitch and supporters from both
sides kept encroaching. It was almost gladiatorial.
Halfway through the second half, with the score 1-1
(Derek O’Keeffe levelled after an early concession from
a corner), it transpired that the 5 match balls that we
had with us were gone and Limerick were down to
their last. Apparently, some tracksuited miscreants
from another school spent the match on the other side
of the hedge. Any time a wayward shot left our pitch,
it was scavenged never to be seen again. Luckily, the
late Douglas Rice of Wilton United had a bag of balls
for training in his car and saved the day. On the pitch,
neither side gave in and the game went to penalties
again. Declan Murphy’s tactic was to stand to one side
leaving a gaping hole for their penalty takers to roll the
ball into. It proved too tempting for them and he saved
their first three penalties. We scored ours. Munster
2001 Champions! In 2019, CSN Junior Captain Cian
Connolly lifted the same trophy that Eoin Ryan lifted
in the UCC Farm in 2001.

Some have travelled — Derek O’Keeffe is based in
Canada, Captain Eoin Ryan has returned to Ireland
from Australia and Dr. Owen Cronin is completing
his studies in Edinburgh. I watched Declan Murphy
play for the ‘Barrs in Pairc Uí Chaoimh, met Gearoid
Griffin in Turners Cross and played 5-a-side with
Patrick O’Regan,. Whenever we meet, we discuss
their success and happy memories of that year. The
squad was small, we had no players on the books of
a cross channel team or representing Ireland. Yet as a
team, in 2001, they were unbeatable. One attributed
their success to the fact that they were all friends. If
one player lost a ball, the other ten would get it back.
Unless of course we were playing in the UCC Farm —
no one got those balls back. Hopefully, when we are
out of the current pandemic, we can meet up and fill
in all the blanks that I have left out.
In a year when there have been little or no extracurricular activities in school, this anniversary seems
all the more significant. When you meet past pupils
long after they have left school, maths and science
classes are rarely mentioned as highlights- it is always
the games, school tours and events that cannot be
quantified by a descriptor or grade. It is no different
for teachers and I would like to thank the U15 squad
for the memories that they have given to the coaches,
teachers and all of the supporters that travelled to
the finals. In the school year 2021/’22, we hope that
extracurricular activities will be allowed and we will
make many memories for future anniversaries.

The squad were rewarded with an All Ireland semi final
against St Olivers, Drogheda at Deen Celtics ground in
Castlecomer, Co Kilkenny. The facilities were worthy
of a great occasion- a fantastic surface, dugouts and
dressing rooms. We were relieved to get there at allour team bus had broken down in Glanmire and we
had a long wait for a replacement.
What would Roy Keane say! We overcame the Leinster
champions 4-1 and had earned another opportunity
to win a trophy- this time an All Ireland.

The experience that Declan Davis and Paddy Meehan
had in coaching teams proved invaluable and they
freely gave advice. Mr O’Mahony had just started in CSN
and was in hisbest playing years, winning Intermediate
Cups and Munster Senior Leagues with Rockmount —
his knowledge of the game from a playing perspective
was vital. I thank them for their massive contributions.

The All Ireland Final was played in Limerick versus
Marist College, Athlone the following week. We settled
early and Owen Cronin gave us the lead from a Brian
Cahill corner. Soon after, Brian Murphy rounded 3
players and rolled the ball into an empty net. It would
have been unusual if Derek O’Keeffe didn’t score-
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Declan Murphy (Kilreen Celtic): The hero of the Munster
final, Declan is a reliable ‘keeper, whose speciality appears
to be saving penalties.
Eoin Walsh (Richmond): Eoin deputised for the absent
Declan Murphy against Kinsale and produced some fine
saves, particularly in the second half.
Jason Twomey (Kilreen Celtic): Jason is a courageous right
back. He played the All-Ireland Semi Final only 24 hours
after having three stitches inserted in his forehead.
Aidan Murphy (Greenwood): A latecomer to the squad,
Aidan has made the left back position his own. He was
arguably Man of the Match against De la Salle.
John McCleverty (Greenwood): Converted from a midfielder
to centre back halfway through the campaign, John’s finest
game was in the Munster final when he man-marked a
highly rated Limerick striker out of the game.
Owen Cronin (Everton): A rock in the backline, Owen also
has an eye for goal. He is always dangerous from set pieces,
watch him from corners.
Gearoid Griffin (Wilton Utd.): Gearoid played centre back
position in the earlier stages of the competition. Good cover
for John and Owen.
Brian Cahill (Greenwood): Brian plays on the right wing
and is a danger from dead ball situations.
Barry Crowley (Richmond): A quiet man on the field, Barry
lets his football do the talking. Barry set up Derek O’ Keeffe
for the fourth goal in the All Ireland Semi Final.
David Gough (Wilton Utd.): David has made appearances
against Kinsale and De la Salle. Played a vital part in the
winning goal in Waterford with a beautiful step-over, which
left Niall Fehily with an easy tap-in at the back post.
Eoin Ryan (Kilreen Celtic): Eoin is team captain and leads
by example. He appears to have limitless energy and runs
midfield in all games.
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Joe McCarthy (Wilton Utd): A left sided player, Joe is great
cover for Aidan and Conor.
Conor O’Mullane (Wilton Utd): Converted from a left back,
Conor now plays on the left wing. His tremendouswork-rate
was rewarded with a fine goal against Dunmanway.
Patrick O’Regan (Everton): Patrick has been with the squad
from the start in September, and his presence in the squad
has been justified by his hard work in training.
Niall Fehily (Wilton Utd.): A latecomer to the squad, Niall
burst onto the school team with two goals against Kinsale.
Unfortunately, he will miss the final through illness.
Ian O’Flynn (Wilton Utd.): An ever-present at training, Ian
was rewarded with a fine goal against his own club in a
friendly match.
Brian Murphy (Wilton Utd.): Without a doubt, Brian is the
utility player of the team. Has played at right back, right
midfield and striker during the campaign. He is also a bit of
a “character” in the team so watch out for the celebrations
if he scores.
Derek O’Keeffe (Wilton Utd.): Derek is the team’s top scorer
with 14 goals in 8 games. Possessing lightning pace, Derek
is always a danger on the break.
Darragh O’Dwyer (Greenwood): Darragh’s season has been
plagued by injury this year. Was an important player in the
earlier stages of the campaign.
Team Photograph:
Back row (L to R): N. Brett,John McCleverty,Owen Cronin,
Derek O’Keeffe, Declan Murphy, Gearoid Griffin, Eoin Walsh,
Brian Murphy, Brian Cahill, Joe McCarthy, K. O’Mahony
Front row: Conor O’Mullane, Aidan Murphy, Barry Crowley,
Patrick O’Regan, Eoin Ryan (Captain), Darragh O’Dwyer,
David Gough, Jason Twomey.
Not in photograph: Ian O’Flynn, Niall Fehily.
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With no games to report on this year due to the
Pandemic our Senior Soccer Team captain Cian
Connolly answered Questions about his teammates
over the last six years.

with a music taste ranging from Russian donk to
Oasis.
9. Who is most likely to become famous and what
for? Aidan Sheehan will be a pro FIFA player.

1. First up, who’s the best trainer you trained with
on school teams and why? Conor Quirke played as if
he was playing a World Cup final.

10. Who is the ‘Teacher’s Pet’ on your school team?
Nepotism always kept Andrew McGelligot in the good
books.

2. Quickest player? Wymin Sivakumar was a cheat
code on the right wing.

11. Most memorable moment playing for school
teams the last 6 years? Winning the U17 Munster final.

3. Slowest player? Nathan Gough with his 25 pace.

12. Funniest moment while playing for school
teams the last 6 years? Joshua Keohane’s half time
skill shows.

4. Team hard man and why? Conor Quirke definitely
broke a few legs over his 6 years in the school.
5. Who’s blessed with the most skills? Kian O’Sullivan
used to make us look like fools in training.

13. One school match you would like to change and
how? Attack more rather than sitting back the U17
All-Ireland Semi Final.

6. Footballers aren’t renowned for their brains but
who would you say was the most intelligent on the
team? Mr 625 himself, Kian O’Sullivan.

14. Biggest lesson learnt while playing for school
teams? Hard work beats talent.

7. Who’s got the worst dress sense in the squad and
why? Joshua Keohane’s 3/4 lengths were iconic.

15. What is your plan for the future? College soccer
for UCC and Munster senior league with Blarney.

8. Who fancied themselves as the team joker and
why? MC Finn Steven’s used to run the dressing room

Cian Connolly (6A3)
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Kevin O’Riordan 1979 – 2020
Kevin was a student in Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh
from 1991-1997. He was an excellent all-round
student and was awarded a Gradam in 6th year 1997.
As a young boy he would wait patiently at the school
gate for soccer teams returning from matches,
wanting to know the result and expressing a wish
that he might play for the school when he would start
first year. His wish became a reality. A very talented
player, Kevin represented the school with great pride
on the under 14,16 and under 18 school soccer teams.
He captained the under 16 team to Munster Final
success in 1995 in a 2-0 victory against Carrigaline
C.S. More success followed in 1997 when Kevin and
his team-mates won the Munster Senior Cup.

Kevin receiving the U16 Munster Cup in Turners Cross 1995

His passing after a short Illness which he fought with
great courage was a cause of great sadness to all
who knew him in the C.S.N Community. We express
our sympathy to his wife Maria and son Liam, to his
parents John and Anne, his brother Brian(a past
pupil), his sister Susan, his relatives and his many
many friends.

He was part of a formidable defence which
included Eamonn Breen and Ciaran Buckley-Barry
(Goalkeeper), Adrian Desmond, Kieran O’Mahony
and David Lombard.
During his years in Colaiste Kevin was a dedicated,
loyal and good humoured student who took great
pride in representing the school. Known as “Skippy”
to his friends he played with his club Wilton United
F.C and he was an ardent supporter of Liverpool F.C.

SPIORAD SIGNALS

Rest In Peace Kevin

35

Mr D. Davis

SUMMER 2021

Thank you, to all the students and teachers who
contributed to this edition of Spiorad Signals.
Thanks in particular to Ms Callanan and Ms Cleary
for the time and expertise given to collating the work.
We hope all our readers enjoyed Spiorad Signals this
year and that it offered a good flavour of the wide
variety of activities and achievements that happened
during the school year despite the unprecedented
circumstances. We hope for a return to some normality
next year to celebrate everything Coláiste An Spioraid
Naoimh has to offer in next year’s edition!

								
				Mr Seymour
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